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Me s sag e f rom t h e Pre s i de n t

Dear Mercer Graduate:

Congratulations! Today, we celebrate you. You have reached one of the most significant milestones of your life. 
Commencement marks not only the completion of your degree, but the culmination of years of dedication, curiosity, resilience 
and growth. Along the way, you learned more about yourself, formed deep and lasting friendships and prepared to make a 
meaningful contribution to your community and the world. As you graduate, you leave with new confidence, hard-earned 
knowledge and accomplishments that deserve to be honored. Today is a celebration of those achievements, and it is also a 
celebration of your families, friends and supporters who stood beside you. They are incredibly proud of you, and so are we.

As your next chapter commences, know that you carry with you the full support of this University community. Whether this 
is your first, second or even third Mercer degree, Mercer University is part of the fabric of your life forever. You will always be 
part of the Mercer story, and more importantly, the Mercer family. Wherever your path leads, whether to a career, further studies, 
volunteerism and service, or other new adventures, may you take your next steps with courage, integrity, optimism and the 
unwavering Mercer spirit. The world needs your unique talents and contributions, now more than ever.

Again, on behalf of the entire Mercer community, I offer you my most heartfelt and joyful congratulations. We are celebrating 
with you and look forward with excitement to all that you will accomplish as you embrace the opportunities to make a positive 
impact on the world around you. We are honored that you chose Mercer and hope that you will stay in touch with the University 
in the years ahead.

As always, GO BEARS!

Penny L. Elkins, Ph.D., CLAS ’90, ’92
President



Me rce r Un i v e r s i t y Co mm  e nce m e n t s

Approximately 2,275 students will participate in Mercer University’s 2026 commencements. 
To make graduation a special day for these students and their families, Mercer University will conduct four ceremonies in May. 

Each ceremony will be unique and will reflect the schools and colleges represented.

School of Medicine

Friday, May 8, 2026 | 9 a.m.
Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

 

School of Law

Friday, May 8, 2026 | 3 p.m.
Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

 

Atlanta

Saturday, May 9, 2026 | 1 p.m.
Gas South Arena, Duluth

College of Pharmacy
School of Business

College of Education
School of Theology
College of Nursing

College of Professional Advancement 
College of Health Professions

 

Macon

Monday, May 11, 2026 | 8 a.m.
Five Star Stadium, Macon Campus

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
School of Business

School of Engineering
College of Education

College of Professional Advancement
School of Music

College of Health Professions
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                         Sp i r e s a n d To w e r s

Each fall, part of new student orientation includes a trek up a combination of ladders, spiral 
staircases and wooden stairs in the Godsey Administration Building, the Macon campus’s oldest 
structure, to reach the tower overlooking campus. Students write their names, graduating years and 
sometimes favorite messages anywhere from the first stairwell to the actual tower. In addition to 
the majestic spires adorning the Godsey Administration Building, the Macon campus skyline is 
also known for the spires of Willingham Hall and Newton Chapel.

       Pi l g r i m ag e t o Pe n f i e l d

Since the early 1900s, Mercer undergraduates have been making the trip from Macon to 
Penfield to celebrate the founding of Mercer University. The Pilgrimage to Penfield, as the 
tradition is now called, has evolved over the years from a celebration for graduating seniors to 

an integral part of the Mercer first-year experience.
Penfield, which is located in rural Greene County, was the 

home of Mercer from 1833-1871. It was named after Josiah 
Penfield, a Savannah merchant, who challenged the Georgia 
Baptist Convention to match his $2,500 contribution and support 
an educational institution. The Convention, fueled primarily 
from Jesse Mercer’s financial contribution and leadership, met 
the challenge and opened Mercer Institute                 
in 1833. It was renamed Mercer University 
in 1838.

               Today, at Penfield, students 
participating in the Pilgrimage find the original 

University chapel, the foundation of the first University academic building, and a 
cemetery that includes the gravesites of Jesse Mercer, as well as a number of former 
University presidents, trustees and leaders.

             Je s s e  Me rc e r Pla z a

Statues of Jesse Mercer sit casually on benches in the middle of Mercer’s  
Macon and Atlanta campuses. The founder of Mercer is staged at a sideways 
angle, looking ready for a conversation with a passing student.    

Occasionally, the statue’s head is rubbed by a frantic or uneasy     
student, hoping the tradition of good luck will work on an upcoming 
exam. During finals, traffic past Mercer’s namesake increases drastically.

The statues in Macon and Atlanta are encircled by quotes from           
Jesse Mercer, selected by Mercer’s 17th president, Dr. R. Kirby Godsey.

Me rce r Tradi t i ons

Mercer University is one of the oldest institutions of higher learning in the South
and over 193 years has developed a number of cherished traditions.
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Since the statue was installed on the Macon campus in 1995, this area in the main Quadrangle has become one of the 
most visited sites on campus by students and alumni. The statue, sculpted by Don Haugen of Marietta, was duplicated on the 
Atlanta campus in 2005. Beginning in 2009, first-year students, as part of Fall Convocation, and graduating seniors, as part of 
Baccalaureate, began processing past the Jesse Mercer statue on the Macon campus, rubbing his head at the beginning of their 
academic careers and at the conclusion of their Mercer tenures.

The statue was unveiled in conjunction with the reintroduction of the tradition of Founders’ Day. The statue was paid for by 
a Student Government Association fund established specifically for constructing the Jesse Mercer statue.

                         Fo u n d e r s ’  Day

For a university that is almost two centuries old, Founders’ Day is bound to be special. 
While the annual celebration has a checkered history, the tradition is as strong as ever 
today. Founders’ Day began in 1891, 20 years after the University moved from 
Penfield to Macon. At that time, Founders’ Day was a celebration centered on 
Jesse Mercer’s birthday. Mercer’s two competing literary societies, Phi Delta                        
and Ciceronian, each brought in a speaker to honor the heritage of Mercer            
and its founder. 

Founders’ Day remained a significant annual event for Mercer for the next 
40 or 50 years, according to Dr. Doug Pearson, vice president and dean of 
students. The occasion had different formats during this period, ranging from 
political events attended by state governors to all-day historic celebrations. 

While this tradition remained strong during the early- to mid-1900s, 
interest began to wane in the 1950s and 1960s. By the end of the 1960s, the 
tradition had been completely removed from the University calendar. The 
absence of Founders’ Day lasted until the mid-1990s. At that time, the Student 
Government Association brought the event back to the Macon campus.

                                          Ri n g i n g t h e Ti f t Be l l

When Tift College merged with Mercer in 1986, the alumnae of the Forsyth 
women’s school were apprehensive about Mercer’s commitment to honor the Tift 
heritage. Mercer had joined with the Tift College Alumnae Association to create a 
plan to honor the historic institution, but when Mercer closed the campus in 1987, 
that concern was heightened by many members of past classes.

Then-President Dr. R. Kirby Godsey acknowledged the challenges of merging 
Tift into Mercer, especially following the closing of the school. During that period of 
the late 1980s, he continued to stress Mercer’s commitment to honoring the legacy 
and heritage of Tift. 

That persistence paid off for Mercer and Tift alumnae, primarily through 
the partnership of past alumnae and current Mercer women participating in the 
Tift College Scholars Program. This program provides scholarships, leadership 

development and, most importantly, mentoring from Tift alumnae to 125 women attending Mercer, which also named its College 
of Education for Tift in 2001.

The preservation of the Tift legacy is a combination of the heritage of Tift and the momentum of Mercer. Part of this history 
and tradition is the ringing of the Tift Bell, which was relocated to the Macon campus after the merger. Tift graduates began 
ringing the bell in 1959 as part of commencement festivities.
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In March 1999, Judge Griffin B. Bell was awarded the Distinguished Service Award in Trusteeship by the Association 
of Governing Boards and Universities. The longtime Mercer Trustee was one of two national honorees selected from the 
50,000 board members who volunteer their time to higher education. The University, in Judge Bell’s honor, was presented 
a $10,000 unrestricted cash award. At its April 2000 meeting, the Mercer Board of Trustees voted to use the award to 
establish the Griffin B. Bell Award for Community Service. This award is presented annually to a deserving graduating 
student from among Mercer’s 12 schools and colleges.

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
 

Originally from Americus, Griffin B. Bell graduated cum laude from Mercer University’s 
School of Law with an LL.B. degree in 1948. He practiced law in Savannah and Rome before 
joining the law firm of King & Spalding in Atlanta as a partner in 1953.

In 1959, while a senior partner at King & Spalding, Judge Bell was appointed chief of staff 
by Georgia Gov. Ernest Vandiver. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy appointed him as a judge 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. After 15 years of service on the Court of            
Appeals, Judge Bell returned to King & Spalding. He resigned from the firm to become the 72nd 
Attorney General of the United States on Jan. 26, 1977, following his nomination by President 
Jimmy Carter. 

He served as U.S. Attorney General until Aug. 16, 1979, when he returned to King & Spalding, serving as chair of its 
Policy Committee. An active counselor and advisor to leaders in Congress, the U.S. Attorney General’s office and U.S. 
presidents, Judge Bell’s influence was wide reaching. He is recognized as one of the country’s great Americans. Judge Bell 
died Jan. 5, 2009, at the age of 90.
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Christian Casteel

School of Medicine
Serving and caring for others has been a constant throughout Christian Casteel’s life, and 

he plans to carry that passion into his career as a pediatrician. A graduate of the School of 
Medicine’s Class of 2026, he was a dedicated and enthusiastic servant-leader both on campus and 
in the community, with many of his roles aimed at uplifting youth.

As an undergraduate student double-majoring in biochemistry and Spanish at Berry College, 
Casteel was awarded the institution’s Heisen Servant Leadership Award and DuBose Pre-Med 
Leadership Award. He served as a camp counselor, hospice volunteer and high school science 
tutor; did wildlife and ecosystem work as a volunteer for the Rome-Floyd E.C.O. Center; and 
contributed to a research project that provided a framework to reduce pollution levels in Rome.

Casteel built upon that momentum as a medical student on Mercer’s Columbus campus, taking advantage of 
numerous leadership opportunities. He was selected as a Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Rural Pediatric Scholar, chosen 
for the School of Medicine’s Summer Scholars program and participated in the 2025 Mercer On Mission program in 
Honduras, where his Spanish fluency was an asset as he worked with youth of all ages. 

In addition, Casteel was the Columbus Student Director of the Young Physicians Initiative and the Columbus Class 
of 2026 Community Medicine Representative, and he held leadership positions in the School’s Bear Buddy mentorship 
program, Christian Medical and Dental Association, and Military Medicine Interest Group. He also served as a School of 
Medicine Peer Tutor, church youth group leader and volunteer with International Friendship Ministries. 

It is Casteel’s goal to provide medical care to rural, underserved communities as a pediatrician. He wants to help 
eliminate health care barriers that uninsured and immigrant populations often face and serve his patients with empathy, 
compassion and loyalty. 

To view past Griffin B. Bell Award for Community Service winners, visit studentaffairs.mercer.edu/awards/bell/.

Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medal 
 
The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medal is presented to the graduating students who best exemplify excellence in 

character, leadership, service to the community and commitment to spiritual values. This medal was established by The 
New York Southern Society in 1925, and at Mercer University in 1926, in memory of Mr. Sullivan, a great humanitarian 
and philanthropist.

Marcus Mumber

Undergraduate – College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Through his leadership and vision, Marcus Mumber has inspired his peers as well as local 

children and laid the foundation for continued community impact. A biology graduate, he will 
continue his studies at Mercer School of Medicine this fall. 

However, it was Mumber’s interest in chess that allowed him to leave a lasting mark on the 
University and community as an undergraduate student. As vice president and then president 
of the Mercer Chess Club, he grew attendance and interest in the organization and established 
a successful outreach program at Roberts Academy at Mercer University, a transitional school 
in Macon for children with dyslexia. Learning chess was instrumental in Mumber’s own dyslexia 
journey as a child, and he wanted to share his story and the game with area kids. 

Since fall 2024, Chess Club members have visited Roberts Academy every Wednesday morning to teach interested 
students how to play the game, with Mumber planning engaging lessons and coordinating volunteers. Backed by his 
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enthusiasm, kindness and genuine personality, he became a mentor and role model not only to the children but to his 
peers. The Roberts Academy program has since grown from 20 to 40 participants, and Mumber has set the framework for 
it to continue this fall as he begins his medical studies.

Mumber also volunteered with MerServe, nonprofit Chess and Community, Atrium Health Floyd and Harbin Clinic, 
KiKi’s Camp for children with Type 1 diabetes, and Thumbs Up Mission, a nonprofit that supports families affected by 
cancer. In addition, he served as the scholastic chair for his fraternity, Lambda Chi Alpha, and as a biology teaching 
assistant, and he has been a certified basic life support/emergency medical technician provider since 2024.

With a talent for forging connections and a passion for helping others, Mumber is poised to continue making a 
difference in the world through any endeavor he sets his heart and mind on. 

Caroline Banahan Hager

Graduate – School of Law
As a Mercer School of Law student, Caroline Hager demonstrated an unwavering, authentic 

dedication to serving others. As she prepares to begin her legal work, it is clear that her 
career will be motivated by a strong sense of purpose and accompanied by a competent and 
compassionate approach.

Hager earned a Bachelor of Arts in international business and Spanish at Clemson University, 
where she was a member of the Division I rowing team. At Mercer Law, she set herself apart as 
an eager leader who always took time to connect with others and as someone with an ability 
to turn vision into action. As co-chair of the Student Bar Association’s Community Outreach 
committee, she led students and faculty in service initiatives related to food insecurity, housing 

instability, child welfare and community well-being.
Under her leadership, Mercer Law secured three consecutive victories in the statewide Law School Legal Food Frenzy 

and raised thousands of dollars for the Middle Georgia Community Food Bank. She also organized the School’s first 
Resource Fair during Wellness Week, which brought local service organizations to campus. 

Mentorship is important to Hager, and she supported her fellow Bears by serving as a peer mentor and a criminal 
law group mentor. In addition, Hager was a student ambassador for Mercer Law’s admissions office and a member of 
the Mock Trial Team, helping to bring home a national title. She also gained real-world legal experience as a research 
assistant to Professor Sarah Gerwig; a student in Professor Bonnie Carlson’s Domestic Violence Clinic; and several law 
clerk, intern and assistant positions.

Hager plans to keep service at the heart of her career in legal civil defense litigation. She hopes to take on child 
welfare and human trafficking cases pro bono. As a long-term goal, she wants to become an adjunct professor so that she 
can guide and empower future generations. 

To view past Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medal winners, visit studentaffairs.mercer.edu/awards/sullivan/.

James T. McAfee, Jr. Endowed Vision 
and Leadership Scholarship

 
The James T. McAfee, Jr. Endowed Vision and Leadership Scholarship Fund recognizes outstanding leadership 

abilities of a junior, senior or graduate student in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Pharmacy, School 
of Medicine, School of Business, School of Engineering, College of Education, School of Theology, College of Nursing, 
College of Professional Advancement, School of Music or College of Health Professions.

James T. McAfee, Jr. (1939-2004) provided strong leadership to Mercer University as chair and a member of the Board 
of Trustees. He was a generous benefactor of the University, and Mercer’s School of Theology in Atlanta is named for him 
and his wife, Carolyn McAfee Bruner, a life member of the University’s Board of Trustees. A nationally recognized leader 
in the health care industry, he served as chair of Hallmark Systems Inc., an Atlanta-based health care ownership and 
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management firm. He also was chair of the board of Baptists Today. He was a graduate of Union University in Jackson, 
Tennessee, and Georgia State University in Atlanta. He received honorary doctorates from Union University in 1990 and 
Mercer in 1999. 

The James T. McAfee, Jr. Endowed Vision and Leadership Scholarship Fund was established in 2005 by his wife and 
son, J. Thomas McAfee III, a graduate of Mercer’s School of Business and a member of the University’s Board of Trustees.

Zach Carman

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Zach Carman, from Marietta, is graduating with a Bachelor of Science in neuroscience, 

minors in biomedical physics, chemistry and Spanish and a perfect 4.0 GPA. He is a Presidential 
Scholar, member of the Honors Program and Phi Beta Kappa inductee. While he has excelled 
academically, these accolades only tell part of his story. 

Since childhood, Carman has had an unquenching curiosity. He carried this curiosity into 
Mercer, where he explored his scientific interests while serving as a student research assistant in 
the fields of psychology, physics and biomedical sciences, assembling an impressive portfolio of 
presentations and co-authored publications. He also served as a teaching assistant and preceptor 
in various disciplines and garnered medical internships related to psychiatry and neurology.

Carman explored the world around him through participation in two Mercer On Mission trips, Vietnam and Greece, 
the former of which he has been asked to return as a preceptor for this summer. Dr. Craig McMahan, University minister 
and dean of chapel, described Carman as a “tireless worker” who goes the extra mile “time and again to help another 
human being.” In addition, Carman deepened his empathy through experiences as a hospice volunteer.

A leader on campus, Carman was active in MerServe, Mercer’s student-led service organization, and served as 
president of the Mercer Prosthetics and Orthotics Club and Alpha Epsilon Delta Pre-Health Honor Society. His special 
interest in mental health led him to organize the Fall Wellness Fair, now an annual event, as a senator with Mercer’s 
Student Government Association. In his limited free time, he loves music and plays bass in several Mercer jazz combos 
and the student-led funk band MothaFunka.

Carman’s ultimate goal is to become a physician equipped with the scientific prowess and compassionate humility 
necessary to serve underserved communities. Currently a semifinalist for a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant award 
to Spain, he hopes to deepen his language skills and cultural fluency before medical school to better enable him to serve 
Hispanic populations in the future.

Carswell Leis and Sandra Scott Leis

School of Medicine
Carswell Leis, a graduating Doctor of Medicine student, is from 

Douglas. He earned a Bachelor of Science in biological sciences magna 
cum laude at the University of Georgia, where he was actively involved 
with Relay for Life and Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity. At the School of 
Medicine-Savannah, Leis served in leadership roles on Student Council 
and Honor Council and as a Medical Association of Georgia student 
delegate. He was involved in a quality improvement research project at 
Memorial Health University Medical Center focused on improving the 
care of the geriatric population.

From Midway, Sandra Scott Leis is a graduating Doctor of Medicine student. She was a competitive swimmer at the 
University of Georgia, where she earned a Bachelor of Science in education in exercise and sport science cum laude. 
At the School of Medicine-Savannah, Leis served as a peer tutor, chair of the ambassador program and member of the 
admissions committee. She was selected as a Landings Women’s Golf Association Cancer Summer Research Scholar. She 
is a member of the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society and Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society and is the Honors Recipient for 
Outstanding Student in Internal Medicine and Outstanding Student in Population Health.

 Carswell and Sandra Leis, who began as classmates and are now married, achieved the Distinction in Service to 
the Community recognition for the creation and implementation of Bear Down for Dinner, a volunteer opportunity in 
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partnership with nonprofit organization Kids Café of America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia.
Both from rural Georgia, they were compelled to launch Bear Down for Dinner during their second year of medical 

school after personally witnessing friends and classmates who experienced food insecurity. Carswell and Sandra Leis 
established a working relationship with Kids Café, which packages and delivers nutritious dinners for school-aged children 
who are at risk for hunger, and recruited volunteers from Mercer University School of Medicine to work alongside them 
packaging take-home, hot meals for children in need. They also created nutritional pamphlets to include with each meal 
to increase awareness of healthy foods and habits for children and their parents. Thanks to the work of Carswell and 
Sandra Leis, thousands of meals were provided daily throughout the school year and summer to children from Chatham 
and nine surrounding counties who are eligible for free and reduced-price lunches.

After graduating, they will begin residencies in internal medicine at the Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston.

To view past James T. McAfee, Jr. Endowed Vision and Leadership Scholarship recipients, 
visit studentaffairs.mercer.edu/awards/mcafee/.

Louie D. Newton General 
Excellence Medal

 
The Louie D. Newton General Excellence Medal is presented to the graduating student who best exemplifies 

scholastic achievement, personal integrity and character, service to the campus community and a commitment to spiritual 
values. The award is named in honor of Newton, a Mercer alumnus, former Mercer professor, Christian journalist, 
distinguished pastor and renowned denominational leader.

Zachary Burke

School of Business
Throughout his time at Mercer, Zachary Burke embodied academic excellence and strength 

of character in the classroom, on campus and in the community. With a desire to use his gifts 
and talents to serve others in meaningful ways, he took on a number of projects and roles with 
eagerness, discipline, care and responsibility.

Graduating with degrees in accounting and religion, he ranks at the top of his class with a 4.0 
GPA. He displayed a genuine love of learning while mastering complex topics and going above 
and beyond the academic requirements of his academic programs. 

As a participant in the 2024 Mercer On Mission program in Cape Town, South Africa, Burke’s 
positive attitude, encouraging presence and work ethic were essential as the team collaborated 

with the Streetscapes organization on initiatives supporting the homeless population. Among his contributions, he 
communicated market research and financial data and identified and corrected sales invoice discrepancies. 

He was a vital member of Mercer’s Internal Revenue Service Volunteer Income Tax Assistance team, exuding the 
utmost professionalism and respect as he prepared tax returns for community members in need of assistance. He also 
served as a summer tax intern for Frazier & Deeter in Alpharetta. 

In addition, Burke served as a peer advisor, president of the Catholic Campus Ministry, and vice president of religion 
honor society Theta Alpha Kappa. Outside of Mercer, he was a volunteer at Atrium Health Navicent Hospice Pine 
Pointe, a math and reading tutor at St. Peter Claver School and an involved member of his Catholic parish. 

Burke’s spiritual values stand front and center in his life. He seeks opportunities to serve the community and grow 
in his faith in everything he does. He hopes to become a Catholic priest and has been accepted into St. Vincent de Paul 
Regional Seminary.

To view past Louie D. Newton General Excellence Medal winners, 
visit studentaffairs.mercer.edu/awards/newton/.

10   |  Un i v e r s i t y  Ho n o r s



Un i v e r s i t y  Ho n o r s   |  11

Wallace DuVall Excellence 
in Leadership Award

 
The Wallace DuVall Excellence in Leadership Award at Mercer University recognizes the outstanding leadership of 

a graduating senior from one of the University’s undergraduate schools and colleges. For award consideration, students 
must be recommended by a faculty or staff member and nominated by their respective dean. Eligible candidates must 
demonstrate the abilities to motivate and inspire the confidence and trust of others, while possessing vision, intelligence, 
integrity and common sense, and having a good academic record. The selected recipient receives a financial award.

Wallace Odell DuVall (1901-1993) was an Atlanta attorney who spent most of his career in the banking industry. 
He served as secretary and attorney of the Atlanta Building and Loan Association, which later became Georgia Federal 
Savings and Loan Association, of which DuVall became chair of the Board of Directors and chair of the Executive 
Committee. A generous benefactor and longtime friend of Mercer University, he was a founding trustee of Atlanta Baptist 
College, which merged with Mercer in 1972 and became the University’s Atlanta campus. He served three terms on 
Mercer’s Board of Trustees, 1972-77,  1978-83 and 1985-90. The Dean’s Suite at the Law School is named for him, as 
well as an academic building on the Atlanta Campus, where his portrait hangs.

Rajwol Chapagain 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Rajwol Chapagain has distinguished himself as a compassionate, natural leader with vision and 
integrity. Graduating with degrees in computer science and communication studies, his 4.0 GPA 
and summa cum laude status are just the beginning of his impressive accomplishments.

Chapagain believes that “technological work is most impactful when it strengthens human 
connection and expands access to knowledge,” and the projects he has initiated have aligned 
with that inspiring mantra. His first major leadership venture came as a high schooler in Nepal, 
when he used his self-taught programming skills to co-found the Nepal Computer Science 
Alliance. Desiring to bridge digital literacy gaps between rural and urban Nepalese communities, 
the nonprofit hosted webinars and workshops that provided free computer science resources and 

drew in 2,000 participants.
In 2022, Chapagain began classes at Mercer as the first international student to receive a Stamps Scholars Program 

full-ride scholarship. With a desire to build community, he founded the Mercer Game Development Club as a junior. The 
club now serves more than 100 budding video game developers and was recognized as the new student organization of the 
year by the Student Government Association in spring 2025.

In addition, Chapagain was a leader on the Binary Bears computer programming team, and he co-led a STEM 
outreach program in Nepal over spring break in 2025. He and Mercer students Prakriti Sapkota and Ria Tamrakar taught 
600 students at three high schools how to use a low-cost, innovative microscope called Foldscope.

With a strong sense of purpose, Chapagain looks for ways to connect and empower others and turn opportunities 
into initiatives with meaningful impact. He has been a source of support and encouragement to other international 
students, helping them feel at home and navigate challenges. As he pursues a career in software engineering, he hopes to 
contribute to outreach efforts that take computer science beyond the classroom.

To view past Wallace DuVall Excellence in Leadership award winners, 
visit studentaffairs.mercer.edu/awards/duvall/.



12   |  Un i v e r s i t y  Ho n o r s

Joe and Jean Hendricks 
Excellence in Teaching Award

 
The Joe and Jean Hendricks Excellence in Teaching Award is a University-wide award given at Commencement to 

an outstanding teacher at Mercer. Personal attention to students and a focus on superior teaching are distinguishing 
characteristics of a Mercer education, and this award elevates and honors these values. The award is named for two of 
Mercer’s greatest teachers. Dr. Joseph “Joe” Hendricks and his older sister, Dr. Jean Hendricks, are both legendary at 
Mercer for their dedication to students and for their ability to engage students in transformative learning and discovery. 

Dr. Jean Hendricks, a 1942 graduate of Tift College, earned her Ph.D. from Florida State University, served as chair 
of the Department of Psychology in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and was the beloved dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences in Atlanta. Dr. Joseph Hendricks, a 1955 graduate of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, earned 
his Ph.D. from Emory University, taught in the First-Year Seminar program for 32 years (both siblings were instrumental in 
creating this long-running program), founded the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and taught for years in the Department of Christianity in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

The Joe and Jean Hendricks Excellence in Teaching Award recognizes a full-time teacher in one of Mercer’s 12 
schools and colleges who best exemplifies the qualities that distinguished Joe and Jean Hendricks as teachers and mentors 
to generations of Mercer students: 

• Challenging and inspiring teaching in and out of the classroom; 
• Active engagement of students in the process of learning, discovery and leadership; and 
• Caring mentoring to motivate students and junior faculty to achieve their highest aspirations. 

The award carries with it a $5,000 stipend.

Phillip T. McCreanor

School of Engineering
Dr. Phillip McCreanor is a master teacher whose remarkable career at Mercer University is 

a testament to his unwavering dedication to student engagement and mentorship. He joined 
the School of Engineering in 1999 and serves as director of the Engineering Honors Program. 
He holds a Ph.D. and M.S. in environmental engineering from the University of Central 
Florida and a BSE in mechanical engineering from the University of Miami. Dr. McCreanor’s 
numerous accolades include the All-Southern Conference Faculty and Staff Team, Mercer 
University/Vulcan Materials Company Innovations in Teaching Award, the American Society for 
Engineering Education’s Outstanding Mid-Career Teaching Award and the Georgia Governor’s 
Teaching Fellow induction.

Dr. McCreanor’s courses demand rigor while inspiring students to see engineering as a tool for meaningful change. 
His teaching philosophy, anchored in concepts, practice and reflection, is not aspirational rhetoric but lived practice. 
Students are challenged to move beyond procedural competence to deep conceptual understanding, ethical reasoning 
and professional judgment. 

Perhaps the most visible expression of Dr. McCreanor’s service-learning experiences is Mercer’s nationally recognized 
Go Baby Go program. Under McCreanor’s leadership, students have designed and modified 200 mobility vehicles for 
children with disabilities, including the first documented foot-operated power-and-steering vehicle. 

Dr. McCreanor embodies the core values of the Hendricks Award, and through programs such as Go Baby Go and his 
community-engaged research partnerships, he helps tell Mercer’s story in the most authentic way possible — through the 
tangible differences our students make in the lives of others.



MSchool of Medicine 
Commencement
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Presiding .............................................................................................................................................  Penny Loraine Elkins, PhD
The President of the University

Call to Order ............................................................................................................................................................... Eric Duhon
Trumpeter

Academic Procession* .........................................................................................................  Mercer University Pipes and Drums

Invocation* ................................................................................................................................... James Charles Elder, Jr., DMin
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Columbus

Trustee, Mercer University

Welcome ...................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Greetings from the School ...................................................................................................  Jean Rawlings Sumner, MD, MACP
Dean, School of Medicine

Greetings from the Board of Governors ......................................................................................  Jennifer Tarbutton, MD, FAAP
Chair, School of Medicine Board of Governors

Former Trustee, Mercer University

Introduction of Speaker ...................................................................................................................................... Joyce Gulle, MD
School of Medicine, Class of 1986

Commencement Address ........................................................................................................... J. Brent Box, MD, FACP, SFHM	
School of Medicine, Class of 1986

University Honors ....................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Lisa Murphey Lundquist, PharmD, FNAP
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Special Awards .....................................................................................................................  Jean Rawlings Sumner, MD, MACP

Conferring of the Degrees ........................................................................................................... The President of the University

Master of Family Therapy | Master of Science in Preclinical Sciences
Doctor of Philosophy in Rural Health Sciences | Doctor of Medicine

Awarding of Diplomas..........................................................................................................  Jean Rawlings Sumner, MD, MACP

Hippocratic Oath ..............................................................................................................................  J. David Baxter, MD, FACP
. Senior Associate Dean, Savannah  

Military and Special Programs Recognition ........................................................................................ Andrew W. Torrance, MD
School of Medicine, Class of 1986

Alumni Welcome ............................................................................................................................ Sharon Moses, MD, FACOG
. School of Medicine, Class of 1986

Special Music, Here I Am Lord ..........................................................................................................  J. David Baxter, MD, FACP
	 Composed by Dan Schutte

Benediction*.................................................................................................................................. James Charles Elder, Jr., DMin

Academic Recession** .......................................................................................................................... Daniel McIntosh, MMus
Organist, Mulberry Street United Methodist Church, Macon

Eric Duhon

* The audience is requested to rise. ** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.
Military Promotion Ceremony will be held in Hawkins Arena immediately following – Invitation only.

School of Medicine Commencement
Friday, May 8, 2026  |  9 a.m.  |  Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus
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J. Brent Box

Commencement Speaker

James Brent Box, MD, FACP, was among the inaugural class of physicians to graduate from 
the Mercer University School of Medicine in 1986. He retired from AdventHealth after most 
recently serving as the chief medical officer. In this role, he had oversight and responsibility for 
clinical quality and safety, hospital medicine, clinical analytics, provider data, clinical informatics, 
documentation integrity, and a broad range of initiatives dedicated to meeting the AdventHealth 
mission and goals of national top performance in clinical excellence, safety, reliability, value and 
patient experience.

Dr. Box previously served as senior medical director of hospital medicine for AdventHealth 
and as chief medical officer, chief hospitalist and medical director of clinics at AdventHealth 

Gordon from 2009 to 2016. He practiced internal medicine for 21 years in Calhoun, where he grew a large multispecialty 
clinic and started a hospital medicine program. He was also on the faculty in the Division of General Medicine at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine and served in the U.S. Navy as a naval flight surgeon.

Dr. Box earned a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from the University of Georgia. After receiving his medical 
degree from Mercer University School of Medicine, he completed his residency in internal medicine at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine. He is a fellow of the American College of Physicians and a senior fellow of 
hospital medicine of the Society of Hospital Medicine.

Dr. Box lives in Winter Garden, Florida, with his wife, Cheryl. They have four children, J.B., Mariel, Mary Beth and 
John David, and two grandchildren, Luke and McKay.

Readers

Adam Albrite, PhD, LMFT 
Program Director, Master of Family Therapy Program

Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences

Manish Mishra, PhD
Director, Master of Science in Preclinical Sciences Program

Associate Professor, Department of Biomedical Sciences

Anne Montgomery, PhD
Director, Doctor of Philosophy in Rural Health Sciences

Associate Professor, Department of Community Medicine

Matthew Varn, MD 
Faculty Representative, Valdosta Campus

Don K. Nakayama, MD, FACS 
Senior Associate Dean, Columbus Campus

J. David Baxter, MD, FACP 
Senior Associate Dean, Savannah Campus

Candi Nobles-James, MD, FACP 
Senior Associate Dean, Macon Campus

Co mm  e n c e m e nt Pa rt i c i pa n t s

Faculty Marshal

Balint Kacsoh, MD, PhD 
Professor of Histology and Physiology, Department of Biomedical Sciences

Joe and Jean Hendricks Excellence in Teaching Award Recipient

Student Marshal

Alice House, MD, DABFM, FAAFP
Senior Associate Dean, Admissions and Student Affairs

Professor, Department of Family Medicine
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Arnold P. Gold Foundation 
Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Awards

 
A key component of medical education is the compassionate and humanistic care of patients.          

In support of that premise, the Arnold P. Gold Foundation sponsors the Humanism in Medicine Awards 
to recognize and honor graduating students and faculty members who have demonstrated the highest 
standard of compassion and sensitivity in their interactions with patients. Mercer University School of 
Medicine graduating students and the faculty have, respectively, chosen a faculty member and a student 
who embody empathic, sensitive and respectful behavior in providing patient care.

2026 Fac u lt y Hum  a n i s m i n Me d i c i n e Awa r d

Charles Moore, MD
Associate Professor, Department of Pathology and Clinical Sciences Education

2026 St u d e n t Hum  a n i s m i n Me d i c i n e Awa r d

Hannah Cabe

Dr. Anna N. Walker Award 
for Teaching Excellence

 
 The Dr. Anna N. Walker Award for Teaching Excellence was developed in 2018 upon Dr. Walker’s 

retirement and is deemed the highest award bestowed on a School of Medicine faculty member. The 
award acknowledges Dr. Walker’s exceptional contributions to the School of Medicine and annually 
recognizes a faculty member who is an outstanding teacher and mentor dedicated to Mercer’s mission.

2026 Awa r d f o r Te ac h i n g Exc e l l e n c e

Wei-Hsiung Yang 
Professor, Department of Biomedical Sciences

Master of 
Family Therapy

Christyana Lorelle Alston †
McDonough, Georgia

Elizabeth Ellen Bahar †
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Madison Nicole Benavidez †
Midland, Texas

De’Ja Vuchelle Bracy
Sugar Hill, Georgia

Ryasia Kehinde Brandy †
Snellville, Georgia

Julia Rose Conley †
Decatur, Georgia

Kounew Her De Leon
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Armyll Janee Dozier †
Atlanta, Georgia

Katie Elkins †
Atlanta, Georgia

Amber Nashay Enadeghe †
Atlanta, Georgia

Ry’n Osborne Foster †
Cumming, Georgia

Joslynn Jeannette Gates †
Atlanta, Georgia

Amanda Grant †
Atlanta, Georgia

Victoria Camille Johnson †
St. Louis, Missouri

Camia Kiera Elzie Jones †
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Heather Anne Lunsford
Culpeper, Virginia

Mona Sadat Mahdavi †
Johns Creek, Georgia

Allison Rickell Mainer
Statesboro, Georgia

Grace Lauren Mays †
Nashville, Tennessee

Zakiya Nilea’ Muwwakkil 
Akerele †
Jacksonville, Florida

Hanna Kang Oh †
Johns Creek, Georgia

Mansi Shaileshkumar Patel †
Warner Robins, Georgia

My Tuyet Phung †
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Bethany Faith Pruett
McDonough, Georgia

Zuzanna Małgorzata 
Rabiniak †
Radom, Poland

Kearston Makayla Shannon †
Forsyth, Georgia

Cheryl Angela Smith
Senoia, Georgia

Emma Anne Steinhaus †
Macon, Georgia

Tavis Donta Tinsley †
Owensboro, Kentucky

Gianna Vitale †
Atlanta, Georgia

Lauryn Elise Waters †
Athens, Georgia

Alia Lashaè Wells †
New Orleans, Louisiana

Anna Michelle White †
Macon, Georgia

Arrie Williams †
Cochran, Georgia

Candis Wright-Graham
Pompano Beach, Florida

Citlalli Zamarripa †
Gainesville, Georgia

Master of 
Science in 
Preclinical 
Sciences

Markell Savant Adams
Morrow, Georgia

Sumer Bhurgri
Cumming, Georgia

School of Medicine

Candidates for Degrees
v Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society   |   u Gold Humanism Honor Society   |   † Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society
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Aliqua K. Christensen
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

Devin Olivier duCille
Alpharetta, Georgia

Mikyraa T. Dukes
Carrollton, Georgia

Magdalene Francesca Ellis
Marietta, Georgia

Gage Allen Hart
Americus, Georgia

Harris Marc Helberg
Marietta, Georgia

Crystal Heo
Suwanee, Georgia

Varshini Kakarla
Suwanee, Georgia

Kevin S. Kim
Macon, Georgia

Kyra Meghan Kraus
Canton, Georgia

Earnest J. Lewis
Windsor, Ontario

Sabrina Monique Luckey
Brunswick, Georgia

Charles A. Melvin
Dudley, Georgia

Hally K. Patel
Warner Robins, Georgia

Happy Rakeshkumar Patel
Adel, Georgia

Ashleigh Caroline Proctor
Martinez, Georgia

Varun Mani Senthil
Alpharetta, Georgia

Connor Joshua Slabiak
Cumming, Georgia

Danielle Lovette Thomas
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Jaylen Joshua Tindal
Fayetteville, Georgia

Abigail Elizabeth Vaughn
Rome, Georgia

Candice Marie Williams
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Olivia Mae Young
Social Circle, Georgia

Doctor of 
Philosophy in 
Rural Health 
Sciences

Ashley Marie Harrington †
New Berlin, New York

LaVondra Twanett Scarver
Detroit, Michigan

Doctor of 
Medicine

John David Adams
Crandall, Georgia

Saadia Akram
Waycross, Georgia

Ameena Ali
Columbus, Georgia

Neel Sachin Ambardekar
Alpharetta, Georgia

Travis Curtis Anderson v †
Hazlehurst, Georgia

Jimmy Robert Asbell III
Macon, Georgia

John Austin Ashby
Decatur, Georgia

Juan Antonio Ayerdi v
Columbus, Georgia

Thomas Walter Bagwell
Cumming, Georgia

Alexandria Belle Bailey
Woodstock, Georgia

Savanna Katherine Banks
Richland, Georgia

Nicole Sade Bello
McDonough, Georgia

Mackenzie Lowman Best
Watkinsville, Georgia

Morgan Bailey Boyd
Eatonton, Georgia

Zachary John Brieck
Johns Creek, Georgia

Victoria Christina Brown
Cumming, Georgia

Amanda Lora Brugh
Canton, Georgia

Evelyn Fagan Burley
Moultrie, Georgia

Melinda Claire Busman
Americus, Georgia

Sierra Mackenzie Byrd
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Hannah Elizabeth Cabe u
Harrison, Georgia

Christian Ray Casteel
Villa Rica, Georgia

Amber LaRue Castleberry
Barnesville, Georgia

Haley Channell v
Cumming, Georgia

Lauren Amberlie Chitwood v
Danielsville, Georgia

Daniella Alessandra 
Chrabuszcz v †
Macon, Georgia

Lindsey Duke Clark
Bainbridge, Georgia

William Reid Clark
Canton, Georgia

Emily Victoria Clifton v †
Metter, Georgia

William Roswell Clifton v †
Valdosta, Georgia

Noah Arren Collins
Guyton, Georgia

Bree Annette Comer
Gray, Georgia

Matthew Ryan Corn
Grayson, Georgia

Olivia Anne Craig
Marietta, Georgia

Katherine Sara Cuadrado
Brookhaven, Georgia

Ashitha Dama v
Johns Creek, Georgia

Peyton Parker Dekle
Jesup, Georgia

Maria Betzabe Diaz
Dalton, Georgia

Rachel Anne Divack
Cumming, Georgia

Trey Austin Doss
Tifton, Georgia

Charles Chestnut Drew
Columbus, Georgia

MacLaren Anne Durkee
Macon, Georgia

Andrew Noah Ensley
Warner Robins, Georgia

Christiana Oluwatobi 
Esowhode
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Amari Evans
Valdosta, Georgia

John Tyler Exum
Nashville, Georgia

Mauricio Jonas Farinacci
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Meagan Andreasen Farinacci
Warner Robins, Georgia

Elisa Rose Farrell v †
Marietta, Georgia

Carlton Trent Faulk, Jr.
Talking Rock, Georgia

Lauren Barnes Fletcher v †
Calhoun, Georgia

Dylan Cooper Fromm
Warner Robins, Georgia

Miller Gantt	
Columbus/Hamilton, Georgia

Caroline Lee Gillanders v †
Peachtree City, Georgia

William Claude Glawson IV v
Macon, Georgia

Joseph Richard Graham
Ringgold, Georgia

Jessica Melissa Greene
Gray, Georgia

LaBryson Armani Greene
Thomson, Georgia

Phoebe Grace Guidry
Perry, Georgia

Faith Christina Harris v
Guyton, Georgia

Abigail Elana Harrod
Americus, Georgia

Christopher Covington 
Harvey v †
Macon, Georgia

Franklin Harvey
Jeffersonville, Georgia

Sara Jane Hitt v
Waycross, Georgia

MacKenzie Copeland Hoover
Leesburg, Georgia

Harrison Blake Hughes v †
Dalton, Georgia

Gia Annalise Jackson v †
Macon, Georgia

Brandi Jarvis
Senoia, Georgia

Raymond O’Connor 
Johnson, Jr.
Saint Simons Island, Georgia

Alaina George Dawson Joiner
Sandersville, Georgia

Aneesa Ann Jones
Dahlonega, Georgia

Ana Marija Jukic
Savannah, Georgia

Daniel Kim
Columbus, Georgia

Wonjun Billy Kim
Alpharetta, Georgia

Nathaniel Augustine Kirchoff
Waycross, Georgia

Nicholas Aaron Kostromin
Martinez, Georgia

Megan LeeAnn Baker Kral
Hoschton, Georgia

Blake Austin Kunkler
Fitzgerald, Georgia

Jack Harris Lambert
Ty Ty, Georgia

Christopher M. Lane
Columbus, Georgia

Carswell Fredrick Leis
Douglas, Georgia

Sandra Scott Leis v †
Midway, Georgia

Kathryn Odine Lockwood
Cleveland, Georgia

Sarika Mahajan
Alpharetta, Georgia

Brendan Michael Mahoney
Savannah, Georgia

Sasha Adaiah Mainer
Metter, Georgia

William Harris Maloy
Newnan, Georgia

Hamit Martinez	
Columbus, Georgia

Abigail Hightower Mastin
Macon, Georgia

Morgan Lindsay Mathis v
Macon, Georgia

Farran Smith McElligott
Gainesville, Georgia

Lilly Grace McIncrow
Savannah, Georgia

Baxter Lawson McWhorter
Rome, Georgia

Anita Mani Medepalli
Gainesville, Georgia

Tristan Luke Melton
Dawsonville, Georgia

Brandon Noel Merrill
Statesboro, Georgia

Raina A. Modi
LaGrange, Georgia

Jordan Riley Mount
Carrollton, Georgia

Bhuvaneshwari Muchandi
Suwanee, Georgia

Gautham Krishna Mudireddy
Blackshear, Georgia

Konner Smith Murray
Gray, Georgia

Cole Joseph Muzio v †
Cumming, Georgia

Gabrielle Ann Newsome
Cedartown, Georgia

Trung Pierre Nguyen
Morrow, Georgia

Tahirah Aziza Nimi
Springfield, Georgia

Sara Elizabeth O’Neal
Thomasville, Georgia

Rhett Nathan Parr
Bishop, Georgia

Cameron Scott Paschal
Social Circle, Georgia

Casey Lee Passmore
Dawsonville, Georgia

Deep Pinakin Patel
Tifton, Georgia

Himani Patel v
Brunswick, Georgia

Karina Ashok Patel
Sylvester, Georgia

Meha Nayan Patel
Gainesville, Georgia

Mitt Dinesh Patel
Camilla, Georgia

Payal Patel
Douglas, Georgia

Pratik Patel
Bainbridge, Georgia

Sonny Ramesh Patel
Moultrie, Georgia

Dat Daniel Minh Pham
Centerville, Georgia

Madeline Ngoc Pham
Hartwell/Athens, Georgia

Owen Charles Phelps
Albany, Georgia

Alyssa Brooke Phillips
Senoia, Georgia

Caroline Grace Poole
Fayetteville, Georgia

David Hernan Posas
Valdosta, Georgia

Sania Qazi
Duluth, Georgia

Sneha Rajeev
Midland, Georgia

Yenamala Ushasri Reddy
Baxley, Georgia

Andrew Garland Register
Donalsonville, Georgia

Alexander John Rehak
Columbus, Georgia

Briana Sykera LaMarya 
Richardson
Albany, Georgia

Dominic Sean Robles
Statesboro, Georgia

Margarett Louise Roddenbery v
Atlanta, Georgia

Toni Michelle Rogers
Watkinsville, Georgia

Michaela Routh v †
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Corie James Salvi, Jr.
Statesboro, Georgia

John Marshall Scott v †
Gainesville, Georgia

Haley Alston Sellars v
Ellaville, Georgia

Ian Alexander Sellars v †
Cumming, Georgia

Lamonica Yvette Shinholster
Haddock, Georgia

Elizabeth Omolara Shoaga
Dallas, Georgia

Landon Charles Simmons
Cartersville, Georgia

Simran Kaur Singh
Bainbridge, Georgia

Madeline Grace Smith v
Rome, Georgia

Mary Catherine Stamey
Valdosta, Georgia

Haley Herold Stapleton
Savannah, Georgia

Nicole Elizabeth Steel
Alpharetta, Georgia

Persia Alexis Suárez
Cedartown, Georgia

Mohammed Hussain Syed
Atlanta, Georgia

Rebecca Ashton Taylor v †
Waycross, Georgia

Anna Bryce Tucker
Gainesville, Georgia

Camden Davis Tucker
Tifton, Georgia

Kenley Rae Tyler
Barnesville, Georgia

Melanie Valencia
Flowery Branch, Georgia

Sahan Dhruv Vangala
Macon, Georgia

Austin Carter Waits
Jackson, Georgia

Isaiah Vontrez Nigel Ware
Columbus, Georgia

Katherine Elisa Waters
Brunswick, Georgia

Eva Franziska Weitkamp
Suwanee, Georgia

Rachel Evelyn Welch
Powder Springs, Georgia

Sara Kate Wiggins
Carrollton, Georgia

Reagan Bessinger Williams
Gainesville, Georgia

Abby Elizabeth Young v
Jackson, Georgia

Lynsey Elaine Young
Chatsworth, Georgia

Candidates for Degrees
v Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society   |   u Gold Humanism Honor Society   |   † Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society



I do solemnly swear and affirm in front of my faculty and colleagues 
as witnesses that throughout my life I will adhere, at all times, to the 
Mercer University School of Medicine Student Code of Honor and 
Professional Conduct and that I will keep that code and this oath:

I pledge to uphold and honor the principles of honesty, integrity and 
professionalism which are required for the practice of medicine and will accept 
my responsibility to keep these principles along with the consequences should I 
fail to do so. 

I will hold those who taught me this art dear and will freely teach this art to those 
who wish to learn it. I will impart knowledge of the art to my own students.

I will use scientific foundations, which will benefit my patients according to my 
greatest ability and judgment, and I will knowingly do no harm or injustice to 
them. I will practice my profession with conscience and dignity. The health of my 
patient will be my first consideration. I will prevent disease whenever I can, for 
prevention is preferable to cure.

I will not give a lethal drug to anyone if I am asked, nor will I advise such a plan.  
I will not knowingly prescribe any drug that would do harm.

Into whatever homes or institutions I go, I will enter them for the benefit of the 
sick, avoiding any voluntary act of impropriety or corruption.

Whatever I see or hear in the lives of my patients, whether in connection with my 
professional practice or not, which ought not to be spoken of outside, I will keep 
in absolute confidence, as considering all such things to be private. I will respect 
the secrets, which are confided in me, even after the patient has died.  

I will not permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, party politics or 
social standing to intervene between my duty and my patient.

So long as I maintain this Oath faithfully and without corruption, may it be 
granted to me to partake of life fully and the practice of my art, gaining the 
respect of all people for all time. However, should I transgress this Oath and 
violate it, may the opposite be my fate.

May I always act so as to preserve the finest traditions of my calling, and may I 
long experience the joy of healing those who seek my help.  

Hippocratic Oath
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School of Law Commencement

Friday, May 8, 2026  |  3 p.m.  |  Hawkins Arena, University Center, Macon Campus

Presiding ...........................................................................................................................................................  Penny Loraine Elkins
The President of the University

Prelude.....................................................................................................................................................................  Daniel McIntosh
Organist, Mulberry Street United Methodist Church, Macon

Academic Procession*...............................................................................................................  Mercer University Pipes and Drums

Invocation*.................................................................................................................................................................... Sarah Gerwig
Professor of Law

Welcome ........................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Greetings from the Law School .............................................................................................................................  Karen J. Sneddon 
Dean and Professor of Law 

Introduction of Speaker .........................................................................................................................................  Karen J. Sneddon  

Commencement Address ............................................................................................................. The Honorable Erica L. Woodford
Superior Court Clerk, Macon-Bibb County

University Honors ............................................................................................................................ The President of the University

Student Awards .......................................................................................................................................................  Jeannie Zipperer
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

Special Recognitions

	 Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medal .........................................................................................................  Lisa Murphey Lundquist
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

	 George Waldo Woodruff Award of Excellence .....................................................................................  Lisa Murphey Lundquist

	 Reynold J. Kosek, Jr. Excellence in Teaching Award .....................................................................................  Seth Michael Lewis
Editor in Chief, Mercer Law Review

Conferring of the Juris Doctor ......................................................................................................... The President of the University

Karen J. Sneddon

Charge to Graduates ..............................................................................................................................................  Karen J. Sneddon

Presentation of the Class of 2026 ........................................................................................................................... Alexis N. Merritt
President, Student Bar Association

Hooding Ceremony .......................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Karen J. Sneddon

Benediction* ................................................................................................................................................................. Sarah Gerwig

Academic Recession**............................................................................................................................................  Daniel McIntosh

* The audience is requested to rise.
** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.
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Erica L. Woodford

Commencement Speaker

The Honorable Erica L. Woodford serves as the Clerk of Superior Court of Bibb County. A 
native of Macon, she earned her Bachelor of Arts in political science and African American 
studies from Mercer University and her Juris Doctor from Cumberland School of Law at Samford 
University in Birmingham, Alabama.

Woodford began her legal career in private practice, representing clients in juvenile, family 
and criminal matters for nearly a decade, before being appointed to serve as associate judge and 
magistrate in Bibb County Civil and Magistrate Courts. Prior to her election to public office, 
she taught as an adjunct professor at Fort Valley State University, Wesleyan College and Central 
Georgia Technical College.

Woodford was elected Superior Court clerk in 2012 and re-elected in 2016, 2020 and 2024. During her tenure, she 
has worked to modernize and broaden access to the office: implementing electronic filing ahead of the statutory mandate, 
hiring multilingual staff, digitizing all land records from 1823 to the present, and installing electronic filing kiosks in 
Macon-area public libraries.

Woodford led the Enslaved People Project, along with Dr. Chester Fontenot and attorney Stephanie Woods Miller, 
through which nearly 1,000 deed transactions documenting the sale of enslaved African Americans have been digitized 
and made available for public research. She considers this the most meaningful work of her career. The project was 
recognized with the 2023 Historic Preservation Award by the Historic Macon Foundation.

Woodford also serves as an adjunct professor at Mercer University Law School. She is a member of the State Bar of 
Georgia, the State Bar of Georgia Committee on Professionalism, the Constitutional Officers Association of Georgia, 
the National Association of Court Management (DEI Committee), the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys, 
the Macon Bar Association, Downtown Rotary of Macon and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. She currently serves as 
president-elect of the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia and will assume the presidency of that organization.
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Hooders

Ushers

Mercer Law Students

Kaleb Byars
Assistant Professor of Law

James P. Fleissner
Professor of Law

Patrick E. Longan
William Augustus Bootle Chair in 

Professionalism and Ethics and Professor of Law

Gary J. Simson
Macon Chair in Law and 

Professor of Law

Co mm  e n c e m e n t Pa rt i c i pa n t s

Marshals

Bonnie Carlson
Director of Experiential Education 

and Associate Professor of Law

Katie Powers
Assistant Dean of Advocacy

Scott Titshaw
Associate Dean for Faculty Research 

and Development and Professor of Law

2026 Awa r d Re c i p i e n t

Ashley Lane Hammond

George Waldo Woodruff Award of Excellence
 

The George Waldo Woodruff Award of Excellence is Mercer Law School’s most prestigious award. Given to 
the graduating student who has the highest GPA at the end of five semesters, the award honors George Waldo Woodruff, 

distinguished businessman, proponent of education and friend of Mercer University School of Law.
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Reese Addison
Samantha Archer
Paul W. Atwood

Intisar Choudhury

Stephens Olivia Preston Collins
Melissa Flores

Benson Thomas Gathany
Bryson Lucas Guillen

Nawar Khan
Hannah Mackenzie King

Karolyn Grace Lucas
Elizabeth Lee McDaniel

Dylan Todd McDowell
Alexis N. Merritt

Brittany Carter Phillips
Elizabeth Darlene Tadlock

Addison B. Taylor
Tanner Townsend

Kelly Yoon

Reese Addison
Jordan Boyer Bell

Micah Stephen Burdette
Jayla Nyasia Monae Chambliss

Marion Crossfield 
Caleb Jackson Dills

Andrew Colby Eunice
Devin Russell Folser

Vatia Marie Frazier 
Nathan Lewis Gowen
Karolyn Grace Lucas

Dylan Todd McDowell

Elayna Malea McSwain
Lucious M. Moore

Matthew Alexander Shatto 
Morgan Elena Simmons

Elizabeth Darlene Tadlock
Skylar E. Toto

Nicolette Zerillo 

Certificate in Public Service

The Certificate in Public Service is awarded to students who have demonstrated a commitment 
to public service and have completed pro bono work as well as coursework focused on public service.

School of Law

Candidates for Degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   † Military

Reese Addison
Bonneau, South Carolina

William Anglin *
Sautee, Georgia

Samantha Archer
Conyers, Georgia

Paul W. Atwood
Winter Garden, Florida

Ynnel R. Banks	
Decatur, Georgia

Ashton Cole Bearden *~
Forsyth, Georgia

Jordan Boyer Bell **
Atlanta, Georgia

Elizabeth Porter Bolles *
Macon, Georgia

Emma Boyd	
Woodstock, Georgia

Gabriella Brown
Suwanee, Georgia

Joe Preston Burch	
Douglas, Georgia

Micah Stephen Burdette	
Newnan, Georgia

Kaitlyn Marie Carannante	
Buford, Georgia

Jayla Nyasia Monae 
Chambliss	
Macon, Georgia

Jack Chenette	
Fayetteville, Georgia

Intisar Choudhury **	
Chamblee, Georgia

Cayla Nicole Clark	
Atlanta, Georgia

Caroline Pannell Cole	
Forsyth, Georgia

Jared Cox	
Culloden, Georgia

LeeAnne Crespo	
Valley Stream, New York

Marion Crossfield	
Cumming, Georgia

Joshua Justus Cummings	
Athens, Georgia

Andrew Alexander 
Cunningham	
Griffin, Georgia

Patrick Ryan Darnell	
Newnan, Georgia

Isabelle Jones Darrah	
Columbus, Georgia

Kenadi Grace Davis	
Hahira, Georgia

Caleb Jackson Dills	
Dalton, Georgia

Sarah Elizabeth Dinkins
Jacksonville, Florida

Cassandra Grace Doscher *	
Valdosta, Georgia

Andrew Colby Eunice	
Statham, Georgia

Melissa Flores **	
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Devin Russell Folser
McDonough, Georgia

Vatia Marie Frazier	
Columbus, Georgia

Kaitlynn Nicole Friscoe	
Fort Myers, Florida

Hayden Garvin **~	
Vidalia, Georgia

Benson Thomas Gathany	
Decatur, Georgia

Kayla Solange Goodridge	
Covington, Georgia

Nathan Lewis Gowen	
Douglas, Georgia

Kendall Jan Greene	
Atlanta, Georgia

Bryson Lucas Guillen	
McDonough, Georgia

Jean Marc Guitton, Jr. 	
Augusta, Georgia

Caroline Banahan Hager * 	
Lexington, Kentucky

Rob Hamby	
Demorest, Georgia

Jacob Ryan Hamm **	
Lakeland, Georgia

Ashley Lane 
Hammond ***~	
Barnesville, Georgia

Alexandria Elizabeth 
Hatten *
Barnesville, Georgia

James C. Hawkins	
Roswell, Georgia

Hilton Hebb **
Jacksonville, Florida

Conner Hill	
Monroe, Georgia

Sara Hingson-
Rodriguez **
Jacksonville, Florida

Charles Nathaniel Howard	
Augusta, Georgia

Samantha Brooke Jackson	
Dublin, Georgia

Kory Jarzyk **	
Loganville, Georgia

Briana Rose John	
Sandy Springs, Georgia

Victoria A. Johnson	
Lexington, Kentucky

Nicholas Steven Johnston	
Miami, Florida

Devin B. Joiner **
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Lunden Keith	
LaGrange, Georgia

Nawar Khan	
Duluth, Georgia

Hannah Mackenzie King **
Jacksonville, Florida

Thomas S. Kiser *
Ringgold, Georgia

Madison Knuth	
Auburn, Alabama

Elena LaRoss	
Powder Springs, Georgia

Talia Elizabeth Lane 
Levine **	
Windermere, Florida

Seth Michael Lewis **	
Decatur, Georgia

Karolyn Grace Lucas	
Maryville, Tennessee

John P. Lynch *	
Jacksonville, Florida

Ember L. Mayo	
Summerville, Georgia

Elizabeth Lee McDaniel *	
Monroe, Georgia

Dylan Todd McDowell	
McDonough, Georgia

Graham Witherington 
McGinty *	
Savannah, Georgia

Elayna Malea McSwain	
Gray, Georgia

Sonia Aurora Meletios	
Alpharetta, Georgia

Christopher Jared 
Mendelson
Cumming, Georgia

Alexis N. Merritt	
West Green, Georgia

Sellers Culpepper Miller **	
Columbus, Georgia

Zachary Bryan Miller *
Leesburg, Georgia

Jacob Elias Mitchell	
Monticello, Georgia

Raymond Howard 
Mobley III *†	
Kathleen, Georgia

Lucious M. Moore *	
Fort Valley, Georgia

Alani Marie MooYoung	
Summerville, Georgia

Toan M. Nguyen	
Lilburn, Georgia

Isabel Nieves	
Orlando, Florida

Joi Nobles	
Conyers, Georgia

Grace Margaret Norton	
Lilburn, Georgia

Alexis Oliver	
Darien, Georgia

Nicolas Pegorer	
Los Angeles, California

Brittany Carter Phillips	
Warm Springs, Georgia

Jackson Powell	
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Sebastian Rashley *	
Cleveland, North Carolina

Ricky Ray	
Tifton, Georgia

John T. Roberts **	
Watkinsville, Georgia

Jolie Anne Rowland *	
Dublin, Georgia

Peter Garvey Rowsey	
Roswell, Georgia

Elizabeth Celia Sanchez	
Flowery Branch, Georgia

Madison Victoria Schmitt	
Cullman, Alabama

Jodie Lee Scott **	
Pelham, Georgia

Kevin Christopher Scott, Jr.	
Columbus, Georgia

Courson L. Seymour	
Thomaston, Georgia

Matthew Alexander 
Shatto **~	
Peachtree City, Georgia

Madison Shaw *
Kennesaw, Georgia

Margaret Sims 
Shehane **~
Savannah, Georgia

Morgan Elena Simmons	
San Antonio, Texas

Presley Ann Smith	
Metter, Georgia

Margaret Stearman	
Louisville, Kentucky

Sarah Scarborough 
Stilwell *
Macon, Georgia

Patrick L. Stogner	
Marietta, Georgia

Sheldon Clemon Suggs	
Atlanta, Georgia

Lana Suleiman	
Orange County, California

Grant Swanson	
Boca Raton, Florida

Brantley Ben 
Swindell **~
Claxton, Georgia

Elizabeth Darlene Tadlock	
Birmingham, Alabama

Addison B. Taylor	
Milledgeville, Georgia

Ethan DeBruicker Terrell *	
Sandy Springs, Georgia

Gunnar M. Tolson	
Gainesville, Georgia

Lacey Elizabeth Toomey **
Tyler, Texas

Skylar E. Toto	
Orlando, Florida

Tanner Townsend **~	
Woodstock, Georgia

Karson Kenady Troth	
Marshall, Missouri

Austin Cherie Tucker
Cumming, Georgia

Curtis B. Walker, Jr.	
Columbus, Georgia

Emily Kay Wallace	
Locust Grove, Georgia

Wyatt Wangsnes	
Augusta, Georgia

Katie Ward	
Newnan, Georgia

Anna Gayle Wiggins **	
Bremen, Georgia

Katherine Grace Wilder	
Fort Valley, Georgia

Mackenzie Caylin Wilder	
Gainesville, Georgia

Jaidin Alyssa Winsor *	
Thornton, Colorado

Joshua R. Wright **	
Roswell, Georgia

Kelly Yoon	
Cumming, Georgia

Nicolette Zerillo
Cumming, Georgia

Special 
Hooding

Austin Bennett **	
Valdosta, Georgia

Mary Evelyn Brock	
Gainesville, Georgia

Stephens Olivia Preston 
Collins	
Douglas, Georgia

Charlie Johnson	
Eastman, Georgia

William Patterson 
Kennedy
Macon, Georgia

Sarah Katherine Wall 
McDaniel	
Hawkinsville, Georgia

Stephen Bradford Sikes **	
Columbus, Georgia

Kendall Naomi White	
Acworth, Georgia

Juris Doctor/
Master of 
Business 
Administration

Mackenzie Powell Crooms	
Statesboro, Georgia

Bailey Dupré	
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Natalie Claire Frachiseur	
Dahlonega, Georgia

Isabella Blake Moore	
Kennesaw, Georgia
Final grades for graduates are not due 
until June. Degrees and honors will 
not be determined or become final 
until all student GPAs are computed 
in June. The program reflects those 
graduating students who, based 
on grades earned in the first five 
semesters, are likely to receive honors 
when final grades are calculated.

Certificate in Advanced Legal Writing, Research and Drafting

The Certificate in Advanced Legal Writing, Research and Drafting is awarded to students who have completed intensive advanced-level 
writing workshops spanning the final two semesters of law study, as well as advanced training in legal research and drafting. 
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Presiding ............................................................................................................................................................ Penny Loraine Elkins
The President of the University

Academic Procession*............................................................................................................................................  Alvin Roy Blount
Organist

Invocation* .......................................................................................................................................................  C. Gregory DeLoach
Dean, School of Theology

Welcome ........................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Introduction of Speaker ..............................................................................................................................  Lisa Murphey Lundquist
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Greetings and Words of Encouragement ............................................................................................................. Liza Guy Chapman
Mercer University Board of Trustees

Special Music ......................................................................................................................................  Tanushka Sisodiya, CLAS ’25

Message from the President ............................................................................................................. The President of the University

Conferring of the Degrees 

	 College of Pharmacy ................................................................................................................... Dean Michael Andrew Crouch
Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences | Master of Science

Doctor of Pharmacy | Doctor of Philosophy
	 School of Business .......................................................................................................................... Dean Julie Ann Petherbridge

Bachelor of Business Administration | Master of Accountancy
Master of Business Administration | Master of Science

	 College of Education ...........................................................................................................  Dean Thomas Raymond Koballa, Jr.
Bachelor of Science in Education | Master of Arts in Teaching | Master of Education

Master of Science | Specialist in Education | Doctor of Philosophy
	 School of Theology ...........................................................................................................................  Dean C. Gregory DeLoach

Master of Arts | Master of Divinity | Doctor of Ministry
	 College of Nursing .............................................................................................................................  Dean Tammy Diane Barbé

Bachelor of Science in Nursing | Master of Science in Nursing
Doctor of Nursing Practice | Doctor of Philosophy

	 College of Professional Advancement ......................................................................................... Dean Priscilla Ruth Danheiser
Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Science | Master of Science | Doctor of Philosophy

	 College of Health Professions ............................................................................................  Interim Dean Nannette Cole Turner
Master of Medical Science | Master of Public Health | Doctor of Public Health

Doctor of Physical Therapy | Doctor of Psychology
University Marshal ...........................................................................................................................................  Susan Whitley Miller

Professor of Pharmacy Practice, College of Pharmacy

Presentation of Graduates ...................................................................................................................................... Sharon Lim Harle
Assistant Vice President, Office of Alumni Engagement 

and University Special Events; Reader

Alumni Welcome .......................................................................................................................................... John Andrew Patterson
Senior Vice President for University Advancement

Benediction* ...................................................................................................................................................... Kellie Raiford Appel
Senior Vice President for Strategic Initiatives

Academic Recession**...........................................................................................................................................  Alvin Roy Blount

* The audience is requested to rise.  ** The audience is requested to remain in place until the completion of the academic recession.

Atlanta Commencement
Saturday, May 9, 2026  |  1 p.m.  |  Gas South Arena, Duluth



At l a n ta   |  25

Liza Guy Chapman

Greetings from the Mercer Board of Trustees

Dr. Liza Chapman graduated with her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Mercer University 
College of Pharmacy in 2002. Her post-graduate experience includes a one-year community 
practice residency at Mercer University College of Pharmacy in conjunction with Kroger Pharmacy.

Dr. Chapman is currently serving as chief professional officer for the Pharmacy Technician 
Certification Board (PTCB), where she is responsible for all external stakeholder relationships 
with national and state pharmacy professional associations, boards of pharmacy and educators and 
employers of pharmacy technicians. Prior to her time with PTCB, Dr. Chapman was the pharmacy 
clinical sales manager for the Kroger Co. Atlanta division, where she coordinated and managed 
all patient care services for over 180 pharmacies. Her practice focused on health coaching, 

immunization delivery, medication therapy management and point-of-care health screenings.  
Dr. Chapman has served in various leadership positions with the Gainesville-Hall County Junior League including 

president, is a past president of the Georgia Pharmacy Association (GPhA), and is a former chair of the Georgia Pharmacy 
Foundation. She currently serves as the chair of the Georgia Center for Civic Engagement Board of Directors.

Dr. Chapman has been recognized with the GPhA’s Young Pharmacist of the Year, College of Pharmacy’s Young Alumni 
of the Year, Meritorious Alumni, Carlton Henderson, and Distinguished Alumni awards, and is a fellow of the American 
Pharmacists Association. Her service to Mercer University includes as College of Pharmacy Alumni Board president, 
College of Pharmacy Board of Visitors member, National Alumni Board president and President Club chair. In addition,   
she is currently serving as a member of the Board of Trustees and the Mercer Athletic Foundation Board of Directors.
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 Susan Whitley Miller
Professor of Pharmacy Practice

College of Pharmacy

University Marshal

Faculty Marshals

Renee Hayslett
Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences

College of Pharmacy
 

Reza Maihami
Assistant Professor of Supply Chain 

Management and Analytics
School of Business

 
Carol A. Isaac

Professor of Educational Leadership
College of Education

 
Angela N. Parker

Associate Professor of New Testament and Greek
School of Theology

 
 Linda Ann Streit

Professor
College of Nursing

 
Fred Bongiovanni

Professor of Sociology and Religious Studies
College of Professional Advancement

 
Michelle M. Robbins

Clinical Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Clinical Psychology

College of Health Professions

Banner Bearers

Leisa Marshall
Clinical Professor of Pharmacy Practice

College of Pharmacy
 

Nik Volkov
Associate Professor of Finance

School of Business
 

Mary Kay Bacallao
Professor of Education
College of Education

 
David G. Garber, Jr.

Associate Professor of Old Testament and 
Hebrew and Director of Distance Learning

School of Theology
 

Patricia J. Troyan
Associate Professor
College of Nursing

 
Gregory A. Baugher

Associate Professor of Mathematics
College of Professional Advancement

 
Cheryl L. R. Gaddis

Professor of Practice and
Chair of the Department of Public Health

College of Health Professions 

Co mm  e n c e m e n t Pa rt i c i pa n t s



Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration

Nadia Ambareck 
Brooklyn, New York

Renika Ball-Harris 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Emily Bates *
Marietta, Georgia

Marisa Rose Beasley 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Tyra Shardell Bolling **
Petersburg, Virginia

Lindsey Boyd 
Rockmart, Georgia

Nykiah Shaneka Brantley 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Penney Lynn Brumwell 
McDonough, Georgia

Jocelyn Bertha Caldwell 
Atlanta, Georgia

Precious Diamond 
Castillo-Jeudy 
Hampton, Georgia

Candice Laurel Childers 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Katherine Danielle Circe 
Moultrie, Georgia

Shonda Nicole Clayton-
Turner 
Hampton, Georgia

William Hernan Cortes 
McDonough, Georgia

Darryl Brooke Daigle **
Oxford, Georgia

Hailey Rebecca Donovan 
Homestead, Florida

Amanda Flippen 
Miami, Florida

Nicholas Franklin 
Griffin, Georgia

Peyton Michael Gerdes 
Bogart, Georgia

Hannah Golden
Milledgeville, Georgia 

Alexis Michelle Hackney ~ 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Bria Emon Horton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Samantha Marie 
Hubbard 
McDonough, Georgia

Lashune Holt Jones 
Shiloh, Georgia

Samantha Lee 
Monticello, Georgia

Sydnor Lockett 
Decatur, Georgia

Whitley Miller 
Atlanta, Georgia

Christopher Thomas 
Mokros, Jr.
Memphis, Tennessee

Demarcus Antonio Moore 
Opelika, Alabama

Delma Montserrat Mullis 
East Dublin, Georgia

Britney Han Nguyen **
Swainsboro, Georgia

Theia D. Offord **
Suwanee, Georgia

Kayla M. Paige
Buena Park, California

Michael-David Powell 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Terence Lewis Pruitt 
Morrow, Georgia

Carlos A. Remice * 
Douglasville, Georgia

Jaime Ashley Rex 
Jackson, Georgia

Stuart William Roane 
Athens, Georgia

Zindziswa Kalisha Sealy 
Dallas, Georgia

Valerie Jenice Simmons 
Macon, Georgia

Isabella Smith 
Rockmart, Georgia

Tynisha Smith-Hatcher 
Loganville, Georgia

Robert C. Spann 
Macon, Georgia

Adrienne Deanna 
Stephens 
Thomaston, Georgia

Cady Marie Suber *
Moultrie, Georgia

Ethen Christian Thomas 
Acworth, Georgia

Bob Thomas Traylor 
Washington, Indiana

Adam M. Twomey 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Zharia Renee Williams-
Coker 
McDonough, Georgia

Angela C. Wilson 
Cartersville, Georgia

Jared McKnight Wilson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jacob Sterling Wyatt 
Vallejo, California

Micah Brianna Wyatt 
Griffin, Georgia

Master of 
Accountancy

Abel Santhosh Abraham 
Snellville, Georgia

K`La Dorlyn Albers 
Douglasville, Georgia

Naiya Cheyanne Allen 
Covington, Georgia

Gatlin G. Ashley 
Rydal, Georgia

Cody Adam Bass 
Columbus, Georgia

Sarah Berhanu 
Mississauga, Ontario

Kelsey Cadenhead ~ 
LaGrange, Georgia

Cason Blane Cantrell 
Covington, Georgia

Tommy Anthony 
Carter, Jr.
New Haven, Connecticut

Jillian Kersten Catton 
Brampton, Ontario

Edward Leonard 
Chancey, Jr.
Atlanta, Georgia

Janae Chandler
Lake City, South Carolina

Adjidiatou Diallo 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Steven Phillip Dilbeck 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Danielle Iyana Dillard 
Midland, Georgia
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Bachelor of 
Science in 
Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

Tabarek Al Owaidi
Powder Springs, Georgia

Aliyah Atkinson 
Fairburn, Georgia

Mary Elora Drury 
Nashville, Georgia

Shamiracle Bre’toya 
Aaliyah Fannin 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Ilani Marie Lawrence 
Rex, Georgia

Lucy Dana Lester 
Conyers, Georgia

Erin Ashley Lewis 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Georgeanu Ramiz 
Mikhail 
Duluth, Georgia

Blane Garen Mimbs
East Dublin, Georgia

Sheree LaNier Morton 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Khadija Murphy 
Hampton, Georgia

Aneree Patel 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Makayla Lynn Pollitt 
Mansfield, Georgia

Kaitlin Bounket Thai 
Calgary, Alberta

Sahar Usta 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Alisha Westbrook 
Thomson, Georgia

Master of 
Science 
Morgan Elizabeth Jones 
Conyers, Georgia

Hala Obideen 
Atlanta, Georgia

Atiya Siddiqui 
Karachi, Pakistan

Maitri Chetan Trivedi 
Atlanta, Georgia

Doctor of 
Pharmacy

Loryita Qiana Acey **
Eufaula, Alabama

Jada Kamaya Bell 
Riverdale, Georgia

Charity Nicole Boss 
Folkston, Georgia

Kendall T. Boyd **	
Cairo, Georgia

Deandra Lata Bradley 
Columbus, Georgia

Christel Michelle Buck 
Capital Heights, Maryland

Hoaithuong Katherine Bui 
Morrow, Georgia

Julia Olivia Chaisit 
Marietta, Georgia

Raj Naresh Champaneri 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Kayla De’Tonia Day 
Conyers, Georgia

Caylee Durden 
Statesboro, Georgia

Ashleigh Ewens **
Greer, South Carolina

Julia Lin Filip **
Owasso, Oklahoma

Markus Jeremiah Garrett *
San Diego, California

Ashlyn Garrett-Starnes **
Franklin, Georgia

Adrian Ghadrdan 
Marietta, Georgia

Mackenzie Margaret 
Farmer Ginn *
Newnan, Georgia

Kyra Camill Green *
Albany, Georgia

Kristi Guerrero **
Moultrie, Georgia

Priyanka Jai Gupta **
Valdosta, Georgia

Jacob Harman ** 
Franklin, Georgia

Jazmine Tamika Harris 
Union City, Georgia

Kameron Briana 
Hicks ***
Macon, Georgia

Jessica Jean Holland *
Arnold, Missouri

Dannica Cheyenne 
Holloway 
Blue Ridge, Georgia

Claren D. Hornbuckle 
Mableton, Georgia

Mandy Huang 
Macon, Georgia

Denisha Hughley 
Thomaston, Georgia

Jaznique Raquel Joseph 
Miami, Florida

Tia Karout **
Meis Al Jabal, Al Jnoub

Mardiyah Khoulani
Damascus, Syrian Arab 
Republic

Toran Shaquan Kirkland 
Birmingham, Alabama

Christopher J. Lam ***
Santa Clara, California

Thompson Trí Van Lê * 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Gabriel Lopez-Garcia * 
Salinas, Puerto Rico

Matina Manandhar **
Decatur, Georgia 

Gabrielle Victoria 
McCall **
Riverdale, Georgia

Tamia Beyonce’ Merritt 
Americus, Georgia

Jillian Mitchell 
Carrollton, Georgia

Autaria Frankie Morgan *
Acworth, Georgia

Franklin Chidubem 
Muoka 
Anambra, Nigeria

Jenny Nguyen Do **
Forsyth, Georgia

Vy Hong Nguyen 
McDonough, Georgia

Haley Mackenzie Nitz *
Boiling Springs, South Carolina

Ameera Noorani 
Duluth, Georgia

Colleen Olabosunmola 
Oshodi *
Bowie, Maryland

Allison Oteju ***~
Powder Springs, Georgia

Alexandria Michelle 
Owens 
Winder, Georgia

Jeel P. Patel 
Savannah, Georgia

Priyanshi K. Patel *
Kennesaw, Georgia

Vishvaben Chandrakant 
Patel **
Atlanta, Georgia

Olivia Perdue 
Norsworthy **
Ellenwood, Georgia

Sehee Oh Pham **
Seoul, South Korea

Thao Uyen Pham
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Akshita Pulla 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Raechelle Irene 
Raymore **
Loganville, Georgia

Megan Jissell Rebollar 
Gainesville, Georgia

Rebecca Recinos 
Marietta, Georgia

Taylor Richardson *
Atlanta, Georgia

Tessa Schulz ** 
Dubuque, Iowa

Omar Sheikh 
Dalton, Georgia

Megan C. Smith 
Bohemia, New York

Brianna Zhané Taylor 
Panama City, Florida

Dominique M. Taylor 
Memphis, Tennessee

Clajanique Thames 
Dacula, Georgia

Ruth Wanjiru 
Thiong’o **~ 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Thuy Trang Thi To 
Marietta, Georgia

Jyles Ariadne Santos 
Trinidad ***
Atlanta, Georgia

Haley Turner 
LaGrange, Georgia

William Dale Turner 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jonathan Parker Vincent
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Mary Oanh Vu 
Syracuse, New York

Tyaisha’ Kianta Watkins 
Selma, Alabama

ZaMya Da’Shay 
Williams ***
Statesboro, Georgia

Silviya Yordanova ***
Peachtree City, Georgia

Doctor of 
Philosophy

Emmanuel Oluwaseun 
Adediran 
Ibadan, Nigeria

Sreelakshmi 
Nandakumar Menon ~ 
Mumbai, India

Tro Thien Nguyen 
Tucker, Georgia

Razan Teyani
Tripoli, Libya

Richa Tyagi
Ambala Cantt, India

Mary Oanh Vu 
Syracuse, New York

College of Pharmacy

Candidates for Degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

School of Business

Continued –
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Mary Edwards
Ball Ground, Georgia

Jessica Kathrine Ellison 
Macon, Georgia

David Keith Evans, Jr.
Alabaster, Alabama

Jermima Jan George 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Orantes Grant 
Atlanta, Georgia

Andrew Harrison Grigsby 
Roswell, Georgia

George Holden Jackson 
Griffin, Georgia

Delories Brittney 
Johnson 
Savannah, Georgia

Kelley Ann King 
Sharpsburg, Georgia

Nia Alexandria King 
Ellenwood, Georgia

Yousouf Lane 
Monrovia, Liberia

Rubens Laurent 
Rincon, Georgia

Haley Margaret Lederer 
Millis, Massachusetts

Wesley Lance Lyde 
Gray, Georgia

Elizabeth Lee Marrs 
Cumming, Georgia

Ariese Franchesca 
Marshall 
Monroe, Georgia

Brianna A. Marshall 
Fairburn, Georgia

Whitney Martin 
Lithonia, Georgia

Mario Javier Martinez 
Diamondhead, Mississippi

Christopher Francis 
McCarter 
Macon, Georgia

Rasheed Jaleel Michel 
Hampton, Georgia

Joseph Aaron Mizraim 
Blythewood, South Carolina

Cynthia R. Moore 
McDonough, Georgia

Kennedy Nicole Moton 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Austin Park 
Buford, Georgia

Christopher Marvin 
Peterson 
Macon, Georgia

Tashana Marielle-Alexis 
Pink-Langley 
Buford, Georgia

Ambriana La’Shay 
Reynolds 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kristen Robinson 
McDonough, Georgia

Vann Christopher Russ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Faheem Ahmed Shaik 
Hyderabad, India

Ying Shen 
Wuxi, China

Sahal Shergill
Powder Springs, Georgia

Natasha K. Shipp 
Woodland, Georgia

Curtis Eugene Smith II 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Craig Stanley Smith 
Hartford, Connecticut

Mateus Nelson Souza 
Smyrna, Georgia

Brandie Marie Stewart 
Winston, Georgia

Belinda Rose Tagoe 
McDonough, Georgia

Shareese C. Taylor 
Fairburn, Georgia

Moses Thomas 
Monrovia, Liberia

Aaliyah Thompson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Connor Alexander 
Thompson ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jesse Tasso Tisdale 
Atlanta, Georgia

Seth Patrick Tomlinson 
Leesburg, Georgia

Pandy Warren
Warner Robins, Georgia

Angela Lynn Weathers 
Alapaha, Georgia

Airyona Jacqueline 
Williams 
Fairburn, Georgia

Benjamin Zeb Wilson 
Round Oak, Georgia

Gunnar Michael Wood 
Madison, Georgia

Junjie Yang 
Yuncheng, China

Christopher Young Yun 
Duluth, Georgia

Chao Zhang 
Atlanta, Georgia

Master of 
Business 
Administration

Ifrah Hussein Abdi 
Atlanta, Georgia

Erika Abelard 
Marietta, Georgia

Kiira B. Adams Pittman 
Atlanta, Georgia

Norberta Abena Adwubi 
Afriyie Siaw 
Snellville, Georgia

Joseantonio Alcalde 
Elberton, Georgia

Marcus A. Alford 
Fairhope, Alabama

Maria Celeste Allu ~ 
Sugar Hill, Georgia

Nana Pokuah Agyemang 
Appiah 
Atlanta, Georgia

Madison E. Arnold 
Warner Robins, Georgia

George Arowoselu 
Roswell, Georgia

Antony Arputharaj 
Snellville, Georgia

Jacob Attell
Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia

Ajiana Janae Barbary 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Briana Alexis Barthell 
Miami, Florida

Uriah Bayete
Hollywood, Pennsylvania

Mafy Berte
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire

Peyton Geoffrey Boone 
Macon, Georgia

Wesley Harold Booth 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Roderick Keith Boykin 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lakeeya Ja’tavia 
Brockington ~ 
Douglas, Georgia

Alyssa Kay Brown 
Alapaha, Georgia

Ansley Sophia Brown 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Deondus D. Brown 
Atlanta, Georgia

Monique V. Bryan 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Brandon T. Bush 
Bainbridge, Georgia

Kinza Ceesay 
Herndon, Virginia

Imani Alexis Choukair 
Atlanta, Georgia

Richard Charles Clasen 
Cleveland, Ohio

Iasmim Dias Combs ~
Powder Springs, Georgia

Xochilt Itzel Cruz Salcedo 
Conyers, Georgia

Kyle Cuffe
Harlem, New York

Jahvon Isaiah Cylin 
Hampton, Georgia

Tatyana Elizabeth Davis 
Miramar, Florida

Tristan Brian Davis 
Macon, Georgia

Celia Diller ~ 
Rome, Georgia

Sean Michael Dominguez 
Silver City, New Mexico

Miles Ede
Powder Springs, Georgia

Reginald Essien 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Sarah Katherine Sellers 
Eversole 
Macon, Georgia

Obichukwu Ezennia 
Atlanta, Georgia

Temia Flint, Jr.
Macon, Georgia

Kaylin Flukey
Egg Harbor Township, 
New Jersey

Peyton Foreman
Washington, D.C.

Charlie Louis Gamble II
Rome, Georgia 

Sadie Justine Garcia 
Dalton, Georgia

Onaedo Garrett 
Grayson, Georgia

Makayla T. George 
Smyrna, Georgia

Casey Masters Gill 
Cumming, Georgia

Richard William Gray ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kyra Camill Green 
Albany, Georgia

Candice Nicole Grooms 
Atlanta, Georgia

Victoria Rae Grove 
Sarasota, Florida

Ronald Charles Hall 
King II 
Okinawa, Japan

Teresa Harris 
Atlanta, Georgia

Winter L. Hawkins-Hasan 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Blake Hensley 
Lakewood, Colorado

Jonathan Dustin Herrin 
Patterson, Georgia

Kameron Briana Hicks 
Macon, Georgia

Andrea Michelle 
Honaker ~ 
Winterville, North Carolina

D’Andre Maurice Houssel 
Covington, Georgia

Tamara L’Shea Howard 
Fort Valley, Georgia

Allana Rue-Jean Hudson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Tiarra Teon Ivey 
Atlanta, Georgia

Hasnain Mohamed Jamal 
Snellville, Georgia

Amanda Jarrette 
Hollywood, Florida

Xavier Alexander 
Jennings 
Cherryville, North Carolina

Jeb Samuel Johnson 
Moultrie, Georgia

Aaron Lee Jones 
Perry, Georgia

Jasmine Jones 
Covington, Georgia

Taylor Deanna Jones 
Valdosta, Georgia

Tiffany Nicole Jones 
Columbus, Georgia

Jeremy Jordan 
Decatur, Georgia

Christopher Anthony Katz 
Raleigh, North Carolina

Bryan Lee Kirkland
Twin City, Georgia

Ryan Kolesar 
Woodstock, Georgia

William Andrew Lafferty 
Columbus, Georgia

Lake Lambert IV 
Macon, Georgia

Steven Brooks Lanigan 
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Taylor Jordan Lee 
Atlanta, Georgia

Alexander Leonard 
Cumming, Georgia

Charlene Lewis
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Michael Magee 
McDonough, Georgia

Ishani Gulabbhai Malani
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India

Jennifer Maldonado-
Zuniga 
Cumming, Georgia

Mastaneh Manouchehri 
Atlanta, Georgia

Abigail Esther Martinez 
Marietta, Georgia

Theopris Bernard 
Mason, Jr.
Riverdale, Georgia

Jared Bryce Matlock 
Buford, Georgia

Frederick Carrington 
Matthews
Atlanta, Georgia

Janai Chellese Matthews
Atlanta, Georgia

Eboni C. McClam 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kasey Danielle McClure ~ 
Rutledge, Georgia

John Wright McConnell 
Morgantown, West Virginia

Aiyana Nicolle McKinney 
Atlanta, Georgia

Chloe Messina 
Fort Myers, Florida

Riley Aniston Michaud 
Marietta, Georgia

Dilnoza Mirakhmedova 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Abdallahi Safia 
Mohamed 
Dimbokro, Cote d’Ivoire

Trennace D. 
Montgomery 
Riverdale, Georgia

Courtney Rae Moore 
Gilbert, Arizona

David Nicholas Moulder 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Hilda Nadia Moundounga 
Atlanta, Georgia

Emily Caitlin Murray 
Lyons, Georgia

Callum Newton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Alexander Ngo 
Lilburn, Georgia

Denny Nguyen 
Macon, Georgia

Victor Okonkwo
Lawrenceville, Georgia 

Allison Oteju ~
Powder Springs, Georgia

Sarah Emily Park 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Aja Takiyah Parker 
Akron, Ohio

Parthavi Kartikey Patel 
Buford, Georgia

Carlotta Pitts
Powder Springs, Georgia

Antonette Powell 
Savannah, Georgia

Kennedy Madison 
Rayford 
McDonough, Georgia

Katheryn Elizabeth 
Rearley
Townsend, Georgia 

Dylan Cole Reynolds 
Macon, Georgia

Marleni Rosario 
Concepcion 
Loganville, Georgia

William Tyler Rowland 
Newnan, Georgia

Parvatiben Harshal Sali
Vadodara, Gujarat, India

Chelsea Salmon 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Brandi Harper Sasser 
Roswell, Georgia

Bryant Calvin Scott ~ 
Sylvania, Georgia

Steven Luke Selph 
Eastman, Georgia

Asia Louise Eileen Smith 
Fairburn, Georgia

Zoe Grace Smith 
Jesup, Georgia

Daniel Alejandro Sol 
Martinez 
Atlanta, Georgia

Rikki L. Stewart 
Henderson, Kentucky

William Joseph Stewart 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Cherry Sullivan 
Rome, Georgia

Victor Grainger Taylor III 
Cary, North Carolina

Dana Antonia Taylor 
Conyers, Georgia

Quinton Antonio Taylor 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Yaron Taylor 
Jamaica, New York

Blake Joseph Terro 
Chatsworth, Georgia

Khaaliq Thomas 
Detroit, Michigan

Olga Tolochek 
Loganville, Georgia

Tia Denece Tuggle 
Snellville, Georgia

Jeffrey Phillip Turner, Sr.
Chicago, Illinois

Teranikia K. Usher 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Alistaire Alfonso Utley
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Loydith Huaman Valdivia
Marietta, Georgia

Aaron L. Vanzant
Atlanta, Georgia

Lydia Ann Vavases
Calhoun, Georgia 

Alejandro Vazquez
Cumming, Georgia

Patrice C. Walker ~
Forsyth, Georgia

Zachary Wallace
Florence, South Carolina

Khadijah Kierra Waller
Macon, Georgia

Nicholas Bradley Wanzer 
Frisco, Texas

Elizabeth Webb 
Dawsonville, Georgia

Heather Nicole 
Whisenhunt 
Tallapoosa, Georgia

Tayler Kelsey White 
Demorest, Georgia

Zachary Chastain Whyte 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Michael De’Shawn Wilkins 
Dayton, Ohio
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Darnesha Williams 
McDonough, Georgia

Jontarvis Williams 
Bonaire, Georgia

Britten C. Wilson ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lakeithea Canae Wilson 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Courtney Elon Windham 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Sebastian Wilhelm Wolf 
Bielefeld, Germany

Jacob James Woods 
Canton, Georgia

Leila Imani Works 
Atlanta, Georgia

Destiny Yearby 
Atlanta, Georgia

Master of 
Science

Enoch Joel Abraham 
Atlanta, Georgia

Andrew Joseph Anand 
North Chennai, India

Charishma Anga 
Hyderabad, India

Myat Myat Aye 
Clarkston, Georgia

Genrei R. Baldemor 
McDonough, Georgia

Myriam Itate Bokanya 
Dacula, Georgia

Brandon C. Bryant 
Smyrna, Georgia

Shaun Varoon Kumar 
Campbell
Hyderabad, India 

Shalini Reddy 
Chandupatla 
Karimnagar, India

Dongcheng Chen 
Shantou, China

Piyush Chowhan 
Atlanta, Georgia

Krishna Vamsi Divvella
Atlanta, Georgia 

Nandini Doredla
Lilburn, Georgia 

Kevin Jihad Epps 
Macon, Georgia

Avinash Ganisetti 
Eluru, India

Angeline Glory Jessy 
George Thomas 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dacarri Latrice Grant 
Columbus, Georgia

Torin Hackett 
Covington, Georgia

Danny Jalbout 
Tucson, Arizona

Jamarcus Anthony 
Jarrett 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Jibbin Anna Johnson ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jahnae Jones
Warner Robins, Georgia

Judith A. Jules-
Deshommes 
Irvington, New Jersey

Manideep Kankala 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sai Sasidhar Kantheti 
Hyderabad, India

Bhavani Keerthi 
Atlanta, Georgia

Garrett Matthew Kemp 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Venkata Sai Siddartha 
Kesanakurthi 
Hyderabad, India

Hyunji Kim
Seoul, South Korea

Vedha Srimathi Kumar 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Srikanth Kurapati 
Sankarapuram, India

Kaushik Das Lnu 
Atlanta, Georgia

Tiya Lnu
Delhi, India

Ajay Kumar Mahato 
Rourkela, India

Sai Janani Maraboina 
Atlanta, Georgia

Elizabeth Ann Merchant 
Macon, Georgia

Lamarr Mitchell 
Covington, Georgia

Safwan Mohammed 
Cumming, Georgia

Vineesha Muri 
Atlanta, Georgia

Minh Ngoc Phuong 
Nguyen
Can Tho, Vietnam

Phong Thanh Nguyen
Hue, Vietnam

Ehiagwina Raphael 
Omoera
Lagos, Nigeria

Miguel Pacle 
Columbus, Georgia

Manish Babu Palakurti 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ankita Patel
Atlanta, Georgia 

Akshitha Pathuru 
Hyderabad, India

John Joseph Paytas III
Linwood, New Jersey

Theodore Adam 
Persing ~ 
Forest Lake, Minnesota

Thi Thanh Tu Pham 
Dong Nai, Vietnam

Samuel Subhakar 
Pulapakuri 
Visakhapatnam, India

Sharmeen Salim 
Rahimani 
Foz do Iguacu, Brazil

Joseph Momanyi Riro 
Nairobi, Kenya

Jack Robert 
Schneiderman 
Sharpsburg, Georgia

Patibanda Venkat 
Gaurav Sharma 
Hyderabad, India

Tasia R. Small
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Kaylin Nicole Stringer 
Atlanta, Georgia

Pavithra Surapaneni 
Hyderabad, India

Mohita Talasila 
Hyderabad, India

Amaris Iman Thorpe 
Columbus, Georgia

Venkata Sai Rakesh 
Tiruvuru 
Hyderabad, India

Richard Alexander 
Williams III 
Loganville, Georgia

Lelena Zewdu 
Mableton, Georgia
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Bachelor of 
Science in 
Education

Grace Rashiera Anderson 
Tallahassee, Florida

Burnadette Celetta 
Anozie 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Jasmin Bacon 
Atlanta, Georgia

Nancy Dawn Benish 
Sugar Hill, Georgia

Katavius R. Brown *
Atlanta, Georgia

Kristen Sorel Bush ~ 
Salisbury, North Carolina

Jacqueline Carr 
Lithonia, Georgia

Kennedy Sierra Carrell-
Barros 
Conyers, Georgia

Catherine Castano 
Queens, New York

Shalondria Sharnell 
Chapman 
Meansville, Georgia

Christine Chetram 
Buford, Georgia

Katherine Elizabeth 
Christian ***
Griffin, Georgia

Courtney Clark 
Albany, Georgia

Elizabeth Hannah Comer 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Briana Sharee Cook 
Atlanta, Georgia

Adjo Perpetue Cooper 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Courtney Cummings 
McDonough, Georgia

Tirrica David 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ashley Davis 
Douglasville, Georgia

Bonquisha Monique 
Davis * 
Ellenwood, Georgia

Melonee S. Denton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Beverie Latoya Dixon 
Loganville, Georgia

Casey Lynnette 
Donaldson 
Stonecrest, Georgia

Sherri’e Duhart 
Atlanta, Georgia

Eumasa Keimyadu 
Elliott ***~
Griffin, Georgia

Leticia Fletcher
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Sia Foday
Stone Mountain, Georgia

MaKeba Lenora Frazier 
Morrow, Georgia

Asheli Kantrell Antonia 
Garmon 
Loganville, Georgia

Rosalyn Gordon *
Stockbridge, Georgia

Mimi Danielle Hawkins 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Abigail Hernandez 
Hernandez ***
Rex, Georgia

Carmen Nicole Hester 
Lilburn, Georgia

Chasity Danielle Hurley 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Ramia Nyisha Jenkins 
Douglasville, Georgia

Destiny Reign Johnson 
Covington, Georgia

Rebecca Jordan 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Katriona Shanal Knox 
Albany, Georgia

Christina Quinn Labrador 
Lakewood, California

MeChelle’ Cerise 
Martin **
Rex, Georgia

Toya Lannette 
Miller ***~
Atlanta, Georgia

Nyisha Sharmaine-Tina 
Moore 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Queen Victoria Morris *
Atlanta, Georgia

Tracy Mosley 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Sirita Murphy 
Atlanta, Georgia

Trenise Neely-Brown 
Lithonia, Georgia

Michelle C. Nelson *~
Atlanta, Georgia

Lauren O’Kelley *
Carrollton, Georgia

Karen Allen O’Neal 
Senoia, Georgia

LaQuanna Marie Packer 
Atlanta, Georgia

Alaynna Lillie Page 
McDonough, Georgia

Enjoli Sadi Pankey-
Branton 
Queens, New York

Chemise Roanita Parker 
Norfolk, Virginia

Holly Leann Partridge 
Bremen, Georgia

Allesia Marie Pate 
Marietta, Georgia

Shari Perkins 
Union City, Georgia

Rekeil Latoya Peterson 
Albany, Georgia

Keyshauna Pipitone 
Dallas, Georgia

Muska Rahat *
Atlanta, Georgia

Claire Marie Rawlins 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Caroline Morrow 
Rickman 
Waynesville, North Carolina

Christina Lynn 
Ridley ***
Concord, Georgia

Carmorrow Monique 
Robinson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Daminah Nakibiya 
Rogers **
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Chaundra N. Scott 
Fairburn, Georgia

Kennethea Smith 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kiyona Monique Smith 
Yonkers, New York

LaQwana Geneca Smith 
Macon, Georgia

Simone Astasia Snipes 
Newnan, Georgia

Kawanna S. Taylor 
Albany, Georgia

William Jake Tingler **
Newborn, Georgia

LaTonya Kishell Tolefree 
Covington, Georgia

Liszet Torres **
Forest Park, Georgia

Kori Alicia Turner 
Detroit, Michigan

Lashanda Williams 
Leesburg, Georgia

Rasheena Atoy
Williams 
Albany, Georgia

Jamesa Denise Wilson 
Tuskegee, Alabama

Ayanna T. Woodard 
Atlanta, Georgia

Madisson LeeAnne 
Woodruff 
Covington, Georgia

Master of 
Arts in 
Teaching

Serena Danielle Ahmadie
Atlanta, Georgia

Nasrin Akther 
Norcross, Georgia

Jawaher Sammy Al-
Ibrahim ~ 
Cartersville, Georgia

Scott Morgan Allen 
Lilburn, Georgia

Michelle Anderson 
Griffin, Georgia

Kelsee Anne Arnold 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Sarah Grace Barr 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sophia Grace Beachy 
Kokomo, Indiana

Adarius Booker 
Atlanta, Georgia

Traéa Brittney Ann 
Denair Bowden 
Omaha, Nebraska

Whitney N. Braun 
Columbus, Mississippi

Donna Elizabeth Briggs 
Cedartown, Georgia

Kevione’ Brown 
Sandusky, Ohio

Tynisha Tenette Brown 
Lilbourn, Missouri

LaPorchae Brenae-
Lyjuan Bryant 
Duluth, Georgia

Divine Cade
Charleston, South Carolina

Ronald Dario Calle 
Norcross, Georgia

Pierre Hemeric Charles 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Hoza Adrian Chavis 
Suwanee, Georgia

Justin Childers 
Canton, Georgia

Davia Chin 
Grayson, Georgia

Jemiah Clark 
Atlanta, Georgia

Breonna Shanae Clayton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lauren Doris Janee 
Coachman 
Miami, Florida

James W. Corley, Jr. ~
Southfield, Michigan

Kelli Lynn Craig 
Covington, Georgia

Isa Maria Crescini-Sims 
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Bastet Hayuh Cross 
Covington, Georgia

Destiny Lashun Davis 
Atlanta, Georgia

College of Education
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Cateria Shanice 
Donaldson 
Valdosta, Georgia

Damekas Antron 
Eubanks 
Thomson, Georgia

Philomena Lucina 
Eugene ~ 
Hampton, Georgia

Quantanease Tya’ Evans 
Conyers, Georgia

Hira Fatima Farooq 
Atlanta, Georgia

Erin D. Finley ~ 
Decatur, Georgia

Jody Carlos Flint II 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Dawn Denise Garries ~ 
Riverdale, Georgia

Wendy Germain 
Bonne-Annee 
Grayson, Georgia

Tatyana Nichole Gipson 
Decatur, Georgia

Ashton Kay Gough
Amelia Court House, Virginia

Abigail Elizabeth Gross 
Rutledge, Georgia

Ayesha Habib 
Suwanee, Georgia

Crystal Shante’ Harris 
Sparta, Georgia

Jaela Trenae Harris 
Atlanta, Georgia

Deondre Haynes 
Calera, Alabama

Maria Jose Hernandez-
Hernandez 
East Point, Georgia

Sarah Joanne 
Hochhauser 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Karen Lynell Hogan 
Memphis, Tennessee

John Gregory Isaiah, Jr.
Akron, Ohio

Jahanara Islam 
Grayson, Georgia

Tammia Ashley Jacobs 
Ellenwood, Georgia

Sherieka P. James Cole ~ 
Covington, Georgia

TeKalyn Janae Brown 
Jeffreys 
Macon, Georgia

Brittanie-Claire Ayrica 
Johnson 
South Fulton, Georgia

Jaelyn Denise Johnson 
Newland, North Carolina

Ahshayla Denisha Jones 
Fairburn, Georgia

Cole Xavier Jones-Ford 
Lithonia, Georgia

Chanreaksmey Kim 
Atlanta, Georgia

Tawanda King Cheek 
Dacula, Georgia

Kenadee Louise-
Gabrielle Knight 
Decatur, Georgia

Malcolm Elijah Langford 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Lucy Allyson Bricker 
Lansdowne 
Marietta, Georgia

Nhi Le-Brown 
Panama City, Florida

Detrice Toynia Lewis 
St. Petersburg, Florida

Abigail Eley Lindsey 
Williamson, Georgia

Kenedi A. Maddox 
Atlanta, Georgia

Quanita Manuel 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jonathan Wesley 
Marshall 
Atlanta, Georgia

Grace Snowden Mather 
Decatur, Georgia

Zakiria Mays 
Griffin, Georgia

Emma Claire 
McNaughton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kristen Nicole Moore 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Sandra Morales 
Xochipiltecalt 
Conyers, Georgia

Nicole Morgan
Beaufort, South Carolina

SeQioa Carolyn Nelson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kyrian Domonique 
Netter 
Atlanta, Georgia

Edward Niemi 
Athens, Georgia

Ricardo Oliver, Jr.
Cleveland, Ohio

Giazelle Lafay Owens 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kamille K. Parchment-
Clunis 
Fairburn, Georgia

Ronak Patel ~
Jersey City, New Jersey

Walker Pearson 
Luthersville, Georgia

Jolene Pierce 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Stephanie Delores 
Quevedo Rivera ~ 
Loganville, Georgia

Royale Soleil Randall 
Lithonia, Georgia

Kearra Shunta Rogers 
Greenville, Mississippi

Laura Moreland Rutland 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Sabrina Fay Salters 
Loganville, Georgia

Felecia Yvette Sirmans 
Atlanta, Georgia

D’Montre’ Smith 
Columbia, South Carolina

Paige Sharonne Lizzie 
Smith 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Victoria Rose Smith 
Lilburn, Georgia

Harrison Taylor Spikes 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Samantha Grace 
Stebbins 
Marietta, Georgia

Patrick Quinntin 
Strickland 
Atlanta, Georgia

Shannon LaShay Sumlin 
Americus, Georgia

Toya Shenelle Tann
Rich Square, North Carolina

Fawn Thomas Brown 
Lithonia, Georgia

Englishe Ombre Thomas 
Lithonia, Georgia

Payton Thompson 
Champaign, Illinois

Simiya Thompson 
McDonough, Georgia

Serena Gabrielle Tolbert 
Lithonia, Georgia

Ashley Nicole Toliver 
Bainbridge, Georgia

Alaysha Chasity Tahjia 
Turner 
Gainesville, Georgia

Anderia Janile Walker 
Atlanta, Georgia

Anitha Walker 
Mableton, Georgia

Ameenah Wheeler 
Nelson 
Marietta, Georgia

Kim R. White 
Suwanee, Georgia

Jaleisa Leigh Wiley 
Marietta, Georgia

Sandra AnnMarie 
Williams 
McDonough, Georgia

Sherika T. Williams 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dawnkenya Damara 
Willis 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Megan Elizabeth Wilson 
Ellijay, Georgia

Jordan Elise Zanders 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Master of 
Education

Bernard Columbus 
Agurs, Jr.
Rock Hill, South Carolina

Courtenay Shantel 
Alexander 
Norfolk, Virginia

Katherine Amber Allen ~ 
Covington, Georgia

Candice Marie Alliston 
Eatonton, Georgia

Ashley Nicole Anderson 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Earl Frank Armstrong 
Columbus, Georgia

Breonca Nykea Ashley 
Eatonton, Georgia

Bianca Bell 
Rex, Georgia

Kristy Baggarley Bowker 
Roberta, Georgia

Renee Brown 
Monroe, Georgia

Audrey Katina Brunson 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Brittany Monique Bynum 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Jennifer Thamar Cadet 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Shiminege Calhoun 
Atlanta, Georgia

Marcia Elaine Clarke 
Covington, Georgia

Stephanie Johnson 
Corley ~ 
Jefferson, Georgia

Tamikia Latrice Crawford 
Riverdale, Georgia

Shanika Markee Curry 
Chicago, Illinois

Jaquavious Malik Daniels 
LaGrange, Georgia

Zaria Ann Davenport 
Snellville, Georgia

LaShundra Davis 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ileana Elizabeth DeJesus 
Atlanta, Georgia

Amore Edwards 
Buford, Georgia

Denise Farray 
Laurelton, New York

Kaylea D. Gaines 
Young Harris, Georgia

Marlicia T. Gale
De Kalb, Mississippi 

Nydia Symone Gay 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Candi Lee Gilmore 
McDonough, Georgia

Emma Grace Gitau 
Gainesville, Florida

Terrah Greene 
Macon, Georgia

Gleneatrice Lavette 
Harden 
Macon, Georgia

Brandice Harrison 
Loganville, Georgia

Jordan Huerta 
Collins, Georgia

Shadavia Cheante’ 
Jackson 
Albany, Georgia

Randolph James 
Birmingham, Alabama

Megan Lynn Jones 
Gray, Georgia

Jan’Teria Kilgore 
College Park, Georgia

Nicole Alexandra 
Kostakos 
Marietta, Georgia

Christina Cherise 
McCollough 
McDonough, Georgia

Madison Mercer 
Ambrose, Georgia

Hannah Mills 
Gray, Georgia

Adam Mobley 
Hampton, Georgia

Kristin Murphy 
Marietta, Georgia

Yvonne Ndure
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Jessica Dawn Nelson 
Roswell, Georgia

Nnamdi Nwabueze 
Onyekwuluje 
Covington, Georgia

Alaicha L. Penamon 
Forsyth, Georgia

Stefanie Pena-Reyes 
Atlanta, Georgia

Raven Ayanna Reece 
Atlanta, Georgia

Rosa Mae Constance 
Reynolds 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

Naomi Rivera 
Buford, Georgia

India Nicole Scott 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Gerlisa D. Shipman 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Taylor Gabrianna 
Skelton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Cassandra H. Smith 
Covington, Georgia

Golden Uniez Smith 
Miami, Florida

McKenzie Claire Stevens 
Lexington, Georgia

Kaitlyn Jeanne Strouth 
Suwanee, Georgia

Quincy Alvin Taylor 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Jasmine Brezshae 
Thomas 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Florence Elizabeth 
Thompson 
Brunswick, Georgia

Noelle Elizabeth Turner 
Grayson, Georgia

Angie Walker
Decatur, Georgia

Wendy Michelle Walker ~ 
Perry, Georgia

Andrea Louise Waller 
Eatonton, Georgia

Christine Watson 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Sparkle Wheatley 
Chicago, Illinois

Mandy Rena Whitfield 
Spring, Texas

LeAnn Wilcher 
Lyons, Georgia

Zaire Winston Williams 
Brooklyn, New York

Master of 
Science

Trenaz’ae Ford
Savannah, Georgia 

Amy R. Muniz-Phillips
Locust Grove, Georgia

My’Asia Shantal Mutch
Waynesboro, Georgia

Specialist in 
Education

Brie-Lenn S. Abney 
Ball Ground, Georgia

Mary LaShaun Akins
Forsyth, Georgia

Tanisha D. Allen 
Detroit, Michigan

Yolanda Renita Austin 
Douglasville, Georgia

Talahia Nicole Barden ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

LaTonya Bledsoe 
Carrollton, Mississippi

Gentsey Booker 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Courtney Danielle 
Bridges 
Griffin, Georgia

Danielle Elizabeth 
Bryant ~ 
Riverdale, Georgia

Brittney Breanna Burley 
Flint, Michigan

Nicole Kelly Capps 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Kiwanna Chelette Cobbs 
Miami, Florida

India Dominique 
Cornileus 
Grayson, Georgia

Julian Renee Crawford 
Griffin, Georgia

Eboni Toneil Iona Crosby 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dzanana Cufurovic 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Stacey Cummings 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Kimberly Nicole Davis 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Keona La’Isa Doughty 
Cleveland, Mississippi

Rickey Wesley Dover 
Aragon, Georgia

Kiara JaShae Doyle 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Yolette Jamison Duncan 
Detroit, Michigan

Nickie Shevelle Evans 
Griffin, Georgia

Kaylee Elizabeth Gaisford 
Suwanee, Georgia

Santana Elizabeth Gantt 
Atlanta, Georgia

Martha Alice Gerstel 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Leah Nicole Griffin 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Katelyn Bernee’ 
Hardaway 
Lithonia, Georgia

Chasity Janee Hatcher 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Vilayvone Haynie 
Suwanee, Georgia

Mary A. Terry Heggs 
Waynesboro, Georgia

Darian Maurice 
Herrington 
Newnan, Georgia

MyKenya Tasmeen 
Brown Hester 
Braselton, Georgia

Madolyn Elizabeth Hicks 
Macon, Georgia

Keekwak Meyika 
Holloway 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jhade Alexandrya Irby 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ada E. Jacobs ~ 
Morrow, Georgia
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Theresa James 
Moultrie, Georgia

Jessica D. Jones 
Kennett, Missouri

Niya Ja’va Kendrick 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jennifer Kersey 
Jackson, Georgia

Denaya Shalice Key 
Atlanta, Georgia

Denisse Kosky Cabrera 
Buford, Georgia

Alexandra Markert 
Lamping 
Macon, Georgia

Bethany Jean Lampley 
Albany, Georgia

Perri Simone Lennon ~ 
College Park, Georgia

Steven Martinez 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Crystal Lavette McDow ~ 
Spencer, Oklahoma

Stephanie Kaye 
McIntosh-Evans ~ 
Linden, Alabama

Khaalidah Miller 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kenneth Murrah 
Mitchell, Jr.
Decatur, Georgia

David L. Mitchem 
Atlanta, Georgia

Asia Monday 
Ellenwood, Georgia

Samone L. Mullen 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Shivangi Padhy 
Aurora, Illinois

Leslie Nicole Purifoy 
Buford, Georgia

Omar Rasul 
Birmingham, Alabama

DeAnna Richardson ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Valene Renee Roelfs 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Georgette Rosser 
Lithonia, Georgia

Natalis Sacha Santelli 
Brooklyn, New York

Alexis D. Smith
Greensboro, Georgia 

Breanna S. Smith 
Macon, Georgia

Shamia Latreena 
Smith ~ 
Brooklyn, New York

Whitney Spencer ~ 
Brewton, Alabama

Alexis Janelle Stephens 
Danville, Georgia

Latrice S. Story 
Macon, Georgia

Carolyn Alexandria Turner 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Charity Iheoma Uzoigwe 
Hampton, Georgia

Jordan Rashaan Varner 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ebony Bernita Williams 
Atlanta, Georgia

LaTonya D. Wright
Las Vegas, Nevada

Doctor of 
Philosophy

Alexandria Taylor Cordell
Jefferson, Georgia

Katlynn Cross-Harris
Perry, Georgia

Tamia N. Edwards-Robb 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Jayne Morris Gammons 
Macon, Georgia

Roger Anthony Henery 
Georgetown, Guyana

Caitlin Rochelle 
Hochuli ~ 
Evansville, Indiana

Ashlee Nicole Lee 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Polly Ann Mitas 
Buford, Georgia

Jolayna Palm 
Smyrna, Georgia

Jaleesa Danielle Ramsey 
Baxley, Georgia

Ariana Marie Roberts 
Decatur, Georgia

Malcolm J. Robinson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kimberly Haynes 
Sampson ~ 
Pageland, South Carolina

William Drew Smith, Jr.
Warner Robins, Georgia

Cynthia Lauren 
Strowbridge ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Merlong Hightower 
Taylor 
Leesburg, Georgia

Katie Charles Wooten 
Cairo, Georgia

Candidates for Degrees
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Master of 
Arts

Morgan Sanderford 
Ponder 
Birmingham, Alabama

Nathaniel Gregory Rankin 
Birmingham, Alabama

Master of 
Divinity

Jimmie Lawrence 
Daniels, Jr.
McDonough, Georgia

Solomon Dennis III 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Sandra Emery 
Gainesville, Florida

Kedra N. Fairweather 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Sofia Camille Fernandez 
Orlando, Florida

Kimberly Denise Gladney 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Jeffery Scott Hickman II 
Dallas, Texas

LaJauii Hopkins-Hunter 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Pamela E. Hunter 
Raleigh, North Carolina

Grace Elizabeth Johnson 
Rome, Georgia

Jacob Evans Kendall 
Fairhope, Alabama

Michael Bernard Moody 
Dublin, Georgia

Melissa Marie Perry
Hoschton, Georgia

Kierra Prather ~
Decatur, Georgia

Joshua Timothy Raugh
Bon Air, Virginia

Brianna Monique Rice 
Decatur, Georgia

Cameron Lynn Schroeder 
Macon, Georgia

Meghan Joy Shinn 
Dacula, Georgia

Audrey Elizabeth Marie 
Smith-Brown 
Lexington, Kentucky

Melanie Brooke Stine 
Amherst, Virginia

Alan Mark Wellman 
Pasadena, California

Sadaf Yaqoob
Karachi, Pakistan

Doctor of 
Ministry

Matthew James 
Alexander 
Marietta, Georgia

Allison Hicks Anderson 
Morgantown, West Virginia

Sarah Blosser Blackwell 
Matthews, North Carolina

Stacy Quentin Brown 
Augusta, Georgia

Paul Daniel Byrd 
Cumming, Georgia

Leah Danielle Jackson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kelli George Kirksey 
Greenville, South Carolina

Stephen Douglas 
Middlebrooks 
Franklin, Tennessee

Sara Elizabeth Robb-
Scott 
Atlanta, Georgia

Rochelle Evette Samuels 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Daniel George Stallings 
Mobile, Alabama

Barrington Lloyd 
Williams 
Buford, Georgia

School of Theology

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Nursing

Kalisha Abraham 
Dallas, Georgia

Kelli Adair 
Dallas, Georgia

Babatunde Akinwumi 
Adewoye * 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Ozioma Chijindum 
Felicia Akaose **
Jonesboro, Georgia

Hanan Alhadad *
Duluth, Georgia

Victoria Elaine Allen 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Courtney Alexis 
Anderson 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Ewan James Anderson 
Dallas, Georgia

Julianna Ariza 
Cumming, Georgia

Emma Klaire Atkins ***~
Cedartown, Georgia

Rhenée Olatayo Augustus 
London, United Kingdom

Kaitlyn Elizabeth Avery 
Griffin, Georgia

Emily Frances Balogh *
Birmingham, Alabama

Maia Barton 
Atlanta, Georgia

Max Alexander 
Beckerman 
Woodstock, Georgia

Melissa Nicole Boggs 
McDonough, Georgia

Mickaela Boothe 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Kiera Jasannie Bryant *
Augusta, Georgia

Precious Debrianna 
Buddington 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dajanique Carter 
Atlanta, Georgia

Meagan Anne Cash 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ravyn Nicole Champion 
Atlanta, Georgia

Heejin Chun *
Atlanta, Georgia

Sydney Marie Clark
Atlanta, Georgia

Olivia Whitehead Cobb
Dallas, Georgia

Alexa Grae Congro *
Suwanee, Georgia

Jassalyn Cordero 
New Castle, Delaware

Jocelyne Cruz Castillo 
Norcross, Georgia

Ba Na Dae Ta
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Katie Thanh Dang *
New Orleans, Louisiana

Lauren Micaiah Davis 
McDonough, Georgia

Zada Ulani Dockery 
Canton, Georgia

Richard Castellow 
Edge, Jr.
Cataula, Georgia

Maggie Adair Edwards 
Acworth, Georgia

Diamond Monique Etteh 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lindsey N. Flammang **
Braselton, Georgia

Rebecca Joy Floros 
Wayne, Pennsylvania

Ariany Fraire
Villa Rica, Georgia

Julia Stacey Gibson *
Alpharetta, Georgia

Ayden Goldstein 
Atlanta, Georgia

Anne Elizabeth Gordon *
Marietta, Georgia

TaMiyah Gordon 
Atlanta, Georgia

Oliver Greene 
Smyrna, Georgia

Shadwal Gupta 
Valdosta, Georgia

Samuel Wilson 
Harbarger 
Huntsville, Alabama

Tomeka Lenae Harris 
Atlanta, Georgia

Alaynna Marie Hawkins 
Roswell, Georgia

Kevin Michael Hazzard 
Atlanta, Georgia

Hope Helms 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Darya Heshmat 
Marietta, Georgia

Allison Virginia Hetrick 
Dunwoody, Georgia

Rachel Elizabeth 
Holyoak 
Cumming, Georgia

Brianna LaShawn Hood 
Columbus, Georgia

Sara Karim Jiwani *
Tucker, Georgia

Imani Johnson 
Miami, Florida

Shamira Ellena King ***
Forsyth, Georgia

Jeannette Christina 
Kouassi 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Emma Grace Lang * 
Leesburg, Georgia

Sunjin Lee
Seoul, South Korea

Zykeia J’Mai Lee-Ball 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Raziya Romae Lewis *
McDonough, Georgia

Ian Liu
Cumming, Georgia

Courtney Denise 
Lockwood 
Carrollton, Georgia

Mary Blaise Lovemoore * 
Atlanta, Georgia

Justin Manuel Lozano 
Dacula, Georgia

Chelsea Lumbreras 
Norcross, Georgia

Alfred Kibet Marusoi 
Conyers, Georgia

Daphne Anastasia 
Mavrikas 
Duluth, Georgia

Lane Gentry Mcelyea ***
Colquitt, Georgia

Claire McMonagle 
Atlanta, Georgia

Brandon Jerome 
Menefee 
Monroe, Louisiana

Leslie Renae Minor 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Melody Grace Minton *
Dunwoody, Georgia

Jada R. Moffitt 
Decatur, Georgia

Ellagrayce Moise ***
Richmond Hill, Georgia

College of Nursing
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Kiera Moses 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sheila Ruby Mota 
Loganville, Georgia

Tiffany R. Mull
Blue Ridge, Georgia

Hira Nasir **
Douglasville, Georgia

Kankan Laye N’doye 
Dakar, Senegal

Ifeyinwa C. Nwafor 
McDonough, Georgia

Nwamaka Doreen 
Nwaise 
Grayson, Georgia

Ebubechukwu Mary 
Okeke 
McDonough, Georgia

Michelle Kathleen 
Ortago 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Calvin Ou 
Bonaire, Georgia

Alisha Harshad Patel 
McDonough, Georgia

Simran Bhavesh Patel 
Valdosta, Georgia

Unnati Patel 
McDonough, Georgia

John Christopher Pavlo *
Macon, Georgia

Stephanie Peixoto 
Marietta, Georgia

Cindy Tri Pham
St. Simons Island, Georgia

Christian Pilson 
Canton, Georgia

Ahniyah Machel 
Pinckney 
Hinesville, Georgia

Edward Lee Poole *
Marietta, Georgia

Amanni Danae Ramsdell 
New York, New York

Dorothy Starke Reeves *
Atlanta, Georgia

Zoya Naureen Rehman 
Savannah, Georgia

Charles Dustin Renfroe 
West Bloomfield, Michigan

Jaimison Worrell Rivers 
Tyrone, Georgia

Valeria Lourdes Romero *
Columbus, Georgia

AJanae Ahmariona Royal 
Columbus, Georgia

Melissa Salcido 
Smyrna, Georgia

Brandis Anise Charlotte 
Smith 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lisa Z. Smith 
Brooklyn, New York

Madison Rae Smith 
Scottsdale, Arizona

Sheree Ann Stennett 
Lithonia, Georgia

Breauna Lynn Strawder 
Santa Barbara, California

Morgan R. Suydam 
Augusta, Georgia

Anna Marie Swank 
Roswell, Georgia

Rebecca Tapia 
Marietta, Georgia

Mariah Tatum
Kennesaw, Georgia

Jazziyah Taylor 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ashley Larie Terry 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Arielle Thomas 
Covington, Georgia

Ashley Nicole Thomas *
Marietta, Georgia

Piper R. Vichcales 
Roswell, Georgia

Madison Kai’ 
Weatherspoon 
Atlanta, Georgia

Brianna West 
Americus, Georgia

Sarah RaeSean 
Antoinette Womack 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Imelda Arcenio Yoon *
Sandy Springs, Georgia

Jessica Young 
Loganville, Georgia

Zenaida Yoana Young 
Dallas, Georgia

Omotara K. Zaccheus 
Englewood, New Jersey

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing

Ashley Ashford 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Marie Betty Bossé 
Macon, Georgia

Shaniece Dayecota Cates 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Tamecia G. Chelsey 
Atlanta, Georgia

John Matthew Byron 
Crow 
Newnan, Georgia

Jill Treadwell Denman 
Mansfield, Georgia

Tamika S. Dennis 
Smyrna, Georgia

Bereket O. Gebremedhin 
Snellville, Georgia

Kelly Renee Karson 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Ramon Ulises Mares 
Rios 
Lilburn, Georgia

Mira Manoj Mehta 
Atlanta, Georgia

Mekel Kasieya KaJuana 
Price 
Covington, Georgia

Cameron Ann Walden 
Columbus, Georgia

Nafeesah Michelle 
Walker 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Diamond Patrecka 
Geneque Wilder 
Decatur, Georgia

Doctor of 
Nursing 
Practice

Ashley H. Dang
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Mary Clayton McLane 
Gaby ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Joanne Jiyoon Lee 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Justin Aaron 
Underwood 
Tucker, Georgia

Doctor of 
Philosophy

Nina Marcela Arenas-
Wright 
Gainesville, Georgia

Belena R. Butler ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lori Hendrix Harrison
Mount Olive, Alabama 

Elisehia Nesbitt 
Evans, Georgia

Erica Tindall 
McDonough, Georgia

College of 
Nursing
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Bachelor of 
Arts

Alisha Amin Alibhai 
Atlanta, Georgia

Chyla Nicole Armour **
Jacksonville, Florida

Jermaine Crockett 
Irwinton, Georgia

Olivia Ferreira 
Uniondale, New York

Angie Virginia Flores **
McDonough, Georgia

Cornelius Damien 
Gamble 
Fort Pierce, Florida

Santana Joseph Grant 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kennedy Harris 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Regine Heywood 
Miami, Florida

Triby Nedra Colbert 
Jackson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Shanice Shauntae Lowe 
Madison, Georgia

Latoya R. Mance 
Riverdale, Georgia

Christopher Aaron 
Massey 
Lilburn, Georgia

Shaun Timothy Miller 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Alysha Imanyi Norwood 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Tamyah Deondjane’ 
Philpot 
Decatur, Georgia

Emily Brianna Cooper 
Ricker 
Bremen, Georgia

Luz Patricia Robles 
Atlanta, Georgia

Prese’lah A. Seymore 
Jacksonville, Florida

JoAnne Revea Simmons 
Louisville, Kentucky

Naya Lee Tillitt *
Nibley, Utah

Giovanna Zammit * 
Atlanta, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Science

Candace Aaron Paschal 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Cynthia Patrice 
Alexander 
Smyrna, Georgia

Taiesha Denise Anderson 
Westminster, Colorado

Sabrina Adalgisa Arirama 
Suwanee, Georgia

Lana Michelle Astin **
Carrollton, Georgia

Katey Nicole Bacot 
McDonough, Georgia

David M. Ballengee 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Damese N. Bell 
McDonough, Georgia

Jennifer Michelle 
Bordelon 
Douglasville, Georgia

Jayce Alexander 
Brewton **
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Candace Brown
Mount Holly, New Jersey

Jamilia LaVern Cannon 
McDonough, Georgia

James Alex Capers 
Florence, South Carolina

Pamela Chargois
Los Angeles, California

Taylor Cleveland ***
Athens, Georgia

Chantia Daniels ~ 
Macon, Georgia

Ra’Vyn N. Dill *
Atlanta, Georgia

Natashia N. Dobbs 
Atlanta, Georgia

Serria Sade Dubignon 
Griffin, Georgia

Terrell Hayward Ellison-
Jordan 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Amber Farooqui **
Suwanee, Georgia

Jacob Ferguson *
West Bloomfield, Michigan

Lyric Mishae Ferguson *
Athens, Tennessee

Karol Gaddis Flowers 
Covington, Georgia

Jertavius James Garrett 
Atlanta, Georgia

Janet Tameka Glanton 
Augusta, Georgia

Ashley Godfrey 
Gray, Georgia

Danielle Grayson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Shaun Lamar Grimsley 
Hampton, Georgia

Hajar Hajjara 
Woodstock, Georgia

Carnita Lashea Hamler 
Cleveland, Ohio

John Edward 
Hammond III
Griffin, Georgia 

Chasity Dickey Heaton *
Ellijay, Georgia

Tyra LaShawn Hilliard 
McDonough, Georgia

Mercedes Anastacia 
Hopkins 
San Antonio, Texas

Amari Horne
Locust Grove, Georgia 

Madelyn Howell **
Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina

Amy Elizabeth 
Hubbard ***~
Cocoa, Florida

Markia Dashon Huff 
Decatur, Georgia

Sharon M. Jackson
St. Petersburg, Florida

Brionis Jimenez-Daniel 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Andrew Lavon 
Johnson, Jr.
Clarksville, Tennessee

Jordan Johnson 
Augusta, Georgia

Brittany Elyse Jones 
Boston, Massachusetts

Ashleigh Nicole Knight 
Lizella, Georgia

Erica Knox 
Macon, Georgia

Sade Kumar 
McDonough, Georgia

Seung Eon Lee 
Atlanta, Georgia

Nevia Jantelle Lucas 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Ruth Shwe Ly 
Tucker, Georgia

Cesar Adrian Martinez **
Gainesville, Georgia

Brittany McClure 
Gainesville, Georgia

Brian Lamar Moore 
Columbia, South Carolina

Jasmine Joyce Moultrie 
Fresno, California

Melissa Pacheco 
Atlanta, Georgia

Diatre Mikhael-Jesiye 
Padilla 
Bronx, New York

Prem Patel *
Royston, Georgia

Shermiah Pennyman
Thomaston, Georgia

Sandly Eliotte Pierre 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Nidera B. Pinnock 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Roland Christopher Pitts 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kesha Platt-Blain 
Ellenwood, Florida

Tia Loraine Pointer 
Braselton, Georgia

Sara Elizabeth Poss **
McDonough, Georgia

Jose Ringgold II 
Douglasville, Georgia

Fharyn Paige Roeder 
Miamisburg, Ohio

Justin Doyle Sanders **
Perry, Georgia

Yentl P. Simmons 
Macon, Georgia

Chithroupi Vengesna 
Sridhar ** 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Jayda M. Stamatellos **
Social Circle, Georgia

Caitlin Sumner Steed 
Savannah, Georgia

David Arthur Stroud 
Savannah, Georgia

Giavanni Marie-Matos 
Swanger ~ 
Hartford, Connecticut

Jarred Dion Taylor 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Shandrae’ Thomas 
Flovilla, Georgia

Doretha Thompson 
Sylvester, Georgia

Laxmi Julie Upadhyaya 
Conyers, Georgia

Chantelle C. Venable * 
Carrollton, Georgia

Cara-Lee Grace Viles 
Perry, Georgia

Jessica Villanueva 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Darci Rose Wells ***~
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Charlotte Pilate 
Whitehead 
Snellville, Georgia
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Deneen Fanika Whyte 
Lithonia, Georgia

Sherry K. Williams ~ 
Centerville, Georgia

Evan D. Wilson 
Hampton, Georgia

Kimberly Diane Yasinski 
Jackson, Georgia

Kellie Marie Young 
Atlanta, Georgia

Thomirah Young 
Union, New Jersey

Sumaiya Ansari Zia **
Alpharetta, Georgia

Master of 
Science

Allen Griffin Ackah 
Atlanta, Georgia

Karla Desire Agosto 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Udoro A. Akpan
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Alexandra Alspaugh 
Dunwoody, Georgia

Abasiamami Lois 
Olumayowa Ansa 
Grayson, Georgia

Mone Anzai 
Cresskill, New Jersey

Alex Ausborn 
Atlanta, Georgia

Shaquan Maurice Avent 
New Haven, Connecticut

Yasmine Ahmed Bade 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Thomas Connor Baldwin 
Atlanta, Georgia

Delaney Elise Banzhof 
Cumming, Georgia

Rian Lindsay Barker 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Nathaneal Issac Barrow 
Tucson, Arizona

Selina Janebah Barry 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Aliyah Amani Bass 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ayan Zenzele Bennett 
Snellville, Georgia

Ahlayah Blain
New York, New York

Kam Allenna 
Bookheimer 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Christine Lynn 
Bowman ~ 
Roswell, Georgia

Tecola D. Brooks 
Atlanta, Georgia

Cynthia Christina-
Mendoza Brown 
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Nicholas Benard Brown 
Rex, Georgia

Angellica Buffaloe 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Courtney Patrice 
Burkley ~ 
Auburn, Georgia

Natasha Elaine Calloway 
Augusta, Georgia

Johnathan Cannon 
Social Circle, Georgia

Mackenzie Grace 
Carpenter 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Adam Chabaane 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Scarlett Chang 
Atlanta, Georgia

Krystal Ngozi Chine 
Hampton, Georgia

Anastasia Rose 
Chrysostom ~ 
Charleston, South Carolina

Jacinda T. Clark 
Atlanta, Georgia

Richard Thomas Collins II 
Newnan, Georgia

Jasmine Jorenide 
Constant
West Orange, New Jersey

JaMia Aivera Craft 
Decatur, Georgia

Margaret Daniel 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sarah Summerfield 
Darby 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Anna Virginia Davis ~
Macon, Georgia

Nyeila Jade Davis
Rosedale, New York

Taylar Danise Davis ~
Atlanta, Georgia

Calen R. Dennis
Eastman, Georgia

Elizabeth Keener Dent ~
Atlanta, Georgia

Claire Lindsay Dickey
Atlanta, Georgia

Najah Johari Ade Drakes
Atlanta, Georgia

Daisha Deniz Drayton ~
Atlanta, Georgia

Ayanla Imon Dudley
Albany, Georgia

Devon Christina Duncan
Senoia, Georgia

Kareem L. Edwards
Alpharetta, Georgia

Ukela Philemon Eligwe
Loganville, Georgia

Esirioghene Blessing 
Emeje
St. Louis, Missouri

Katherine Grace Epps
Knoxville, Tennessee

Andrea Rae Fernandez 
Atlanta, Georgia

Lydia Fetene 
Macomb, Illinois

Madison Brooke Foradori 
Montgomery, Alabama

Alexis Kamya Fowler 
Atlanta, Georgia

Johanna Brigette Frank ~ 
Jefferson, Georgia

Abby Paige Friedman ~ 
Roswell, Georgia

Margaret Lisa Fugel 
Cornelia, Georgia

Evelyn Gail 
Garlinghouse ~
Fayetteville, Arkansas

Karisma Gibson
Douglasville, Georgia

Paris Gilbert
McDonough, Georgia

Marshall Thomas Golick
Smyrna, Georgia

John Edward Bryan 
Gordy
Macon, Georgia

Marissa Graham
Cumming, Georgia

Quanula S. Griffin
Savannah, Georgia

Rayanne Leigh Griffith
Cumming, Georgia

Kalei Micole Harding
Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Miah S. Hudson ~
Douglas County, Georgia

Sean Alexander Huebner
Bethlehem, Georgia

BriAnn Ingram
LaFayette, Georgia

Kierra Lavon Jackson
LaGrange, Georgia

Whitney Morrissa James
Warner Robins, Georgia 

Jamila A. Jamison-Neto
Warner Robins, Georgia

Carla V. Jefferson
Atlanta, Georgia

Mackenzie Gabrielle 
Johnson
Hixson, Tennessee

Marissa Graham
Cumming, Georgia 

Elizabeth Johnston-
Smith
Gainesville, Georgia

Mecca Imani Jordan
Marietta, Georgia

Hannah Keller
Atlanta, Georgia

Brandi Biscoe Kenner
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Patrick Harding Kielly
Milton, Georgia

Ciera Nicole King
Macon, Georgia

Matthew Lewis Klein
Atlanta, Georgia

McGregor Marina Koenig
Savannah, Georgia

Juliana Krueger
Kennesaw, Georgia

Charlotte Krupa-
Diament
Suwanee, Georgia

Supria B. Kuppuswamy
Atlanta, Georgia

Gohar Lalani
Peachtree City, Georgia

Winny Jane Leandre
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Karla Aimee Lopez
Loganville, Georgia

Afanwi Aliembom Mabo
Duluth, Georgia

Deja Simone Mack
Fayetteville, North Carolina

Callie Meredith Mallett
Tyrone, Georgia

Sonia Roy Mathew
Tinley Park, Illinois

Darius D. Matthews
Ethel, Louisiana

Zachary Thomas Mauldin
Atlanta, Georgia

Johanna Mika McClard
Atlanta, Georgia

Erin Denise McDonald-
Harrison
Heidelberg, Mississippi

Deanne Rogers McDuffie
McDonough, Georgia

Caroline Megan 
McGarrity
Atlanta, Georgia

Alicia Aminah McKenzie
New York, New York

Taneka Miller 
Greenville, Mississippi

Carol Gordon Mireles
St. Louis, Missouri

Jenny Montoya 
Norcross, Georgia

Madison Emily Moore 
Marietta, Georgia

Maria Elena Morell
Warner Robins, Georgia

Tonya R. Munden
Atlanta, Georgia

LaCreisha D’Atra Murry
Macon, Georgia

Linda Musa 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Shanté Turner Nasir
Richmond, California 

Ayesha Nasmyth
Atlanta, Georgia

Kent Lyndon Nicodemus 
Bonaire, Georgia

Benjamin Jeffrey Olson 
Acworth, Georgia

Arianna Nadine Page
Atlanta, Georgia 

Hiralben Patel 
Cumming, Georgia

Brissa Perez 
Rydal, Georgia

Madeline Adele 
Persinger 
Perry, Georgia

Spencer James Pierce 
Glenview, Illinois

Kaitlyn BreAnn Pittmon 
Hamilton, Georgia

Julius V. Powell 
Kansas City, Missouri

Jinsie Ward Preddy 
Atlanta, Georgia

Hina Qureshi Moti 
Macon, Georgia

Anthony Rabanal 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ana L. Ramirez 
Woodstock, Georgia

Paula Del Rio 
Macon, Georgia

Marissa Anika Rodriguez 
Toccoa, Georgia

Abigail Lee Rogers ~ 
Dalton, Georgia

TaNia Rowland 
Lilburn, Georgia

Nicholas Gabriel Salazar 
Woodstock, Georgia

Lisa Sampson-Knight 
Savannah, Georgia

Ella M. Sanders 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kathleen Grace Scheck
Ooltewah, Tennessee

Jarred Schmitz
Smyrna, Georgia

Rikki Lynette Scully
Tucson, Arizona

Antaru Shamsu
Lithia Springs, Georgia

Sarah Magdy Sidhom
Bayonne, New Jersey

Alexis Brianna Simmons
Bremen, Georgia

Kiana Qua’Neka 
Simmons ~
Atlanta, Georgia

Ro Sivertsen
Decatur, Georgia

Joseph A. Slattery
Savannah, Georgia 

Jared Julian Smith 
Cumming, Georgia

Carneisha Kyara Snelling 
Greenville, Georgia

Jordan Tyrell Swain 
Brunswick, Georgia

Siong Guan Benjamin 
Tan ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Robin Alisa Thomason 
Lithonia, Georgia

Emily Dawn Thompson 
Cumming, Georgia

Ilene Priscilla Thompson 
Bronx, New York

Scott Alan Thompson ~ 
Marietta, Georgia

Ian Bradford Titus 
Marietta, Georgia

Randy Dale Tolbert 
Lizella, Georgia

Thao Tran ~
Duc Trong, Vietnam

Cinthya Vazquez 
Atlanta, Georgia

Shani Karimah Vickers 
Atlanta, Georgia

Arieyuonna Retrice 
Vincent 
Atlanta, Georgia

Trinity Danielle 
Washington 
Lithonia, Georgia

Alex Weiner
Glen Ellyn, Illinois

Brittney Wells 
Newnan, Georgia

Victoria Ashley 
Whitehead 
Hawkinsville, Georgia

Tram Mai Wicka ~ 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Jarron Lee Williams, Jr. 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Ariel Williams 
Madison, Florida

Chanel Williams
Warner Robins, Georgia

Julie Frazier Williams 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Tracy Danley Williams 
Winston, Georgia

Courtney JoLesia Wilson 
Hephzibah, Georgia

Angelica Monet Winfield 
Newburgh, New York

Megan Elizabeth Wood 
Snellville, Georgia

SaBrina Woodall 
Canton, Georgia

Brianna Noel Wright 
Beaumont, California

Saberiena H. Zekarias 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jada C. Zephyr 
Brooklyn, New York

Doctor of 
Philosophy

Viken Alexander 
Ayvazian 
Glendora, California

Cindy Balsam 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Vanessa Ruth Elizabeth 
Chambers 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Oriema Anni Ewo 
Atlanta, Georgia

Caroline Marie Vincenté 
Dacosta Fernandes 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Jessica Erin Long 
Atlanta, Georgia

Toni F. Monroe 
Atlanta, Georgia

Bianca Naomi 
Poindexter 
Atlanta, Georgia

Raven Alece Scott 
Stevenson, Alabama

Veronica Nicole Stewart 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky

Candidates for Degrees
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Master of 
Medical 
Science

Madison McKenzie Akin 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Sarah Alexandra Amaya 
Commerce, Georgia

Victoria Iassogna Barden 
Marietta, Georgia

Sydney Berry Buckley 
Marietta, Georgia

Kylie Barrett Burke 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sophia Rose Burnett 
Atlanta, Georgia

Cameron Alexis Cooper 
Columbia, South Carolina

Mary Elizabeth Crump 
Dunwoody, Georgia

Paras Mitukumar 
Dalwadi 
Baltimore, Maryland

Janelle Alyiah Davis
South Windsor, Connecticut

Tyler Belle Dobson 
Thurber 
Atlanta, Georgia

Mason G. DuBose 
Grayson, Georgia

Andrew Thanh Duong 
Houston, Texas

Megan Alyssa Earnesty 
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Lucie Nicole Fumagalli 
Miami, Florida

Leslie Estelle Gantt 
Powdersville, South Carolina

Adam Alejandro Garcia 
New York, New York

Darby Christiana Glackin 
Fernandina Beach, Florida

Alexis Mae Glover 
Dawsonville, Georgia

Jordan Teachey Guerrero 
Carolina Beach, North 
Carolina

Erin Elizabeth Houlihan 
Cumming, Georgia

Lauren Elizabeth 
Howland 
Newnan, Georgia

Riley Kathryn 
Humberstone 
Penfield, New York

Lindsay Ann Hunt ~ 
Savannah, Georgia

Paige Cecilia Hyland 
Canton, Georgia

Mohammed Shadman 
Islam 
Brooklyn, New York

Chelsea Ann Jakel 
Clermont, Georgia

Kalia Miri Kang 
Phoenix, Arizona

Sahar Ahmad Khan 
Suwanee, Georgia

Haley Elizabeth Kreh 
Canton, Georgia

Chia Yu Lee 
Duluth, Georgia

Anna Elizabeth Mahany 
Decatur, Georgia

Bhargavi Mantha 
Fairfax County, Virginia

Eve D. Martin
Clayton County, Georgia

Peri Nicole Meyer 
Gainesville, Georgia

Madelyn Randall 
Murphy 
Thomasville, Georgia

Heather Anne Neuzil 
Naples, Florida

Mahek Pravin Patel 
Macon, Georgia

Rina Dilip Patel 
Calhoun, Georgia

Yash Jagdish Patel 
Valdosta, Georgia

Michelle Lillian Perry 
Toledo, Ohio

Richard M. Pham 
Doraville, Georgia

Jazmine Monet Pina 
Wakefield, Massachusetts

Madison Bailey Poe 
Cartersville, Georgia

Hannah Victoria Postma 
Atlanta, Georgia

Emily Lynn Price 
Suwanee, Georgia

Hilda Yazmin Ramos 
Guadalajara, Mexico

Madison Rose Mary 
Rowsey 
Lexington, Kentucky

Hannah Marie Sanders 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Brock Evan Sattelmeier 
Acworth, Georgia

Miranda Anne Schot 
Houston, Texas

Payton Mei-Lin Schurr 
Cumming, Georgia

Rayah Morgan Schwartz 
Arnold, Maryland

Jessica Anne Scimeca 
Newnan, Georgia

Valeria Sibaja Vasquez 
Canton, Georgia

Jacob Baston Smith 
Bremen, Georgia

Danielle Lauren Spera 
Suwanee, Georgia

Rachael Hampton 
Stevens 
Columbus, Georgia

Michelle Carmen Tan 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Avery Cecilia Thomson 
Centerville, Georgia

Lauren Michelle 
Tymchuk ~ 
Gainesville, Georgia

Parker Matthew Vidmar 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Shelby Lauren 
Wadsworth 
Milner, Georgia

Margaret June Walker 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sadie Kristine Webb 
Cumming, Georgia

Sarah Elizabeth Webb 
Atlanta, Georgia

Catherine Judith Wilby 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dara Fiona Williams 
Olney, Maryland

Anna Katherine Zeigler 
Roswell, Georgia

Master of 
Public Health

Erin Alexandria Byrd 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Makenna Casebolt ~ 
Aurora, Colorado

Lauren Ashley Nuñez 
Davenport 
Atlanta, Georgia

Melanie Kaplan 
Gelernter 
Atlanta, Georgia

Jazmin Faith Destini 
Gibson 
New Providence, Bahamas

Cecilia Franchelle Anne 
Hicks 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kayla Elizabeth James ~ 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Dina Jitendra 
Makadiya ~ 
Hoschton, Georgia

Ikram Aden Mohamed 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Shree Dinesh Patel
Dublin, Georgia 

Destiny J’ne Porter 
Shreveport, Louisiana

Shelsea Nicole Ruiz 
Suwanee, Georgia

Zykerria Siler
Cairo, Georgia 

Mohena Singh 
Cumming, Georgia

Chason Briston Stewart 
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Shammah E. Udoudo
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dara Fiona Williams 
Olney, Maryland

Doctor of 
Public Health

Dyala Alameddine 
Riverside, California

Iman Ali 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kourtney J. Benton 
Greenville, Mississippi

Jewel C. Bernard-
Hunte ~ 
Tampa, Florida

Phyllis Latrice Elliott
Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina

Caitlin Audrey Floyd ~ 
Forsyth, Georgia

Binrui Gao ~ 
Eugene, Oregon

Robert Antonio 
Gomez ~ 
Anaheim, California

Fantasia Janay Gorham
Alamo, Georgia

Akil-Vuai Shomari 
Gregory 
Akron, Ohio

Nicole E.Jett ~ 
Hoschton, Georgia

Kendra Renee 
Krebsbach ~ 
Oak Grove, Minnesota

Adelina Mercedes 
Lang ~ 
La Puente, California

Shermetria Danielle 
Massingale Poindexter ~ 
Tuskegee, Alabama

Edith Enyioma Mbaka 
Richmond, Texas

Paul West Okojie 
Lynchburg, Virginia

Asia Jermesia Paige ~ 
Hinesville, Georgia

Kruti Rashmikant Patel ~ 
Tampa, Florida

Rana Dallah Radwan 
Dallas, Texas

Sonia Seridonio 
Ribeiro ~ 
Taunton, Massachusetts

Nerushka Marie Sánchez 
Sánchez
Aguada, Puerto Rico

Vianca F. Santos ~ 
Brooklyn, New York

Anusha B. Sheikh 
Charleston, West Virginia

Velton W. Showell IV ~ 
Pembroke Pines, Florida

Joi Christina Franklin 
Stinson ~ 
Atlanta, Georgia

Brittany Xiong Vang 
Bethlehem, Georgia

Jamie Faith Zimmerman 
Atlanta, Georgia

Doctor of 
Physical 
Therapy

Jessica Yuuki Ando 
Atlanta, Georgia

Igor Nenad Avramovski 
Savannah, Georgia

Katherine Louise Bacon 
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Lauren Rose 
Breidenbach 
St. Louis, Missouri

Mackenzie Lynne 
Burke ~
Alton, New Hampshire

Adair Nicole Coggins 
Huntersville, North Carolina

Jaimee Lee Crumpler 
Cumming, Georgia

Sarah Grace Eason 
Tyrone, Georgia

Chika Justice 
Ezeokonkwo 
Riverdale, Georgia

Haley Elizabeth Hulsey 
Clarkesville, Georgia

Mary McCollum Hutson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Phoenix Harrison Jampol 
Port Jefferson, New York

Blaire H. Johnson 
Cumming, Georgia

Mary SallyAnne Johnson 
Asheville, North Carolina

Tayler Nichole Johnson 
Fairburn, Georgia

Jacqueline Faith Keys 
Bonaire, Georgia

Tiffany Michelle Kovash 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Avery Jane Langley 
Statham, Georgia

Avolyn Grace Lepo 
Grand Haven, Michigan

John Raúl Lovendale 
Gulf Breeze, Florida

Rose R. Marsan 
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Michelza Bernita 
Mitchell 
Evans, Georgia

Megan Holland Nadolny 
Powder Springs, Georgia

Leigh Nicole Parker 
LaGrange, Georgia

Emma McDaniel Plack ~ 
Dallas, Georgia

Caitlin Elizabeth Reed 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Shannon Marie Saikaly 
New Franklin, Ohio

Robyn Jill Salzberg 
Sandy Springs, Georgia

Natalie Liset Sanchez 
Cartersville, Georgia

Noelle Janae Senior
Lithonia, Georgia

Alexis Ryan Sereno
Suwanee, Georgia

Sydney Ariel Siegel 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Madison Elise Split 
Mobile, Alabama

David Howard Stem 
Jacksonville, Alabama

Alyssa Marie Thomas 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Eddison Tre’Von Verrett 
Fairburn, Georgia

Amaiah Nijay Young 
Cairo, Georgia

Erika Riley Young 
Canton, Georgia

Doctor of 
Psychology

Tasia Renee Blair 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Alayna Faith Bruckner 
Marietta, Georgia

Hudson Burton Farmer 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Melanie Kaplan 
Gelernter 
Atlanta, Georgia

Aryanna Noel Hanson 
Rockford, Illinois

Madison R. Holmes 
New Orleans, Louisiana

Ayonna Johnson 
Haselwood 
San Francisco, California

Brooks Byrd Kolberg 
Atlanta, Georgia

Kathleen Danielle Liming 
Acworth, Georgia

Andrew Mikael 
Manocchio 
Marietta, Georgia

Priscilla Bethssai Medina 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Eliana Cristina Pimentel 
Atlanta, Georgia

Destiny J’ne Porter 
Shreveport, Louisiana

Savannah O. Quinn 
Lanier 
Pensacola, Florida

Carissa Alexandra 
Sawyer 
Monroe, Louisiana

Jakob Smith Thorn 
Bainbridge, Georgia

Michelle Tran 
Norcross, Georgia

Olivia J Wasserman 
Potomac, Maryland

Sarah Kate Watson
Columbia, South Carolina
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Macon Commencement
Monday, May 11, 2026  |  8 a.m.  |  Five Star Stadium, Macon Campus

Presiding ......................................................................................................................................................................  Penny Loraine Elkins
The President of the University

Academic Procession*............................................................................................................................................. Walton’s Crown Imperial

Invocation*............................................................................................................................................................ Craig Thomas McMahan
Minister of the University and Dean of Chapel

Welcome ...................................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Greetings and Words of Encouragement ..........................................................................................  Raymond McLeod (Thad) Warren III
Mercer University Board of Trustees

Special Music........................................................................................ Duo in G Major for Violin and Viola, K. 423 – III. Rondeau (Allegro)
	 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart       	 Anna Stein, Viola

Bachelor of Music, Class of 2026

Brinson Moore, Violin
Artist Diploma, Class of 2026

Introduction of the Speaker ...................................................................................................................................  Lisa Murphey Lundquist
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Message to the Graduates .......................................................................................................................................  Alisha Aryana Mitchell
Bachelor of Arts, Majors in Political Science and Journalism; Class of 2026

University Honors ....................................................................................................................................... The President of the University

Student Awards .............................................................................................................................................................  Douglas R. Pearson
Vice President and Dean of Students

Conferring of the Degrees ........................................................................................................................... The President of the University

	 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences ...............................................................................................................  Dean John Thomas Scott

Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Science | Bachelor of Science in Health Science

	 School of Business ....................................................................................................................................... Dean Julie Ann Petherbridge

Bachelor of Business Administration | Master of Business Administration

	 School of Engineering ........................................................................................................................................... Dean Laura W. Lackey

Bachelor of Science | Bachelor of Science in Engineering | Master of Science | Master of Science in Engineering

	 College of Education ........................................................................................................................ Dean Thomas Raymond Koballa, Jr.

Bachelor of Science in Education | Master of Arts in Teaching | Master of Education

	 College of Professional Advancement .....................................................................................................  Dean Priscilla Ruth Danheiser

Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Science

	 School of Music .......................................................................................................................................................  Dean Gary G. Gerber 

Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Music | Bachelor of Music Education | Master of Music

	 College of Health Professions ......................................................................................................... Interim Dean Nannette Cole Turner

Bachelor of Science | Master of Athletic Training

Presentation of Graduates ................................................................................................................................................  Sharon Lim Harle
Assistant Vice President, Office of Alumni Engagement and University Special Events; Reader

Alumni Welcome ....................................................................................................................................................  John Andrew Patterson 
Senior Vice President for University Advancement

Alma Mater* .................................................................................................................................................................... Stanley L. Roberts
Arthur Lowndes Rich Professor of Choral Conducting and Associate Dean, School of Music

Benediction* ......................................................................................................................................................... Craig Thomas McMahan

Academic Recession*..........................................................................................................................................  Verdi’s Aida: Grand March

* Please stand. The platform party, faculty and students will process and recess.
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Raymond McLeod (Thad) Warren III
Greetings from the Mercer Board of Trustees

Thad Warren serves as chair of the Mercer University Board of Trustees Executive Committee 
and is a former chair of the Board. He is currently serving his fourth five-year term as a trustee. 
He is chair and CEO of Warren Environment Inc. in Atlanta, North America’s largest supplier of 
industrial stack and duct systems. 

In addition to membership in many social organizations, Warren serves on numerous boards 
and foundations, including the Atlanta Youth Project and the Lake Rabun Association. As a 
member of Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta, he has taught Sunday school, 
worked on many committees and chaired the Board of Deacons. A 1986 graduate of Mercer’s 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Warren met his wife, Darlene, B.S. ’86, at Mercer, and they 

were married by Monroe Swilley, for whom the Atlanta campus library is named. The Warrens have two adult children 
and four grandchildren.

Alisha Aryana Mitchell 
Student Commencement Speaker

Alisha Mitchell, this year’s Macon commencement speaker, is a dynamic and accomplished 
leader graduating from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences with majors in political science 
and journalism and a minor in media studies. She is a Tift Scholar, Jesse Mercer Scholar and 
Mercer Honors student.

During her time at Mercer, Mitchell made a lasting impact across campus. As a writer 
for The Mercer Cluster, she shared timely stories connecting the University and the Macon 
community. She also contributed her creative talents as marketing director for Georgia Women of 
Achievement, developing digital campaigns and materials that elevate the organization’s mission. 
Through her work with undergraduate admissions, she welcomed prospective students and 

families, helping them discover all that Mercer has to offer.
A dedicated campus leader, Mitchell got involved in the Student Government Association in 2022 and served as 

class president each year before being elected SGA president for her final year at Mercer. In this role, she guided campus 
initiatives, collaborated with University leadership and helped shape the student experience. Mitchell led with passion, 
energy and positivity, striving to create a space for every student voice and inspire leadership in others.

Mitchell’s co-curricular involvement extended to numerous organizations, including the Pre-Law Chapter of the 
Black Law Students Association, Mercer Ambassadors and the Organization of Black Students. She is also a Lettie Pate 
Whitehead Scholar, Mercer Opportunity Scholar and Mercer Minority Mentor Scholar.

Following graduation, Mitchell will continue her academic journey at the University of Georgia on a full scholarship, 
where she will pursue a master’s degree in public policy with a focus on policy analysis, community development and 
media influence. She will continue to share her immense Bear pride with others throughout the state and beyond.
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Kedrick Hartfield
Professor

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

University Marshal

Faculty Marshals

Mary Kot
Professor

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
 

Marko Horn
Associate Professor
School of Business

 
Ramachandran 
Radharamanan

Professor
School of Engineering

Vicki Luther
Associate Professor

College of Education
 

Patsy Butts
Clinical Assistant Professor

College of Nursing
 

Fred Bongiovanni
Professor

College of Professional Advancement

Monty Cole
Professor

School of Music
 

Mary Mathis
Professor of Practice

College of Health Professions

Banner Bearers

Achim Kopp
Associate Dean and Professor

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
 

Carol Sargent
Associate Professor
School of Business

 
Natalia Cardelino

Associate Professor
School of Engineering

Susan Morrissey
Associate Professor

College of Education
 

Jason Holloway
Executive Director of Advising Services 

and Enrollment and Instructor
College of Professional Advancement

 

Marcus Reddick
Associate Professor

School of Music
 

Rachel Le
Assistant Professor

College of Health Professions

Co mm  e n c e m e n t Pa rt i c i pa n t s

Student Marshals

Jack Mitchener
Professor, Chair of Keyboard Studies and 

Director Townsend-McAfee Institute of Sacred Music

University Organist

Austin Dixon
Student Government Association 

Senior Class President
Class of 2026

Callie Lowery
Student Government Association 

Vice President
Class of 2026
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Bachelor of 
Arts

Breanna Inocencia 
Acevedo **
Warner Robins, Georgia

Jaiden Isabella Aliff *
Atlanta, Georgia

Kha’Niyah Xykeria Allen 
Vienna, Georgia

Trevor Dillon Aron *
Augusta, Georgia

Mariam Ba *
Warner Robins, Georgia

Emily Louise Bailey *
Macon, Georgia

Thomas Xavier 
Bartlett ***Φ

Marietta, Georgia

Latoya Addie 
Bartley ***†Φ

Springfield, Georgia

Avery Lauren Barton 
Monticello, Georgia

Emily Grace Benelli **
Johns Creek, Georgia

Brandon Robert Biel **
Buford, Georgia

Keslyn Mardessia 
Billings 
Stonecrest, Georgia

Kevin Russell Binder *
Alpharetta, Georgia

Jackson Reese Blakley 
Wetumpka, Alabama

Anna Brook Brannon ***
Calhoun, Georgia

Sara V. Brito **
Peachtree City, Georgia

Carlstavius Lamar Brooks 
Snellville, Georgia

Grant Addison Brown 
Grovetown, Georgia

Kaetlin Hannah Bunner *
Woodstock, Georgia

Stephane Cadet 
Cap-Haitian, Haiti

Alyssa Grace Carlson 
Roswell, Georgia

Michael Howard 
Carroll ***
Bonaire, Georgia

Lucia Rio Castaneda **
Jonesboro, Georgia

Janiyah Castle 
Savannah, Georgia

Macie Marie 
Chapman ***
Locust Grove, Georgia

Rachel M. Chen ***Φ

Suwanee, Georgia

Graham Robert Childs-
Goodwin ***Φ

Atlanta, Georgia

Drew Clare 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Precious Amira Clark 
Conyers, Georgia

Jada Symone 
Clements **
Vidalia, Georgia

Emily A. Colabine 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Fiona Jolie Cole 
Macon, Georgia

Robert Lawson Cole 
Forsyth, Georgia

Danny L. Coleman 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Willow Leigh Crabtree 
Dacula, Georgia

Riley James Cruce 
Loganville, Georgia

Jasmine Gomez Cruz 
Cairo, Georgia

Katelyn Rose Cruz 
Sugar Hill, Georgia

Finn Curry ***
Decatur, Georgia

Gabriela Da Cruz Lima 
Dunwoody, Georgia

Sofia Lena D’Angelo *
Vienna, Virginia

Thomas Hughes 
Danner *
Macon, Georgia

Eliot Xavier Day 
Kathleen, Georgia

Marina de Diego 
Quiñones 
Murcia, Spain

Neely Paige Detwiler ***
Savannah, Georgia

Austin J. Dixon 
College Park, Georgia

Sahithi Doddaka ***Φ

Alpharetta, Georgia

Jessica Elizabeth Dunn *
Roanoke, Texas

Diana Marie Dupuis ***
Perry, Georgia

Haven Elisabeth 
Estabrook ***Φ

Maynard, Massachusetts

Johnelle Z. Forrester 
Portmore, Jamaica

Johnathon Freer 
Acworth, Georgia

Nicole Taylor Garcia 
Braselton, Georgia

Nivea Janae George **
Fitzgerald, Georgia

Rachel Ann George 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Justin J. Gilbert 
Dallas, Georgia

Gerell Glenn **
Hephzibah, Georgia

Taylor Goins ***
Marietta, Georgia

Elena Gonzalez Cabello *
Málaga, Spain

Angelina Cathryn 
Goodman 
Savannah, Georgia

Jenna Lynn 
Goodson ***Φ

Statesboro, Georgia

Grace Rose Granados 
Roswell, Georgia

Kiondria Caprice 
Haggins **
Tifton, Georgia

Sophia Hall ***Φ

Spring Hill, Tennessee

Andrew Blake 
Halliburton *
Fairview, Tennessee

Kendall J. O. Harris **
Concord, North Carolina

N’Kyzie Hawkins 
Lithonia, Georgia

Monique Hernandez 
Suwanee, Georgia

Huntley Harding 
Herring *
Valdosta, Georgia

Daniel I. Hicks 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania

Madison Ciara Hill **
Pinehurst, Georgia

Haley Lauren Hines *
Macon, Georgia

Allie Grace Hodges ***Φ

Lizella, Georgia

Connor David Holcroft 
St. Augustine, Florida

John Michael Horne I
Moultrie, Georgia

Katherine Ann Hoyt 
Hot Springs, Arkansas

Keyana N. Hunt 
Middleburg, Florida

Destinee Mildred 
Jackson **
Savannah, Georgia

Juwan Malik Johnson 
Savannah, Georgia

Garrett Edward Jones *
Peachtree City, Georgia

Norma Jean Jones **
Centerville, Georgia

Willdaya Jeanae Jones **
Peachtree City, Georgia

Reylene Alexandria Kates 
Upland, California

Brenden Lawson Kelley *
McDonough, Georgia

Riley G. Kelly ***Φ

Grovetown, Georgia

Mya R. Kimbrough 
Morrow, Georgia

Domonique DeShay 
King *
Hinesville, Georgia

Jordan Elizabeth King *
Naperville, Illinois

Rain Koay 
Marietta, Georgia

Gabriel Ingemar 
Kopp ***
Macon, Georgia

Moaye Grace Kouassi 
Snellville, Georgia

Alisha Feroz Ali 
Lalani ***
Marietta, Georgia

Abigail Amelia Lapaix 
Loganville, Georgia

Ava Catherine Lauer 
Macon, Georgia

Dion Grace Law 
Atlanta, Georgia

Carly Frances 
Lenhardt ***
Vero Beach, Florida

Callie Terese Lowery *
Ocilla, Georgia

Oritsetimeyin 
Emmanuel Mabiaku 
Buford, Georgia

Hannah Jeannette 
Magnusson 
Bonaire, Georgia

Delaila Marquez ***
Ludowici, Georgia

Blake Carter Martin 
Hudson, North Carolina

Cristian Martinez 
Dominguez 
Griffin, Georgia

Andrew Pierson McElroy 
Suwanee, Georgia

Keana Elise McKee ***Φ

Roswell, Georgia

Olivia McNamara ***
Atlanta, Georgia

Margaret Grace 
McWhorter ***†~Φ

Milton, Georgia

Carson Edward Michael
Demorest, Georgia 

Devin Miller 
Lizella, Georgia

Peyton Alexander 
Millwood ***Φ

Evans, Georgia

Alisha Aryana 
Mitchell ***†
Austell, Georgia

Jaime Tovali Moralez 
McIntyre, Georgia

Emily Moran 
Vidalia, Georgia

Meredith Susan Morgan 
Fitzgerald, Georgia

Tamaya Amari Morrison 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Shivika Nath *
Johns Creek, Georgia

Jassmyn E. Nesmith *
Lilburn, Georgia

Pariss Loranne 
Nicholson **
Thomaston, Georgia

Jojo Kathleen Nieman 
Duluth, Georgia

Lawrence Stephen 
O’Hearn 
Savannah, Georgia

Jayla Kemara Owens *
Dallas, Georgia

Amelia May Page ***
Conyers, Georgia

Madeleine Hope 
Pardue ***†Φ

Chattahoochee Hills, Georgia

Lilija Jade Parker 
Cumming, Georgia

Vrunda Snehal Patel 
Columbus, Georgia

Eliza Sherrod Penfield **
Birmingham, Alabama

Antonia Rose 
Perciaccante **
Peachtree City, Georgia

Sophia Adobas 
Petallar **
Columbus, Georgia

Kyle Matthew Pierce 
Arnold, Maryland

Ava Gail Pifer 
Decatur, Georgia

Annie Christina Potts 
Tobaccoville, North Carolina

Braeden Walker 
Prince ***~Φ

Grovetown, Georgia

Isabella Ann Ragsdale **
Savannah, Georgia

Tommy Francisco Redd 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Kennedi N. Reid 
Tampa, Florida

Milind Rugnath ***†
Macon, Georgia

Maxwell A. Schmid 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Kayla Joy Scott 
Douglasville, Georgia

Yasmin Jemal Selamu 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Taylor Elise Shaw 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Noah Samuel Silver 
Macon, Georgia

Ty Okamoto Skaggs 
Marietta, Georgia

Catherine Lynne Smith 
Sandersville, Georgia

Marti Kaile 
Sommers ***Φ

Thomaston, Georgia

Anna Stein ***Φ

Alexandria, Virginia

Madeline Elizabeth 
Stewart *
Evans, Georgia

Jaime Simone 
Stokes **†
Augusta, Georgia

Syrin Suleiman ***
Amman, Jordan

Alexandria Sulko **
Suwanee, Georgia

Mikeal Fredrick Sullivan 
Augusta, Georgia

Mahnoor Hayat Sultan 
Greensboro, Georgia

Jessie Dawn Taylor 
Dallas, Georgia

Emma Grace 
Teng ***†~Φ

Mableton, Georgia

Amber Lynette Thomas 
Glen Mills, Pennsylvania

Zoie Nicole Thompson 
Macon, Georgia

Ford Hudson Van 
Meter ***
Fayetteville, Georgia

Olivia Kate Van 
Meter ***Φ

Fayetteville, Georgia

Rafael Salvador Vaquero-
Covarrubias 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Sean Aaron Velie *
Perry, Georgia 

Erik Villarreal 
Macon, Georgia

Kathryn Paige 
Volz ***†~Φ

Canton, Georgia

Meredith Wayland ***
Orlean, Virginia

William Rittenhouse 
Wayman 
Columbus, Georgia

Maya Teresa Webb 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Josie Anne Weeks 
Savannah, Georgia

Jalisa Marie 
Williams ***~Φ

Gray, Georgia

Miracle JJa’Shae Willis 
Roberta, Georgia

Emily Shaw Wolfe ***Φ

Clarkesville, Georgia

Jacob Scott Workman 
Meigs, Georgia

Analisa Evelyn Young 
Valdosta, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Science

Amro Ibrahim 
Abuazizah *
Centerville, Georgia

Jordyn Agee 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Leeza Ahmer ***
Marietta, Georgia

Hayle Shanell Alemany *
Flowery Branch, Georgia

Ashlee Ryann Alexander 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Gerardo Alberto Andujar 
Bethesda, Maryland

Salim Jon Atakuzi 
Evans, Georgia

Keerthi Athota **
Johns Creek, Georgia

Autumn Renee 
Baggett ***Φ

Hahira, Georgia

Jaylene Bayona **
Loganville, Georgia

Malik Bello *
McDonough, Georgia

Thomas Peter Bohan 
Macon, Georgia

Jacob Alexander 
Bostdorff ***
Watkinsville, Georgia

Kendall Ann Boyd **
Savannah, Georgia

Alexander Elliott Brown 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Kayla Ann Brown 
McDonough, Georgia

Jackson Thomas Bruce 
Birmingham, Alabama

Tien An Bui Nguyen ***
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Candidates for Degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa
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Samantha Kay 
Burrell ***Φ

Roswell, Georgia

Teresita Marie Cabral *
Augusta, Georgia

Cindy Vu Cao **
Riverdale, Georgia

Zachary Thomas 
Carman ***†~Φ

Marietta, Georgia

Raegen Olivia Cauthen *
Patterson, Georgia

Jasrah Divine Chandler-
Fuller 
Newnan, Georgia

Rajwol Chapagain ***†Φ

Kathmandu, Nepal

Aiden Ritchey Cheek 
Roswell, Georgia

Thomas R. Chenkus 
Cumming, Georgia

Kaila Bella Chhana 
Rocklin, California

Huma S. Chhipa **
Macon, Georgia

Zackary Anthony Childs *
Bay Minette, Alabama

Autumn Caroline 
Claxton ***~Φ

Dublin, Georgia

Maylie Delain Clement *
Graniteville, South Carolina

Niani Angelle Clermont 
Queens, New York

Abigail Carrie Clouser 
Dawsonville, Georgia

Chloe Lynn Collins **
Valdosta, Georgia

Dajeh Cope 
Trussville, Alabama

Mayjewel Aszet Crosby 
Eatonton, Georgia

Jonathan Christopher 
Daniel 
Senoia, Georgia

Sahithi Doddaka ***Φ

Alpharetta, Georgia

Katherine Belle Duke 
Macon, Georgia

Kaitlyn Marie Eidson ***
Jackson, Georgia

Rieley Mekenzi Fair 
Tullahoma, Tennessee

Johnelle Z. Forrester 
Portmore, Jamaica

Shailyn Alyse Frazier 
Savannah, Georgia

Ian Marcal Garcia ***
Windermere, Florida

Greer Evelyn 
Gardner ***Φ

Roberta, Georgia

Sia Gawlani **
Fayetteville, Georgia

Bethany Tenagne 
Gedle ***Φ

Marietta, Georgia

Motunrayo George 
Duluth, Georgia

Kevin A. Georgescu **
Savannah, Georgia

Chloé Lynn Gerard **
Cordova, Tennessee

Taylor Goins ***
Marietta, Georgia

Jenna Lynn 
Goodson ***Φ

Statesboro, Georgia

Cody Lee Grandt *
Newnan, Georgia

Shani Greene 
Atlanta, Georgia

Laura Grace Groover *
Savannah, Georgia

Matthew Dylan Sky 
Grzybowski 
Senoia, Georgia

Samuel Eric 
Hackworth ***Φ

Johns Creek, Georgia

Andrew Blake 
Halliburton *
Fairview, Tennessee

Megan Kaylee Harkins * 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Nadia Elyse Harris *
Jonesboro, Georgia

Olivia B. Harris 
Snellville, Georgia

Samuel Hartt *
Roswell, Georgia

Abigail Elizabeth 
Havrilla 
Avon, Ohio

Catherine Lynn Hayes 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Aiden Michel Hinners 
Kathleen, Georgia

Ziyan Hirani ***Φ

Peachtree City, Georgia

Francis Minh Nhât 
Hoang **
Grovetown, Georgia

Parker Daniel Hodges 
Bonaire, Georgia

Louisa Ellen Houser **
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Natalie A. Hudson 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Jean Byung Hyun *
Suwanee, Georgia

Beth Nkechi 
Ijeoma ***†Φ

Dallas, Georgia

Trent Peter 
Jesionowski **
Acworth, Georgia

Weston Carl 
Jesionowski ***
Acworth, Georgia

Charles Thomas Johnson 
Carrollton, Georgia

Luke Brooks Johnson 
Kathleen, Georgia

Olivia Lee Jones **
Southlake, Texas

Zoë Love Jones *
Villa Rica, Georgia

Kayna M. Kambou ***†
Acworth, Georgia

Connor Kenworthy **
Norcross, Georgia

Morgan D. Kesler 
Jefferson, Georgia

Aidan James King 
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Jordan Elizabeth King *
Naperville, Illinois

Angel Kinyua 
Suwanee, Georgia

Troy Harris Kleger ***
Audubon, Pennsylvania

Paige Christine 
Klimavicius *
Woodstock, Georgia

Nana Serwah Kodua 
Brunswick, Georgia

Jordan Ahnwele Kulah 
Snellville, Georgia

Nea Lemei Elisabet 
Kulmala **
Warner Robins, Georgia

Huy Ngoc Lam 
Gainesville, Georgia

Cathy Anh Le *
Norcross, Georgia

Nathan Melvin Lee 
LaGrange, Georgia

Jade Victoria Lewis 
Bremen, Georgia

Eileen Lin **†
Rome, Georgia

Cameron James 
Lombardo 
St. Simons Island, Georgia

Asia Demone 
Loney ***†
Charlotte, North Carolina

Lisvet Jeovana Lopez 
Commerce, Georgia

Callie Terese Lowery *
Ocilla, Georgia

Philip Andrew Luciani *
Alpharetta, Georgia

Emily Grace 
Lundstrum ***†
Cumming, Georgia

Ryan Neel Mahajan 
Dacula, Georgia

Holly Elizabeth 
Marshman **
Duluth, Georgia

Mary Kathryn Mason 
Roberta, Georgia

Christian Daniel Massa *
Tifton, Georgia

Leander May 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Delmis Abigail 
Mazariegos *
Douglas, Georgia

Zoe Isabella 
McAlpine **†
Cumming, Georgia

Emily McCafferty ***Φ

Atlanta, Georgia

Andrew Nicolas 
McCommon ***Φ

Marietta, Georgia

Dylan Elizabeth 
Mccormack 
Buford, Georgia

Lauryn Camille 
McDougald 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Sai Chaitanya 
Mediboyina ***†Φ

Suwanee, Georgia

Komal Memon **
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Samuel Alexander 
Mitchell *
Macon, Georgia

Siddharth Mohan 
Marietta, Georgia

Jorge Manuel 
Montoya, Jr. 
Marietta, Georgia

Mykayla J. Moore 
Columbus, Georgia

Talmadge Trey 
Morath ***
Kathleen, Georgia

Marcus Peter 
Mumber ***
Rome, Georgia

Joy Murphy 
Savannah, Georgia

Sanjeevini Sai Nalla *
Cumming, Georgia

Elena Nicholson 
Evans, Georgia

Lexsea Le’Asia Jamiriha 
Nix 
Savannah, Georgia

Mikenzie Norman 
Lincolnton, Georgia

Munachiso Alexis 
Nsoedo 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Charity Alsosa 
Obazughanmwen 
Surrey, British Columbia, 
Canada

Oludara Ogundipe **
Macon, Georgia

Luke William Painter **
Fayetteville, Georgia

Sreeja Pandiri 
Suwanee, Georgia

Alayna Celeste Parker 
Fairburn, Georgia

Arya Devanshu Patel *
Albany, Georgia

Ayush Dipesh Patel **
Macon, Georgia

Dhrumil R. Patel 
Manchester, Georgia

Garv Jagdishkumar 
Patel *
Macon, Georgia

Manas Paresh 
Patel ***Φ

Brunswick, Georgia

Mayan Paresh Patel **
Johns Creek, Georgia

Miit A. Patel ***
Newton, Georgia

Siya Alkesh Patel 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Zil Patel **
Savannah, Georgia

Samuel Harris Patton 
Newnan, Georgia

Rachel Nirmala Paturi 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Isabella Sofia 
Phillips ***†
Newnan, Georgia

Chandon D. Pierce 
Augusta, Georgia

Mollie Jayden Pitts 
Concord, Georgia

Ryan A. Pitts *
Macon, Georgia

Iris Porter 
Sugar Hill, Georgia

Annie Christina Potts 
Tobaccoville, North Carolina

Judson Hunt Powe 
Americus, Georgia

Martin James Respess *
Conyers, Georgia

Emma Jeanne 
Rexrode ***
Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania

Grace Elizabeth 
Roark ***
Frederick, Maryland

Chantael Robinson 
Hinesville, Georgia

Brooke Leigh Roden ***Φ

Savannah, Georgia

Naina Rugnath 
Macon, Georgia

Sneha Sadhu **
Cumming, Georgia

Meera Padhma 
Sanjeevirao *
Duluth, Georgia

Brandon D. Scoggins 
Tunnel Hill, Georgia

Baylor A. Scott 
Gordon, Georgia

Makayla M. 
Shaffer ***~Φ

Acworth, Georgia

Taylor Elise Shaw 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Madeline 
Silinskie ***~Φ

Kennesaw, Georgia

Analisa Maria Silva *
Carrollton, Georgia

Dhriti Singh 
Cartersville, Georgia

Kabir R. Singh 
Bonaire, Georgia

Lawrence D. Slaton **
Newnan, Georgia

Jonah Edward Slovensky 
Suwanee, Georgia

Chelsea Simone 
Smith ***
Fairburn, Georgia

Brianna A. Somers *
Warner Robins, Georgia

Jaiwon Song *
Duluth, Georgia

William True 
Spurlock ***
Gibsonville, North Carolina

Bethanee Jade 
Stephens *
Bloomingdale, Georgia

Madeline Elizabeth 
Stewart *
Evans, Georgia

Dominick Bryant 
Still ***Φ

Cumming, Georgia

Anna Rose 
Strupp ***†Φ

Marine on St. Croix, Minnesota

Shreya Sudakar ***†~Φ

Marietta, Georgia

Pranati Swayampakula 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Maxwell Ethan Tabb 
Marietta, Georgia

Ransom Atekwane Tah *
Warner Robins, Georgia

Emma Grace 
Teng ***†~Φ

Mableton, Georgia

Wai Hlyan Min Thein 
Mandalay, Burma

Annalise Camille Jarrett 
Thomas **
Stockbridge, Georgia

Vance Toshio Thomas 
Watkinsville, Georgia

Cian Floyd Aparis 
Trinidad 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Cecily Eve Tucker 
Demorest, Georgia

Aditya Deveri 
Vayalapalli ***Φ

Duluth, Georgia

Samuel Scott Vice 
Concord, Georgia

Amaya Celeste 
Vilayvong **
Macon, Georgia

Erik Villarreal 
Macon, Georgia

Vivian Nguyen Vo **
Stone Mountain, Georgia

Hannah Lea 
Walker ***Φ

Ocilla, Georgia

Simone Leah Walker 
Douglasville, Georgia

Kaileigh Diane Wallace 
Southlake, Texas

Whitney Elizabeth 
Wallace ***~
Newnan, Georgia

Christiana Monae’ Watts 
Savannah, Georgia

Jalisa Marie 
Williams ***~Φ

Gray, Georgia

Kennedy Simone 
Williams *
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Landen Andrew 
Williams 
Ailey, Georgia

Abigail Rayne 
Williamson ***Φ

Opelika, Alabama

Gracie Ellen Wood **
Dublin, Georgia

John Lee Wood 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Colin Brian Woods ***
Cumming, Georgia

Joseph Yohannes 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Health Science

Mary Elizabeth 
Hollowell *
Fairhope, Alabama

College of 
Liberal Arts 
and Sciences
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Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration

Blake Harrison Adams *
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Aliya Asia Alcindor 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Jaiden Isabella Aliff *
Atlanta, Georgia

Alayna M. Almy *
Warner Robins, Georgia

Caden Alvey **
Upton, Kentucky

Fernando Arteaga *
Chicago, Illinois

Lauren Ann Autrey 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Andrew Graeme Bates *
Clarkesville, Georgia

Brant Jared Baughcum 
Buford, Georgia

Amareaya A. Bell 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Micah Anthony Bell 
McDonough, Georgia

Jeanelle LaShae 
Benefield 
Savannah, Georgia

Laura M. Bracewell ***~
Ocilla, Georgia

Matthew R. Brooks ***
Macon, Georgia

William Andrew Brown *
Macon, Georgia

Allison McKenna 
Browning ***
Acworth, Georgia

Zack Burke ***
Roswell, Georgia

Jonathan Howell Burns *
Valdosta, Georgia

Matthew Daniel 
Burnside **
Grasonville, Maryland

Sawyer James Burt 
Fort Payne, Alabama

Isaac Naim Campuzano *
Calhoun, Georgia

Christopher Micheal 
Cappelmann ***
Smithtown, New York

Charlie Edward 
Cloaninger 
Wellesley, Massachusetts

Mekenzie Marie Cobb 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Tanith G. Coggin 
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida

Aaron Coleman 
Norcross, Georgia

William James Cotney *
Ocala, Florida

Lawson Riley 
Cummins **
Griffin, Georgia

Gabriela Da Cruz Lima 
Dunwoody, Georgia

John Michael de 
Janes **
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Morganne Kay 
Eikelbarner 
Plano, Texas

Joseph Ellington 
Kathleen, Georgia

Nathaniel James Elsey 
Macon, Georgia

Payton O. C. Fogle 
Braselton, Georgia

Andrew Patrick Garnett *
Macon, Georgia

Jackson Walker Gaspard
Flowery Branch, Georgia 

Mathew Henges Geriner 
Savannah, Georgia

Kevin Scott Giddens 
Nashville, Georgia

Tyler Vincent Gilbert 
Crofton, Maryland

Caroline Anne Glus ***
Hershey, Pennsylvania

Angelina Cathryn 
Goodman 
Savannah, Georgia

Josemaría Gutiérrez 
González ***
Mexico City, Mexico

Megan Alexandria 
Hamilton 
Gray, Georgia

Cole Robert Hanson 
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Thomas James 
Hedrich ***
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Tory L. Hopper ***
Fayetteville, Georgia

Kaleb Huffman 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Jakayla Jawon 
Jackson ***
Bessemer, Alabama

Emelia Mae Jenkins 
Covington, Georgia

Dillon Ahmad Johnson 
McDonough, Georgia

Drew S. Johnson **
Yakima, Washington

William Titan Kamaka **
Orlando, Florida

Joshua Scott Kardon 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Anthony Kader Keaton 
Marietta, Georgia

Shadai Marie Kennedy 
Decatur, Georgia

Maya Danielle Lee *
McDonough, Georgia

Meira Nicole 
Liberman **
Syracuse, New York

Kali Elizabeth Lyons **
Flowery Branch, Georgia

Cristian Dennis 
Martindale *
Fayetteville, Georgia

Eric Gabriel Martinez 
Marietta, Georgia

Sam J. McCranie 
Gray, Georgia

Addison Christian 
McDole **
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Dylan Patrick 
McKelvy ***
Stevensville, Maryland

Habtamu David Belamo 
McLain 
Charlotte, Georgia

Brielle Dominique 
McLean **
Alpharetta, Georgia

Andrew Michel McMurry 
Buford, Georgia

Sarah Pruitt Caroline 
Messick 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dylan James 
Mitchell ***
Alpharetta, Georgia

Madison D’Laine 
Newsome 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Isak H. Padio *
Lomé, Togo

Bhavya K. Patel 
Macon, Georgia

Dev Shailesh Patel ***
Centerville, Georgia

Happy Patel 
Forsyth, Georgia

Harsh Pravin Patel **
Lizella, Georgia

Kush Vipul Patel **
Warner Robins, Georgia

Ricki Ashvinkumar 
Patel **
Macon, Georgia

Chloe Catherine Paulk **
Ocilla, Georgia

Daylen Renee Pearson 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Davis Hampton Peek *
Buford, Georgia

Colby Ray Phelps 
Social Circle, Georgia

John Anthony 
Pothoulakis ***
Suwanee, Georgia

Colin Victor Ralph ***
Alpharetta, Georgia

Dynasty Ramirez 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Emma Ansley Roland 
Macon, Georgia

Christian Rouse **
Douglasville, Georgia

Harrison David 
Rutherford
Kingsland, Georgia

Alisson Belen Salas-
Suzarte *
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Sanjna Sandeep 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Dylan David 
Sanfilippo ***
Dawsonville, Georgia

Jillian Avery Schartle **
Fayetteville, Georgia

Tate Anthony Shaw 
Baldwin, Georgia

Kiah Lawson Shealy 
Greenville, Alabama

David Dawson Sims 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Henson Edward Slade 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Matthew T. Smith 
Savannah, Georgia

William J. Smith *
Savannah, Georgia

Nemanja Stefanovic *
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Trevor Chase Stephenson 
Blackshear, Georgia

Jack Gerald Sullivan **
Medfield, Massachusetts

Cole Wyatt Sunvold **
Sharpsburg, Georgia

Gabriella Marie 
Szatkowski *
Peachtree City, Georgia

Jacob Alexander Tasin 
Cumming, Georgia

Elijah Joseph Theriault *
Newnan, Georgia

Jordyn Marie Thomas-
Warren *
Panama City Beach, Florida

Gentry Walter Tootle ***
Metter, Georgia

Aryan Tripathi 
Cumming, Georgia

Nathan Trodd *
Pietermaritzburg, Armed 
Forces in the Americas

Georgiana Ungur 
Dacula, Georgia

Uchechi Ihuoma 
Uwazie **
Kennesaw, Georgia

Zoey Van O’Linda ***~
McDonough, Georgia

Michelle Mariana 
Vancica ***
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Abby Marie Vane **
Johns Creek, Georgia

Rhondy Myles Weston 
Port Charlotte, Florida

Tylar Ann Whiting *
Port Orange, Florida

Sebastian Elizabeth 
Woods *
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Broderick Workman *
Lookout Mountain, Georgia

Emma Jean Yancey *
Flowery Branch, Georgia

Jenna Elisabeth Yim **
Ringgold, Georgia

Master of 
Business 
Administration

Lakisha Adams 
Blakely, Georgia

Shamaria Banks 
Valdosta, Georgia

Michael Glenn 
Barefoot, Jr. 
Macon, Georgia

Takeila Booze 
Macon, Georgia

Reco Brantley 
Macon, Georgia

Justin Nicholas Brett 
Sandersville, Georgia

Mackenzie P. Crooms 
Statesboro, Georgia

Morgan L. Darley 
Bonaire, Georgia

Nahawa Diarra Berthe 
Mataró, Spain

Carrington Ashby Lane 
Dirks 
Clinton, North Carolina

Marshall Caldwell 
Dunaway 
Cumming, Georgia

Bailey P. Dupre 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Hannah Ruth Eaton 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Natalie Claire Frachiseur 
Dahlonega, Georgia

Misty Danielle Glore 
Covington, Georgia

Anthony E. Grant 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Thomas Gilford Gray 
Newnan, Georgia

John Thomas Herman 
Savannah, Georgia

Tyra Ginia Christina Hill 
Macon, Georgia

Darrian Princeton King 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Lauren Grace Kraft 
Evans, Georgia

Sarah Catherine Leahy 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Samantha Laine 
Lowinger 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

Karah Ashley Malick 
Guyton, Georgia

Delano Louis Marcelus 
Columbus, Georgia

Michael Masciave 
Goldsboro, North Carolina

Isabella Blake Moore 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Gavin Dion Michael 
Morgan 
Basildon, United Kingdom 

Destiny Alise Nelson
Vero Beach, Florida 

Thanh Nguyen 
Macon, Georgia

Kathryn Nicole O’Mara 
Prague, Czech Republic

Courtney Nicole O’Neill
Macon, Georgia 

Iquadine Akaya 
Osbourne 
Macon, Georgia

Sahil B. Patel 
Thomaston, Georgia

John Weston Peach, Jr. 
Jasper, Florida

Amanda I. Rivera 
Martinez 
Coamo, Puerto Rico

Alexis Marie Scarpinato 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Jillian Sierra Simmons 
Manning, South Carolina

Malik Ty’Heed Simmons 
Bedford, Ohio

Zoe Grace Smith
Jesup, Georgia 

Manikandan 
Srinivasamaharaj 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Regan Teresa Staudt 
Winter Park, Florida

T’keya Weatherspoon 
Perry, Georgia

Hannah Wentworth 
Auckland, New Zealand

Kevin Hart White 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Cecilia Elizabeth 
Williams 
Macon, Georgia

James Collin Wilson 
Blakely, Georgia

School of Business
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Bachelor of 
Science

William Shaun Brooker 
Tampa, Florida

Matthew J. Henderson 
Forsyth, Georgia

Timothy Maddox 
Columbus, Georgia

Angel Ramiro Mancio 
Mancio, Georgia

Nolan Christopher 
Newberry 
Senoia, Georgia

Vincent Thien Pandey 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Sanaa A. Strickland ***
Hoschton, Georgia

Sydney A. Taylor 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Engineering

Evan Shierling Abbott 
Albany, Georgia

Nathon LeSean Barrett 
Augusta, Georgia

Esmeralda Bejarano 
Birmingham, Alabama

Jared Xavier Bellamy *
Evans, Georgia

Aidan Riley Benefield 
Dothan, Alabama

John Miller 
Biddiscombe ***
Woodstock, Georgia

Ali Bilalov *
Cumming, Georgia

Abigail Maddox 
Bland ***
Warner Robins, Georgia

Robert Edward Bland ***
St. Simons Island, Georgia

John Thomas Bliss ***
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Connor Douglas Blount 
Thomaston, Georgia

Claudia Maria Boero **†
Alpharetta, Georgia

Alexander Lee Brantley 
Marietta, Georgia

Nicholas Gray Buccelli **
Kathleen, Georgia

Justin Chang 
Macon, Georgia

Grant Thomas Clark ***
Brentwood, Tennessee

Abbey Caroline Cofer 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Nidia Elena Constantin **
Grovetown, Georgia

Chasen Lawrence 
Daniels 
Macon, Georgia

Tyler P. Darwin 
Dallas, Georgia

James Christian Davis 
Bonaire, Georgia

Lena Grace Dykes ***~
Panama City Beach, Florida

Sebastian Silvio Escalona 
Davie, Florida

Sydney Michelle Farr **
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Sarah Elizabeth 
Fenimore **†
Warner Robins, Georgia

Lauren Christina 
Folsom ***
Valdosta, Georgia

Michael Morris Frederick 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware

Cynthia S. Gaddam ***†
Sugar Hill, Georgia

Caden Thomas Godwin 
Camilla, Georgia

Sophia Kinley Guilbeau 
Grovetown, Georgia

Rowen Alexander 
Gutierrez **
Peachtree City, Georgia

Nichole Monique Harris 
Gurnee, Illinois

Quinn Harrison 
Warner Robins, Georgia

John Grayson Hayes **
Jackson, Georgia

Luis J. Hernandez 
Houston, Texas

Avery Michael Hillmann *
Atlanta, Georgia

Alexis Marie Hoard 
Augusta, Georgia

Adam Dean Irvin 
Albany, Georgia

Mia Gabrielle 
Jastrzembski ***†
Marietta, Georgia

Adam Johnston 
Social Circle, Georgia

Jayden Conner Jones 
Villa Rica, Georgia

Henry Barr Kashin ***†
Suwanee, Georgia

Austin Hansol Kim 
Suwanee, Georgia

Wesley William 
Kinney ***†
Peachtree City, Georgia

Ernest Kumeh 
Buford, Georgia

Soumik Kundu 
Gorakhpur, India

Michael Dietrich Kutter 
Cumming, Georgia

Chase Alexander 
LaValley 
Smyrna, Georgia

Timothy Buck Ledford 
Commerce, Georgia

Seungjun Lee ***
Seoul, South Korea

Ezekiel Joseph Lehe ***
Mooresville, North Carolina

Sydney Iman Lindsey **
Covington, Georgia

Presley Grace Lodge *
Villa Rica, Georgia

Xzavier Aloysius 
Longacre 
Macon, Georgia

Caleb Zlaner Luo-
Gardner **
Snellville, Georgia

Anna Ruth Madera ***
Macon, Georgia

Maya M. Maldonado ***
Canton, Georgia

Michael Andre 
Matthews, Jr. 
Williamson, Georgia

Owen Eric Maynard 
Juliette, Georgia

Reilly Alastair 
McKenna *†
Peachtree City, Georgia

Jalen Dakari Miller 
Columbus, Georgia

Johnera Miller 
Fort Valley, Georgia

Jackson Riley Neisler 
Macon, Georgia

Trung Ba Nguyen * 
Kathleen, Georgia

Abriana Abeba 
Nyante ***~
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Zachary ODonnell 
Columbia, South Carolina

Marcus Bamidele 
Jonathan Oludoja 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Samuel Otero 
Snellville, Georgia

Isabelle Mae Parrett ***
Oak Ridge, North Carolina

Christian Michael Parton *
Bonaire, Georgia

Anna Hasmukh Patel 
Brunswick, Georgia

Rhut Pragnesh Patel 
Broxton, Georgia

Vraj Dipenkumar 
Patel ***
Bonaire, Georgia

Shivali Patwary 
Cumming, Georgia

Jacob William Peters *
Dacula, Georgia

David Minh Pham 
Centerville, Georgia

Parker Robert Poteet ***
Johns Creek, Georgia

Caleb Matthew Reece 
Trion, Georgia

Cristian Alexis Reyes 
Mendiola 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Brian Nolan Rogerson **
Perry, Georgia

Dylan Nain Salvador 
Ruiz ***
Macon, Georgia

Prakriti Sapkota ***†
Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal

Carlee Summer 
Schultz **
Bradenton, Florida

Samanta Zoe Schultz 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Marina Lyn Serra ***†~
Peachtree City, Georgia

Alyssa Gale Sinopoli 
Cleveland, Georgia

Cannon Preston 
Smith ***
Locust Grove, Georgia

Victoria Leigh Smith *
Lithonia, Georgia

Richard Denzil Stever *
Gainesville, Georgia

Cedric Reshaud 
Sumner, Jr. 
Macon, Georgia

Mason Kolby Swanson 
Kathleen, Georgia

Shane Russell Tharani 
Macon, Georgia

Dominic Dashon Thomas *
Fort Valley, Georgia

Thomas Fisher Timms 
Macon, Georgia

Emmett Jasper Tinsley *
Rome, Georgia

Nathan Timothy Tong 
Suwanee, Georgia

Brayan Torres 
Forest Park, Georgia

Tyler Gray Van Meter **
Fayetteville, Georgia

Madison Marie Vane **†
Johns Creek, Georgia

Kyra Velasco 
Augusta, Georgia

Bruno Alexander von 
Eicken Heller ***†
Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Allie Grace 
Washington ***
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Mitchell C. Wasson 
Glennville, Georgia

Ainsley Marie 
Westbrook ***
Cincinnati, Ohio

Christian Dejuan 
Williams 
Vidalia, Georgia

Tucker Varnie Wilson **
Springfield, Georgia

Colby Ostin Withrow ***
Jacksonville, Florida

Landon James Yarbrough 
Augusta, Georgia

Charbel Youhanna **
Mount Lebanon, Lebanon

Isabella Zabala Valencia *
Milledgeville, Georgia

Master of 
Science

Sekou Omari Agard 
Snellville, Georgia

Hayden Bascom Amazon 
Acworth, Georgia

Diyanni Olivia Baron 
Roseau, Dominica

Tierra Blue 
Oglethorpe, Georgia

Matthew Cole Coburn 
Canton, Georgia

Carter Coursey 
Loganville, Georgia

Zoe Emerson 
Galway, Ireland

Kandice Estrella 
Lakeland, Georgia

David M. Hunt 
Macon, Georgia

Benjamin Felix Jelen 
Salem, Ohio

Emma Jane Lancaster 
Macon, Georgia

Brandon Michael 
McKinney 
Macon, Georgia

James Ray NeSmith 
Culloden, Georgia

Trung N. Nguyen 
Kathleen, Georgia

Brandon Michael Pocchio 
Canton, Georgia

Joseph R. Radford 
Adrian, Georgia

Halley Elizabeth Smith 
Macon, Georgia

Kimberly Ingram Wallace 
Jasper, Georgia

Master of 
Science in 
Engineering

Gregory Carroll Adams 
Seneca, South Carolina

Erick Rafael Aguayo 
Perry, Georgia

Smily Avula 
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Shaun Blanchette 
Charlotte, North Carolina

Elizabeth Grace Bowden 
Suwanee, Georgia

Anna HuiYu Bronsted 
Marietta, Georgia

Ryan Phillip Bulharowski 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Fredrick Ogugua Chuks 
Forney, Texas

Bailey Reed Collins 
Nashville, Georgia

Zachary S. Cone 
Tifton, Georgia

Zacharias Daniel Corwin 
Mount Airy, Georgia

Christopher Robert 
Crawford 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Nicholas Kanoa Dillon 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Sara Marie Engels 
Spring, Texas 

Matthew H. Farmer **
Macon, Georgia

Kaitlynn LaRose 
Gambrell 
Decatur, Georgia

Jonathan Preas Greene 
Evans, Georgia

Zoë Hardnett 
Lithonia, Georgia

William Lawson 
Hooper IV 
Macon, Georgia

Sasha Hoppie 
Loganville, Georgia

Claude Stephen 
Horton III 
Lavonia, Georgia

Haley Elizabeth Hunt 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Caleb Incarnato 
Niantic, Illinois

Natalie Nicole Irvin 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Lady Penelope Nicole 
Jackson 
Centerville, Georgia

Hampton Michael 
Johnson 
Lizella, Georgia

David Allen Kimberl, Jr. 
Prattville, Alabama

Durham Patterson King 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Aaron Kitchens 
Eastman, Georgia

Stephen Quang Lin 
Centerville, Georgia

John W. Mathis 
Gray, Georgia

Colin McBride 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Tyler Matthew McKinney 
Macon, Georgia

Paedar Moloney Millians 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Matthew Isaiah 
Moneypenny 
Byron, Georgia

Carmen Alise Mueller 
Bonaire, Georgia

Lindsay Ann Murray **
Savannah, Georgia

Peyton Ezra Nash ~
Canton, Georgia

Frank Neeley 
Braselton, Georgia

Christian Van Nipper 
Covington, Georgia

Jesse Jay Nipper 
Covington, Georgia

Michael James 
Norenberg ~
Casselberry, Florida

Alaysia L. Permaul 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Scott Rhodes 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Julio Gerardo Rivera 
Fajardo, Puerto Rico

Colton Lee Romines 
Bonaire, Georgia

Aaron David Schneider 
Suwanee, Georgia

Joshua Seepersaud 
Macon, Georgia

Bailey Brianna Sims 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Oladipo Oluseyi Sonuga 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

William Pace Tomlinson 
Leesburg, Georgia

Nicholas James VonFeldt 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Travis Paul White 
Lizella, Georgia

School of Engineering
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Bachelor of 
Science in 
Education

Anna Brook Brannon ***
Calhoun, Georgia

Courtnee Brianna 
Brown *
Macon, Georgia

Madison Tillman 
Daniels *
Macon, Georgia

Ellesse Deamber 
Denerson 
Macon, Georgia

Lindsay Michele Dukes 
Union City, Georgia

Sydney Allison 
Ford ***†~
Birmingham, Alabama

Kaleb A. Frost 
Summerville, South Carolina

Heather Jearlean 
Groberg ***
Lexington, South Carolina

Laura Abigail Hiers *
Coolidge, Georgia

Lainey Ruth Hunt ***
Nashville, Tennessee

Alexandria Marie 
Jones ***
Ringgold, Georgia

Riley Kable 
Monroe, Georgia

Allison Sariyah Martin *
Statesboro, Georgia

Nicholas Corbin Milsap 
Bonaire, Georgia

Sita Kay Patel ***
Alpharetta, Georgia

Abigail Settipani ***
Suwanee, Georgia

Emma Claire Sklar 
Rome, Georgia

Master of 
Arts in 
Teaching

Xavier Anthony II 
Rex, Georgia

Jacqueline Danielle 
Armanie-Brazelton 
Savannah, Georgia

Marcus Mikeal Arnett 
Americus, Georgia

Zaquan Marquis Baldwin 
Macon, Georgia

Stephanie McNeil 
Barrett 
Grayson, Georgia

Nevena Bellamy 
Loganville, Georgia

David Berry 
Snellville, Georgia

Marissa Caitlin Bronson 
Byron, Georgia

Ashlee Loreen Brown 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Cory Juwan Brown 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Thomas S. Brown 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Julissa Cajas-Santos 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Aubrey Anthony 
Camacho 
Berkeley Lake, Georgia

Shaniqua Carter 
Albany, Georgia

Teirra Carter 
Atlanta, Georgia

Tahisha Brenda Celestin 
Brooklyn, New York

Quineshia Charleston 
Atlanta, Georgia

Tasha Tioney Charleston 
Sparta, Georgia

Kendra Clarissa Coney 
Eastman, Georgia

Janaya Amil Cooper 
Snellville, Georgia

Trelle Presonia Cotton 
Byron, Georgia

Rodney Sherrod Culler 
Macon, Georgia

Autumn L. Davis ~
Toccoa, Georgia

Quincy Davis 
Macon, Georgia

Antonio Terrell DeBerry 
Cleveland, Ohio

Justin Junior Elmore 
Peachtree Corners, Georgia

Keanya Francis 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Stacie Carol Gaston 
Bonaire, Georgia

Shawnta Phynese 
Gibson 
Macon, Georgia

Leonela Grajales 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

LaShundra Hammond 
Hampton, Georgia

Matthew Herbert 
Henning 
Newborn, Georgia

Gabriela Hernandez 
Roman 
Lilburn, Georgia

Payton Rose 
Hirschmann 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Justin David Hockey 
Acworth, Georgia

Terence Holmes 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Desmond Jaron Hopkins 
Macon, Georgia

LaChristi Allie Hunter 
Valdosta, Georgia

Chasity Jackson 
Hampton, Georgia

Shareese Jackson 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Alberto Guadalupe 
Jimenez 
Norcross, Georgia

Akua Adjei Johnson 
Riverdale, Georgia

Nicole Lipscomb 
Chicago, Illinois

Mark Livingston 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Beatriz Helena Lleras 
Dublin, Georgia

Dejon Lewis Mackin-
Irving 
Buffalo, New York

Guillermo Maduro 
Vázquez 
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Cindy Martinez 
Roswell, Georgia

Tavon Mason 
Baltimore, Maryland

Ashley Marie 
Massengale 
Meansville, Georgia

Sharlesia Takira Mathis-
Sinclair 
Macon, Georgia

Cayla Ann McCranie 
Macon, Georgia

Victor William Meinert 
Monroe, Georgia

Taylor Milam 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Charnay Aliz Miles 
Augusta, Georgia

Chandon Mitchell 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Gala Symone Nelson 
Atlanta, Georgia

Raegine Shynelle 
Newkirk 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Ashley Newsome 
South Bend, Indiana

Ruth Newton 
Columbus, Georgia

Thu Hong Nguyen 
Forest Park, Georgia

Echikanma Obiechefu 
Suwanee, Georgia

Frankie Lee ONeal 
Macon, Georgia

Carissa Ann Pangilinan 
Woodstock, Georgia

Kizzy Parker 
Snellville, Georgia

Diego Armando Paz 
Butler, Georgia

Kenia Lisett Pineda 
Grayson, Georgia

Natalia Shymese 
Quarterman 
Valdosta, Georgia

Teshia Angela Rice 
Gray, Georgia

Alexandria Hayleigh 
Secrist 
Duluth, Georgia

Layla Shahada 
Centerville, Georgia

Eric Shaw 
Atlanta, Georgia

Arvantis Smith 
McDonough, Georgia

Corey Smith 
Dyersburg, Tennessee

Brandon Kenneth 
Stanley 
Riverdale, Georgia

Jamye Naomi Thigpen 
Warner Robins, Georgia

La’Tavia Thomas 
Monroe, Georgia

Terrence Emmanuel 
Toussaint 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Mia Turner 
Albany, Georgia

Cassandra Vernica Vancol 
Miami, Florida

Cornelius Waller 
Milledgeville, Georgia

Pauline Scott Wilder 
Macon, Georgia

Kailene M. Williams 
Albany, Georgia

Tabitha L. Williams 
Albany, Georgia

Jerome Dwight Willis 
South Fulton, Georgia

Ja’Necia Wilson 
Riverdale, Georgia

Lacasta Wimberly 
Macon, Georgia

Benjamin Twitty Wright 
Albany, Georgia

Morgan Symone Wynn 
Atlanta, Georgia

Sarah Youtsey 
Suwanee, Georgia

Master of 
Education

Madison LaCroix 
Macon, Georgia 

Danielle Peek 
Macon, Georgia 

Maria Cristina Petruso 
Macon, Georgia

College of Education

Candidates for Degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

Bachelor of 
Arts

Tekia Lanise Harrell ***
Macon, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Science

Raven Delores Brand 
St. Louis, Missouri

Rowan Connally 
Jekyll Island, Georgia

Bailey Iona Rae Downs 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Darien G. Ford 
Macon, Georgia

Rodricka Alexis 
Foreman 
Macon, Georgia

Dayshia Emaun Hall *
Gray, Georgia

Tekia Lanise Harrell ***
Macon, Georgia

James Derrick 
Minton ***~
Warner Robins, Georgia

Helen Jones Smith 
Gordon, Georgia

Precious Smith 
Macon, Georgia

Frances Leigh Thomas *
Byron, Georgia

Dzanh Dinh Tran 
Warner Robins, Georgia

College of Professional Advancement



44   |  Ma c o n

Bachelor of 
Science

Zoe Catherine Alper 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Madison Gabrielle 
Andrews *
Acworth, Georgia

Keerthana Atchutuni ***
Suwanee, Georgia

Hailey Danielle Bayer ***
Dunwoody, Georgia

Ariana Sheree Bennett *
St. Louis, Missouri

Kwesi Berko 
Gwinnett, Georgia

Gabriella Noel Biel 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Ryan Jowers Binney 
Duluth, Georgia

Kaja J. Brown **
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Savannah Nicole 
Browning 
Valdosta, Georgia

Carly Elizabeth 
Concevitch ***~
Alpharetta, Georgia

Kayla McKenzie Cotter *
Buford, Georgia

Mekenah Elizabeth 
Dill **
Waycross, Georgia

Jenna Michelle Dove 
Peachtree City, Georgia

Rebecca Jean 
Edwards **
Loganville, Georgia

Rose Amanda Elder ***
Tucker, Georgia

Anne Hollis Engel *
Carrollton, Georgia

Macy Elizabeth Fennell *
Midway, Georgia

Virginia Anne Fox ***~
Dacula, Georgia

Beyoncé Faith Curlis 
Francis **
Wallhouse, Dominica

Abigail Madison 
Goodwin 
Guyton, Georgia

Scarlett Elise Heald 
Macon, Georgia

Marissa A. Hogan **
Canton, Georgia

Maryam Ibrahim ***
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Isha Firoz Jalia 
Fayetteville, Georgia

Aden Randall Janik ***
Kathleen, Georgia

Renee Lynn Jansen van 
Vuuren 
Alpharetta, Georgia

Aspen Brooke Johnson 
Vidalia, Georgia

Jalen Deron Jordan ***
Warner Robins, Georgia

Anisa Khan *
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Josiah Jacques 
Lamothe ***
Lilburn, Georgia

Katherine Paige Lerro ***
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Kaylyn Vanessa Loolen *
Carrollton, Georgia

Alma Denisse Luna 
Jonesboro, Georgia

Jordyn Ariana Malone *
Lilburn, Georgia

Jada Gabrielle Moorman 
Cincinnati, Ohio

Destiny Aaliyah Neal 
Macon, Georgia

Manashi Kiritkumar Patel 
Locust Grove, Georgia

Chloe Raine 
Pendergrast **
Douglasville, Georgia

Bethel Petros 
Lilburn, Georgia

Pria Alexis Pullin 
Sharpsburg, Georgia

Fabricio Resendiz-
Cisneros 
Chamblee, Georgia

Taniya Rushing 
Moultrie, Georgia

Sydney Janae Snipes **
Houston, Texas

Shelby Mackenzie 
Stevenson *
Mableton, Georgia

Abigail Quinn Surratt 
Bainbridge, Georgia

Antonio Demone Taylor **
Bainbridge, Georgia

Hermela Bereket Tekie 
Lilburn, Georgia

Kate Marie Vane ***
Johns Creek, Georgia

Parks Emanuel 
Walker ***
Bonaire, Georgia

Nathan Tyler Weldon *
Carrollton, Georgia

Lana Gabrielle Whitfield 
Johns Creek, Georgia

Master of 
Athletic 
Training

Tyra Lynn Allmon 
Knoxville, Tennessee

Anaamika Krithi Balan 
Augusta, Georgia

Dominique Ann Carlson 
Spotswood, New Jersey

Caleb James Duggan 
Adel, Georgia

Ryan Christopher 
Frischkorn 
Macon, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Arts

Micaela Collins 
Stockbridge, Georgia

Choice Justine McCarty 
Roxbury, Massachusetts

Kiah Lawson Shealy 
Greenville, Alabama

Seth Watson 
Macon, Georgia

Bachelor of 
Music

Alana Leigh 
Blankenship ***
Americus, Georgia

Lucas David Meinberg *
Suwanee, Georgia

Anna Stein ***
Alexandria, Virginia

Anna Elizabeth 
Varisco ***
Little Rock, Arkansas

Bachelor of 
Music 
Education

Theodore Stake 
Babbitt ***
Collinsville, Connecticut

Michael J. Bloom 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Harley Nykol Flynn 
Warner Robins, Georgia

Savannah Elaine 
Rosalee Legg ***~
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Cailey Alexandra 
Martinez ***
Douglas, Georgia

Master of 
Music

Jonathan Hannah 
Dublin, Georgia

Alia Lene’ Jackson 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

James Jackson 
Macon, Georgia

Participation in the graduation ceremony does not necessarily represent conferral of the degree. Degrees are awarded 
at the end of the term in which all requirements are met. Honors printed in the program and announced at the commencement 

ceremony are based on grades earned at the time of program publication and may not reflect final honors.

School of Music

Candidates for Degrees

* Cum Laude   |   ** Magna Cum Laude   |   *** Summa Cum Laude   |   † University Honors   |   ~ Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society   |   Φ Phi Beta Kappa

College of Health Professions
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Message from 
the Alumni Association

On behalf of the Alumni Association, I congratulate you on 
reaching this important milestone in your life! While you may 
leave today to embark on future careers, further studies and all the 
other journeys of a long, interesting life, Mercer will never leave 
you. You are — and always will be — a Bear. And as such, you 
have a place with the Mercer University Alumni Association. 

It is my honor to welcome you to the Alumni Association, a 
network of more than 94,000 Mercerians. There is no need to 
join; you are already a member. The Alumni Association is for all 
Mercer alumni and provides opportunities for you to connect with 
your classmates and all who came before you — and those who will come after. We hope you 
will stay in touch by keeping your contact information current, participating in reunions and 
events and supporting the University with your time, talent and resources.

We look forward to celebrating the milestones of your life with you and to being a resource 
for your lifelong learning. Together we roar!

 
Go Bears!
 

B. Todd Smith, BUS ’93, ’97
Associate Vice President and Executive Director

Mercer University Alumni Association

1501 Mercer University Drive, Macon, Georgia 31207-1517

(478) 301-2715 | (800) 637-2378 | Alumni@Mercer.edu
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Emblems

The Mace

The mace is carried by the Marshal as a symbol of the 
authority of the University to confer degrees. Originally a 
weapon of war, the mace came to be used as an emblem 
of military power and civil authority. Its use as a symbol of 
university authority dates from medieval times.

The Mercer mace was designed in 1960 by Marshall 
Daugherty, professor of art in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, and was first used for the inauguration of 
President Rufus C. Harris. It depicts a cross atop a globe, 
symbolizing the spiritual commitment of the University as 
it seeks to understand the world. Circumscribing the globe 
are the words, “Mercer University, 1833,” symbolizing the 
influence of Mercer throughout the world. Beneath the larger 
globe is a smaller one, which represents the microcosm of 
the University. This, in turn, rests atop a form suggestive of a 
spire. The mace is made of bronze.

The Presidential Seal

The seal is worn by the President as a sign of authority. 
The seal was designed by Professor Otis D. Knight and 
Professor Marshall Daugherty and was first used for the 
inauguration of President Rufus C. Harris in 1960.

The seal, which was carved directly in fine silver and 
bronze, is a mandola-shaped pendant that depicts the form of 
the Godsey Administration Building, a ribbon and a stylized 
stained-glass window of Willingham Hall. The background 
is in bronze, and the window is in blue and red cloisonné 
enamel. On the ribbon are the Latin words for science, law, 
religion and the arts. On the border are inscribed the name 
of the University in Latin and the date of its founding. The 
shape of the seal is traditional for early university seals.

Academic Regalia

The practice of wearing academic attire extends back to 
medieval times and the Renaissance, when it was the custom 
for teachers and students in European universities to wear 
gowns, caps and hoods. Although the wearing of the garb is 
now limited to formal occasions, the garb itself may be called 
the uniform of the professional scholar and teacher. The style 
and color serve as symbols of collegiate attainment.

The long sleeves of the gowns and the deep hoods were, 
on occasion, used to carry books and refreshments. Each 
European university developed its own style of garb with 
strict rules for its design. In the United States, however, most 
American colleges have agreed on a uniform design and   
color code.

Holders of bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees wear 
black gowns; the pattern and trimming differ for each degree. 
Originally, the bachelor’s gown was made of serge or worsted 
and the master’s of serge, worsted or silk; but now synthetic 
fibers are also used. The bachelor’s gown is distinguished by its 
long pointed sleeves. The master’s gown has long sleeves with 
a slit for the arm at either the elbow or the wrist. Doctor’s 
gowns are adorned with velvet panels and bars that may be 
black or of a color distinctive to the wearer’s discipline.

Holders of all degrees wear caps, popularly known as 
mortarboards, to which a long tassel is fastened that hangs 
over the left side of the cap. Doctors may wear tassels of     
gold thread. Holders of bachelor’s and master’s degrees may 
wear colors indicating the faculty by which their degrees   
were granted. 

The academic hood is an ornamental fold that goes 
around the neck and hangs down the back of the gown. 
The length and shape of the hood vary with the level of 
the degree. Hoods are generally lined with the colors of the 
university which granted the degree and trimmed with the 
color representing the faculty by which the degree is granted. 

The following colors are associated with the various 
faculties:

Arts, Letters, Humanities ................................... White
Athletic Training .......................................  Sage Green
Commerce, Accountancy, Business ...................... Drab
Education .....................................................  Light Blue
Engineering ....................................................... Orange
Journalism .......................................................  Crimson
Law .....................................................................  Purple
Library Science .................................................. Lemon
Medicine ............................................................. Green
Music ....................................................................  Pink
Nursing.............................................................  Apricot
Speech ......................................................... Silver Gray
Pharmacy................................................... Olive Green
Philosophy ....................................................  Dark Blue
Physical Therapy ..................................................... Teal
Physician Assistant .................................... Kelly Green
Psychology .............................................................  Gold
Public Health ...........................................  Salmon Pink
Science ..................................................  Golden Yellow
Theology............................................................. Scarlet



The medallion is worn by faculty, administrators and students who are 
members of the National Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, an organization that 

initiates members from all disciplines. The cloisonné enamel medallion is decorated 
with the badge of the Society and is suspended from a blue, grosgrain ribbon.

Medallion of Phi Kappa Phi

Alma Mater

Macon Campus

On the city’s western border
Reared against the sky,

Proudly stands our Alma Mater,
As the years roll by.

Chorus
Forward ever be thy watchword,

Conquer and prevail.
Hail to thee, O Alma Mater!

Mercer, Hail all Hail!

Cherished by thy sons and daughters,
Mem’ries sweet shall throng

Round our hearts, O Alma Mater,
As we sing our song.

Atlanta Campus

On the city’s eastern border
Reared against the sky,

Proudly stands our Alma Mater,
As the years roll by.

Chorus
Forward ever be thy watchword

Conquer and prevail.
Hail to thee, O Alma Mater!

Mercer, Hail all Hail!

Cherished by thy sons and daughters
Mem’ries sweet shall throng

Round our hearts, O Alma Mater,
As we sing our song.
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2026 Phi Beta Kappa Inductees

Phi Beta Kappa Zeta of Georgia
 
HE PHI BETA KAPPA SOCIETY — THE NATION’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS ACADEMIC HONOR SOCIETY — 
CHARTERED MERCER UNIVERSITY TO SHELTER THE ZETA CHAPTER OF GEORGIA IN 2015. In recommending 
Mercer for membership, the Society’s Committee on Qualifications described Mercer as a “quintessentially Phi Beta Kappa 
institution” in its values and mission, in its curriculum and general education requirements, in the variety of opportunities 

it provides its students, in the quality of its best undergraduates, and in the dedicated engagement of the faculty in all aspects of 
undergraduate education. 
	 Phi Beta Kappa was founded Dec. 5, 1776, at the College of William and Mary by five undergraduates who sought to create a student 
society that would be more serious-minded than others that had previously existed at the Williamsburg, Virginia, institution. 
	 The first college society with a Greek-letter name, Phi Beta Kappa is derived from the initials for the society’s motto, “love of learning 
is the guide of life.” ΦBK introduced the essential characteristics of the numerous Greek societies that would follow. These included a 
badge, mottoes in Greek and Latin, a code of laws, an elaborate form of initiation and a seal.
	 Phi Beta Kappa is not awarded simply on the basis of high GPA or class rank, but on a student’s breadth of knowledge and 
coursework, including foreign language, math and sciences, and humanities and fine arts. An inductee into Phi Beta Kappa has taken a 
wide range of courses beyond a major. In addition to seeking out a broad range of academic interests, the ideal Phi Beta Kappa member 
has demonstrated intellectual inquiry and integrity as well as tolerance for freedom of thought and varied points of view. 
These are the distinctive elements of Phi Beta Kappa that distinguish it from Latin honors such as summa cum laude or department 
honors in a discipline.
	 Only 10% of the nation’s institutions of higher education have been awarded chapters of Phi Beta Kappa, and only 10% of an 
institution’s seniors may be inducted, making Phi Beta Kappa one of the most competitive and distinguished honors a student may 
achieve. Since ΦBK’s founding, 17 U.S. presidents, 42 U.S. Supreme Court justices and more than 150 Nobel laureates have been 
inducted as members, along with countless authors, diplomats, athletes, researchers, actors and business leaders.

T
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Jacob Allinson
Junior  I  Cumming, Georgia 

Autumn Renee Baggett
Senior  I  Hahira, Georgia 

Thomas Xavier Bartlett
Senior  I  Marietta, Georgia 

Latoya Addie Bartley
Senior  I  Springfield, Georgia 

Samantha Kay Burrell 
Senior  I  Roswell, Georgia 

Rajwol Chapagain
Senior  I  Kathmandu, Nepal

Rachel M. Chen
Senior  I  Suwanee, Georgia 

Graham Robert Childs-Goodwin
Senior  I  Atlanta, Georgia 

Autumn Caroline Claxton
Senior  I  Dublin, Georgia 

Sahithi Doddaka
Senior  I  Alpharetta, Georgia

Greer Evelyn Gardner
Senior  I  Lizella, Georgia

Bethany Tenagne Gedle
Senior  I  Marietta, Georgia

Jenna Lynn Goodson
Senior  I  Statesboro, Georgia

Samuel Eric Hackworth
Senior  I  Las Vegas, Nevada

Sophia Hall
Senior  I  Spring Hill, Tennessee

Ziyan Hirani
Senior  I  Peachtree City, Georgia

Allie Grace Hodges
Senior  I  Lizella, Georgia

Beth Nkechi Ijeoma
Senior  I  Dallas, Georgia

Elise Jones
Junior  I  Midland, Georgia

Riley G. Kelly
Senior  I  Grovetown, Georgia

Emily McCafferty
Senior  I  Atlanta, Georgia

Andrew Nicolas McCommon
Senior  I  Marietta, Georgia

Keana Elise McKee
Senior  I  Roswell, Georgia

Margaret Grace McWhorter
Senior  I  Alpharetta, Georgia

Sai Chaitanya Mediboyina
Senior  I  Suwanee, Georgia

Peyton Alexander Millwood
Senior  I  Augusta, Georgia

Madeleine Hope Pardue
Senior  I  Palmetto, Georgia

Manas Paresh Patel
Senior  I  Brunswick, Georgia

Aleem Patni
Junior  I  Alpharetta, Georgia

Noah Porter
Junior  I  East Dublin, Georgia

Braeden Walker Prince
Senior  I  Grovetown, Georgia

Brooke Leigh Roden
Senior  I  Guyton, Georgia

Makayla M. Shaffer
Senior  I  Acworth, Georgia

Madeline Silinskie
Senior  I  Kennesaw, Georgia

Marti Kaile Sommers
Senior  I  Molena, Georgia

Anna Stein
Senior  I  Alexandria, Virginia

Dominick Bryant Still 
Senior  I  Cumming, Georgia

Anna Rose Strupp
Senior  I  Marine on St. Croix, Minnesota

Olivia Kate Van Meter
Senior  I  Fayetteville, Georgia

Aditya Deveri Vayalapalli
Senior  I  Duluth, Georgia

Kathryn Paige Volz
Senior  I  Canton, Georgia

Hannah Lea Walker
Senior  I  Ocilla, Georgia

Abigail Rayne Williamson
Senior  I  Opelika, Alabama

Emily Shaw Wolfe
Senior  I  Clarkesville, Georgia



Mercer University Profile

Mercer University is one of America’s oldest and 
most distinctive institutions of higher learning, 
offering rigorous programs that span the 
undergraduate liberal arts and sciences to doctoral-

level degrees. Founded by early 19th century Baptists, Mercer — 
while no longer formally denominationally affiliated — remains 
committed to an educational environment that embraces the 
historic Baptist principles of intellectual and religious freedom.

With approximately 9,000 students enrolled in 12 schools 
and colleges, on major campuses in Macon and Atlanta; medical 
school campuses in Macon, Savannah, Columbus and Valdosta; 
and at regional academic centers in Henry and Douglas counties, 
Mercer is ranked among the top tier and best values of national 
research universities by U.S. News & World Report. More than 
94,000 alumni are making important contributions to their 
professions and communities throughout Georgia, the Southeast 
and the world.

While offering a breadth of programs found at much larger 
universities, Mercer maintains an intimate, student-focused 
culture more characteristic of smaller liberal arts colleges. 
Mercer’s uniqueness is found in the way the University integrates 
five defining components of its mission: Liberal Learning, 
Professional Knowledge, Discovery, Service to Humankind and 
Community.

Academic Divisions

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Macon — The oldest and largest of the University’s academic 

units, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is Mercer’s 
academic cornerstone. The College offers baccalaureate programs 
in the humanities, fine arts, natural sciences, social sciences, 
mathematics and computer science, along with a variety of 
interdisciplinary options. Offering a multitude of pre-professional 
programs in health, law and theology, the College also provides 
students a strong liberal arts foundation. The core curriculum 
blends practical skills, such as critical thinking, clear writing 
and effective communication, with a deep engagement with the 
diversity and richness of the peoples, faiths, cultures and natural 
processes in the world. Mercer has been frequently recognized by 
U.S. News & World Report for “Best Undergraduate Teaching” 
and has been honored by the Council on Undergraduate 
Research for its robust research opportunities for undergraduates. 
In 2015, Mercer was awarded a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, the 
nation’s most prestigious academic honor society.

School of Law
Macon — Founded in 1873, Mercer School of Law is one 

of the oldest law schools in the U.S. and the first in Georgia 
accredited by the American Bar Association. Mercer Law School 
is committed to preparing students for high-quality, general 
practice in a supportive and professional learning environment. 
In 2025, the annual Gavel Rankings rated Mercer Law School’s 
trial advocacy program No. 4 in the nation. It is a two-time 
recipient of the prestigious ABA Gambrell Professionalism Award 

for excellence and innovation in ethics and professionalism 
throughout the curriculum. With an enrollment of approximately 
400 students, Mercer Law continues to be recognized for 
preparing students for practice through its award-winning 
programs in legal writing, advocacy, experiential education and 
emphasis on ethics and professionalism.

School of Business
Macon, Atlanta, Henry County and Online — Established 

in 1984, Mercer’s Stetson-Hatcher School of Business is named 
for Eugene W. Stetson, a 1901 Mercer graduate and business 
pioneer who leveraged the first major buyout in corporate 
history, and his grandson Robert F. (Bob) Hatcher, a Macon 
businessman, longtime supporter, Life Trustee and former board 
chair for the University. Over the past 80 years, Mercer has 
granted more than 12,000 business degrees, and many of its 
graduates hold senior leadership positions in companies around 
the world and are successful entrepreneurs. Mercer’s business 
school delivers career-focused business education in order to 
develop innovative leaders who are responsible global citizens.

As an accredited member of The Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business International, the School of 
Business is among the top 5% of business schools worldwide. 
It has been recognized as one of the “Best Business Schools” 
in the U.S. by both The Princeton Review and U.S. News & 
World Report. Mercer is listed as one of the “Best Undergraduate 
Business Programs” by U.S. News & World Report, and has been 
recognized among “MBA Programs Where Grads Make More 
Money Than They Owe.”

School of Engineering
Macon and Online —  Mercer’s innovative and academically 

challenging engineering and engineering-related programs 
provide students with a comprehensive education, featuring a 
solid foundation in mathematics and sciences, a core engineering 
curriculum, a range of courses in engineering specialties 
and a strong emphasis on communication methodologies 
and technologies. The School of Engineering marked its 
40th anniversary in 2025, and its undergraduate program is 
consistently ranked among the top programs in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report. Known for its breadth of instruction 
in its undergraduate program and its 4+1 integrated bachelor’s 
and master’s degree program, Mercer combines technical 
education with hands-on laboratory experience, research and 
real-world problem-solving. The School is the nation’s leading 
producer of engineering Goldwater Scholarships and has 
produced 15 Department of Defense SMART Scholars in the  
last nine years.

College of Education
Macon, Atlanta, Douglas County, Henry County and 

Online — Mercer’s Tift College of Education prepares more 
professional educators than any other private institution 
in Georgia. It offers undergraduate and graduate programs 
in teacher education and educational leadership, including 
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initial teacher certification, advanced teacher education, P-12 
educational leadership, independent school leadership and 
higher education leadership. The College’s teacher certification 
programs are approved by the Georgia Professional Standards 
Commission. In addition to full-time, daytime baccalaureate 
programs for residential undergraduate students, the College 
of Education offers programs with flexible delivery formats for 
working professionals, including baccalaureate and graduate-
level programs with a combination of online and on-campus 
coursework and fully online graduate-level programs.

School of Theology
Atlanta and Online — Established in 1996, Mercer’s 

James and Carolyn McAfee School of Theology brings Jesse 
Mercer’s founding vision of providing students with a classical 
and theological education full circle as it prepares students for 
ministry in the church and beyond. The School of Theology 
forms ministers and cultivates leaders who thrive spiritually, 
professionally and academically in service with congregations, 
communities and classrooms. The School’s vision is to inspire 
churches and communities to imagine, discover and create God’s 
loving and just world. The School offers master’s and doctoral 
degrees, and several ministry concentrations. The innovative, 
fully integrated curriculum is taught by nationally recognized 
scholars who are committed Christians. Along with a network 
of partner churches, the School of Theology is affiliated with the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

College of Professional Advancement
Macon, Atlanta, Douglas County, Henry County and 

Online — Mercer’s College of Professional Advancement 
offers undergraduate, graduate and certificate programs for 
adults seeking leadership roles in their community and beyond, 
professional transition and advancement and lives that have 
meaning and purpose. Programs support the needs of high-growth 
and high-demand employment sectors and provide students 
with a multidisciplinary curriculum that integrates theory and 
practice. Flexible program delivery formats include fully online 
programs and options for a blended combination of online and 
on-campus coursework. Areas of study include communication, 
counseling, health care leadership, human resources, humanities, 
organizational leadership, public safety, psychology, science, 
technology, informatics, data intelligence and machine learning, 
along with interdisciplinary and self-designed options. 

School of Music
Macon — Mercer’s Townsend School of Music is nationally 

recognized for its Emmy award-winning artist faculty, 
internationally acclaimed students, wide range of performance 
ensembles and beautiful facilities. The School of Music offers 
a thorough and rigorous curriculum, providing a conservatory-
quality music education within a university environment. 
Students benefit from small class sizes and individual          
instruction from faculty who regularly perform on campus and 
at major national and international venues. Specialized music 
programs include the Robert McDuffie Center for Strings 
and the Townsend-McAfee Institute for Graduate Studies of                   
Sacred Music.

Mercer Health Sciences Center

The Mercer Health Sciences Center, a multi-campus 
academic health center, encompasses the School of Medicine, 
College of Pharmacy, College of Nursing and College of Health 
Professions. The Health Sciences Center enrolls more than 2,000 
students, employs 450 full-time faculty and staff, and annually 
graduates more than 750 physicians, nurses and nurse educators, 
as well as family nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, 
physician assistants, pharmacists, physical therapists, family 
therapists, athletic trainers, clinical psychologists, public health 
professionals and biomedical scientists.

School of Medicine
Macon, Savannah, Columbus and Valdosta — Mercer’s 

School of Medicine was established in 1982 to educate physicians 
and health professionals to meet the primary care and health 
care needs of rural, medically underserved areas of Georgia 
through education, service, research and collaboration. Today, 
a majority of graduates practice in the state of Georgia, and 
Mercer is a leader in the nation for those who are practicing in 
rural or medically underserved areas. The School’s educational 
environment was the nation’s first to be founded on a patient-
based learning philosophy that is case-driven and provides early 
patient care experiences. The School of Medicine’s four locations 
offer a campus environment for every type of student. Macon 
is the School’s administrative campus. The Savannah campus 
was established in 2008 and is located adjacent to Memorial 
Health University Medical Center. Columbus began as a clinical 
campus in 2012 and welcomed the first four-year M.D. class in 
the fall of 2021. In 2024, a third- and fourth-year clinical campus 
was added in Valdosta at SGMC Health. All four campuses are 
closely integrated and function as one unit.

College of Pharmacy
Atlanta — Founded in 1903, Mercer’s College of Pharmacy 

has a long history of advancing health care through teaching, 
research, patient-centered care and service innovations. The 
College’s motto, “A tradition of excellence, a legacy of caring,” 
frames its philosophy of providing excellent academic programs 
in an environment where every student matters and every person 
counts. Students are encouraged to get involved in the College’s 
many nationally recognized professional organizations. They 
also can take advantage of internships and other opportunities 
with Atlanta-based health care organizations and government 
agencies. Construction of the Moye Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences Center was completed in late 2023, and it opened to 
students in January 2024. 

College of Nursing
Macon and Atlanta — Mercer’s nationally recognized 

Georgia Baptist College of Nursing is the longest-established 
nursing program in Georgia. With a rich history dating back to 
1902 and more than 9,000 alumni, the College is grounded in 
the heritage of excellence in nursing education. The College of 
Nursing advances the nursing workforce through multiple degree                                   
options, and faculty are dedicated to the development of 
professional nurses committed to scholarship, leadership,                                                                                   
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practice, research and service within a culture of academic 
excellence. In 2025, the College added a full, four-year B.S.N. 
program on the Macon campus.

College of Health Professions
Macon and Atlanta — The College of Health Professions is 

composed of six disciplines: physical therapy, physician assistant 
studies, public health, clinical psychology, athletic training and 
kinesiology. In addition to its degree offerings, the College offers 
post-professional residencies and fellowships and operates an 
on-site physical therapy clinic. With an overall enrollment of 
more than 700 students, the College seeks to improve the health 
and quality of life of individuals and society through excellence in 
teaching, research and service.

Mercer University Libraries  
Mercer University Libraries seek to embody a patron-driven 

philosophy by practicing excellent customer service, making 
available learning-centered gateways of information resources, 
offering robust collections in support of the academic mission 
of the Mercer community and utilizing patron-driven materials 
acquisition models. The libraries provide a range of print 
materials and cloud-based resources such as e-books, e-journals, 
streaming media, research guides and how-to videos.

The libraries participate in the campus academic enterprise 
through virtual reference services, group information literacy 
sessions, one-on-one reference tutorials and the availability of 
cloud-based reference tools designed for 24/7 access. Library 
facilities contain multiple learning environments designed for 
mixed study scenarios, including comfortable spaces for group 
gatherings, quiet areas for individual work and private group 
study rooms for collaborative projects. 

The Mercer University Libraries include:

	 •	 Jack Tarver Library, Macon

	 •	 Monroe F. Swilley, Jr. Library, Atlanta

	 •	 Regional Academic Center Library Services supporting 	
		  programs in Henry County and Douglas County

Specialized libraries at Mercer:

	 •	 Skelton Medical Library serving students in Macon and 	
		  Columbus

	 •	 Skelton Library in Savannah serving the School of 
		  Medicine on the Savannah campus and Memorial
		  University Medical Center

	 •	 Furman Smith Law Library in the School of Law, Macon

Mercer Medicine

Mercer Medicine is a multi-specialty group of more than 
30 primary care providers and specialists who work to guide 
patients through their health journey and create strong, long-
term relationships. A wide variety of outpatient services are 
offered in Macon and at rural primary care clinics in multiple 
locations throughout Central and South Georgia, including 
Clay County, Harris County, Plains, Putnam County, Jekyll 
Island and Taylor County. As a subsidiary of the School of 

Medicine, Mercer Medicine is staffed by experienced health                                                                                                        
care providers who are leading the way in medical education, 
technology and research.

Mercer Engineering Research Center

Mercer Engineering Research Center (MERC) is the 
University’s nonprofit applied research operating unit. Located 
in Warner Robins, MERC was established in 1987 to provide 
engineering and scientific services, research and specialized 
technical expertise to Robins Air Force Base, other Department 
of Defense (DoD) entities, DoD international partners and 
allies (Foreign Military Sales), as well as commercial customers. 
MERC’s core competencies include electrical engineering, 
electronic warfare, digital transformation, artificial intelligence 
and machine learning, embedded software, custom software 
development, cybersecurity, computational fluid dynamics, 
human factors and biomechanics, finite element analysis, 
structural integrity, mechanical testing, non-destructive 
inspection, reverse engineering and prototyping. 

Mercer University Press

Mercer University Press has published more than 1,750 books 
since its establishment in 1979. It publishes 30 to 35 new books 
each year in the areas of religion, philosophy, literary criticism, 
Southern history, regional studies and creative writing. The Press 
holds membership in the Association of University Presses.

Roberts Academy

Roberts Academy at Mercer University is Georgia’s only 
school for dyslexic learners outside of Metro Atlanta. The 
mission of the Academy is to prepare students with dyslexia 
to achieve academic success through dynamic educational 
programs. The Academy teaches a comprehensive curriculum 
designed for students in grades 2-6 using the Orton-Gillingham 
Approach, an evidence-based practice proven to help students 
with dyslexia. Students attend the Academy until they have 
mastered the skills to accommodate their learning differences   
and are prepared to succeed in a traditional school setting.

Athletics

Mercer is the only NCAA Division I private institution in 
Georgia and competes in the historic Southern Conference 
(SoCon). In the 2024-2025 academic year, Mercer student-
athletes achieved an overall GPA of 3.491. The University 
has won the Southern Conference’s Barrett-Bonner Award for 
academic achievement every year since joining the conference                      
in 2014. Mercer’s 18 intercollegiate teams include men’s                                                                                                    
baseball, basketball, cross country, football, golf, lacrosse, 
soccer and tennis; and women’s basketball, beach volleyball, 
cross country, golf, lacrosse, soccer, softball, tennis, track and 
volleyball. Other members of the Southern Conference include 
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, East Tennessee 
State University, Furman University, University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro, Samford University, The Citadel, 
Virginia Military Institute, Western Carolina University and 
Wofford College.
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