“Mercerian

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

AT IVIERCER,
EVERYONE IVIAJORS IN

CHANGING
THEWORLD

OOOOOOO

tttttttt
LLLLLLLL

SSSSSSSS
Studies Center






THE MERCERIAN, SPRING 2017

ercer, Everyone Majors
in Changing the World

QUAD 3

BEARS 28
SCIENCES 30

CLASS 33
ADVANCEMENT 40

ux

Make the Connection — Become a fan

of Mercer on Facebook, follow us on Twitter,
watch our latest videos on YouTube.
mercer.edu/socialmedia

Panaprint Inc., Macon, Georgia, is a G7
Master Printer, using only environmentally
responsible papers and soy based inks. All
paper trim, spoilage and plates are recycled.




m:Mercerian

TO UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS AND TO SUPPORT
MERCER UNIVERSITY, CALL:

(478) 301-2715 or 1-800-MERCER-U, x2715

THE MERCERIAN | SPRING 2017




OnTheQuad

Young Harris College President Cathy Cox
Appointed Dean of Mercer Law School

YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE PRESIDENT AND FORMER GEORGIA

Secretary of State Cathy Cox has been appointed dean of Mercer

University’s School of Law, effective July 1. She will succeed Daisy

Hurst Floyd, who has served as dean since 2014, after serving in

the position from 2004 to 2010.

0X, a 1986 magna cum

laude graduate of Mercer

Law School, becomes

the first alum to lead the

School — other than on

an interim basis — since
William Augustus Bootle, who was dean from
1933 to 1937. Bootle was later appointed to
the federal bench and ordered the integration
of the University of Georgia.

“Cathy Cox brings to the Mercer Law
deanship an uncommon breadth and depth of
experience in higher education, public service,
and the practice of law,” said Mercer Provost
Dr. D. Scott Davis. “We could not be more
excited about her accepting this opportunity
to return to her alma mater and provide
leadership for the state’s oldest ABA-accredited
law school.”

Cox has served as the 21st president of
Young Harris since 2007, leading its transition
from a two-year college to a four-year
institution and overseeing unprecedented
growth. Student enrollment has doubled, as
has the size of its faculty, and nearly $100
million in new facilities have been added to
the North Georgia campus.

“I am very excited about building on
the deep foundation and rich heritage at
Mercer’s School of Law to educate practice-
ready lawyers who want to make a genuine
difference for their clients and have a positive
impact in their communities,” Cox said. “The
opportunity to do this at my alma mater
makes it even more meaningful.

“I have loved working with phenomenal
trustees, faculty, and staff during the past 10
years to transform Young Harris College into a
thriving liberal arts college,” she added, “and
I hope YHC will continue to send some of its

strongest graduates to
Mercer’s Law School,
just like the three who
are enrolled there now.”
Prior to assuming the
Young Harris presidency,
Cox served two terms
as Georgia’s secretary of
state, and was the first
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woman in the state’s

history to be elected to the post, first in 1998
and again in 2002. As secretary of state, she
moved the largest division of her office from
Atlanta to Macon and instituted a universal
electronic voting system, making Georgia the
first American state to do so.

“I am very pleased that Cathy Cox has
accepted our invitation to serve as the next
dean of Mercer Law School,” said Mercer
President William D. Underwood. “She has
provided extraordinary leadership at Young
Harris College over the past decade, is well-
known and highly respected throughout the
State of Georgia, and has a deep affinity for
our School of Law and Mercer University. We
look forward to great things from Mercer Law
School under her leadership.”

A native of Bainbridge, Cox began her
political career as a member of the Georgia
House of Representatives, where from 1993 to
1996 she represented Miller, Seminole, Early
and Decatur counties. Before being elected
secretary of state she served for two years as
assistant secretary of state.

After graduating from Mercer Law School,
where she was editor-in-chief of the Mercer
Law Review and a member of the Brainerd
Currie Honor Society, Cox practiced law full-
time for 10 years in Atlanta and Bainbridge.
She has remained an active member of

the State Bar of Georgia, and in 2011 was
presented with the Traditions of Excellence
Award for General Practice by the State Bar’s
General Practice and Trial Section.

Cox was a newspaper reporter for three
years before entering law school, working
for The Times in Gainesville and The Post-
Searchlight in Bainbridge. She earned a
degree in journalism, summa cum laude,
from the University of Georgia in 1980 and
is a 2013 inductee to the Grady College of
Journalism and Mass Communication’s Grady
Fellowship. Cox also holds an associate’s
degree in agriculture from Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College in Tifton.

A former member of the Mercer Board
of Trustees, the Mercer Law School’s Board
of Visitors, and the Wesleyan College Board
of Trustees, Cox was awarded an honorary
doctor of laws degree from Mercer in 2007.
From January to May of 2007 she held the Carl
E. Sanders Political Leadership Chair at the
University of Georgia School of Law.

Cox is a 1990 graduate of Leadership
Georgia, is active in the United Methodist
Church, and is a member of numerous
philanthropic and civic organizations. She
also serves on the Board of Directors of United
Community Banks Inc.

She is married to attorney Mark Dehler.
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Board Elects New Trustees at Homecoming Meeting

ercer’s Board of Trustees
installed nine new
members and elected
officers during its
annual Homecoming

meeting in November.

New trustees who began their five-year
terms at the conclusion of the meeting include
Cathy Callaway Adams, TIFT ’81, executive
vice president and chief administrative officer
of Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta,
Kennesaw; Malcolm S. Burgess Jr., president
and chairman of the board of Burgess Pigment
Company, Macon; Milton L. Cruz, CLA ’82,
chairman, president and CEO of Medholdings,

De Mercadeo, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico; Nancy
Grace, CLA ’81, LAW ’84, television personality,
author and former prosecutor, New York and
Atlanta; James N. (Dock) Hollingsworth Jr., CLA
’84, DIV ’08, senior pastor of Second Ponce de
Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta; Genelle Jennings,
owner of ComSouth, Hawkinsville; Carolyn
Townsend McAfee, vice president of the McAfee
family business interests and trustee of the
McAfee Foundation charitable trust, Macon;
W. Carl Reynolds, CLA ’64, LAW ’66, senior
partner in the law firm Reynolds, Horne and
Survant, Macon; and Dr. Joe Sam Robinson Jr.,
neurosurgeon and business owner, Macon.
Trustees who rotated off the board and were

recognized for their service include Curtis G.
(Curt) Anderson of Savannah; Dr. William L.
(Bill) Coates of Gainesville; T. Michael (Mike)
Crook, CLA 69, of Stuart, Florida; Benjamin
W. (Benjy) Griffith III, CLA °77, of Macon; J.
Curtis Lewis of Savannah; the Hon. M. Yvette
Miller, CLA 77, LAW ’80, of Smyrna; William
A. (Tony) Moye, PHARM ’73, of McDonough;
and Richard A. (Doc) Schneider, LAW 81,

of Atlanta.

Atlanta attorney Tommy Malone, LAW ’66,
was re-elected chair of the Board of Trustees,
and Atlanta physician Dr. Spencer B. King III,
CLA ’59, was re-elected chair of the board’s
Executive Committee.

University Dedicates Dr. Hugh F. Smisson III Complex

ercer formally dedicated
the Dr. Hugh F. Smisson
III Complex in a ceremony
held Dec. 16 on the Macon
campus. The facility, which serves as home
of the Mercer Innovation Center, is named for
Dr. Smisson, a Macon native and founder of
Georgia Neurosurgical Institute, who made a
major financial commitment to the Center.
The Mercer Innovation Center, launched in

November 2015, is a multidisciplinary effort
by the University to advance a culture of
innovation and develop a thriving community
of entrepreneurs, with a focus on utilizing
technology to foster economic growth, create
21st century jobs and attract and retain talent.
The Center is based in the 10,000-square-
foot Smisson Complex, which features modern
design elements and technology, including
1-gigabit-per-second broadband service, and
is strategically located adjacent to Mercer’s
School of Engineering, School of Medicine and
Willet Science Center. It is across the street
from the site of Mercer’s new $44 million
Spearman C. Godsey Science Center, scheduled
for completion in 2017, and is steps away from
the Stetson School of Business and Economics.
The University is collaborating with a
number of Middle Georgia organizations that
support entrepreneurship as part of their
programming, including the Macon-Bibb County
Industrial Authority, Navicent Health’s Center
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for Disruption and Innovation, NewTown
Macon’s SCORE program, and SparkMacon, a
downtown makerspace. The Center is working
alongside the Greater Macon Chamber of

David Field (left) and Calder Clay (right) with Dr. Hugh F. Smisson III
at the dedication of the Mercer Innovation Center’s Smisson Complex.
Smisson, a Macon native and founder of the Georgia Neurosurgical
Institute, made a major financial commitment to the Center.

Commerce on a Young Entrepreneurs Academy,
a national experiential entrepreneurship
program for middle and high school students
that is the first of its kind in the state.

One of the Center’s key initiatives is the
annual Mercer Innovation Fellowship, a
competitive program open to entrepreneurs
worldwide that was awarded for the first time

last July to two startups, HeadNoise and KUDU
Safari Braai. Recipients get one year of housing,
office space in the Smisson Complex, interns,

access to all Mercer facilities and $20,000 cash.

A 14-member advisory
board, composed of business
leaders, entrepreneurs
and academicians, works
with the Center to provide
mentoring opportunities
and guidance for the
programming. The advisory
board is charged with
assembling and managing a
$2 million venture fund to
invest in startups that come
out of the Center.

Additional contributors to
the Mercer Innovation Center
who were recognized at the
ceremony included Georgia
Pine Level Foundation,

Birch Communications,

the John S. and James L.
Knight Foundation, the Macon-Bibb County
Industrial Authority, the Community Foundation
of Central Georgia, the 478 Bibb Fund, the
BB&T Center for Undergraduate Research on
Public Policy and Capitalism, Mercer trustee
and former Coca-Cola executive Jerry Wilson,
State Bank and Trust Company, and the

Macon Chamber of Commerce.
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Dean of the College of Pharmacy to Retire

1. Hewitt W. (Ted)
Matthews, senior vice
president for health
sciences and dean of the
College of Pharmacy,

recently announced
plans to retire at the end of the academic
year, and Provost Dr. D. Scott Davis has
appointed a search committee to help identify
and recruit a successor to
Mercer’s longest-serving
academic dean.

Upon his retirement in
2017, Dr. Matthews will
have led the College of
Pharmacy for 27 years,
the longest tenure for the
School since it merged with
Mercer in 1959.

The search committee is
chaired by Dr. Nader Moniri,
associate dean for research
and associate professor of
pharmaceutical sciences in
the College of Pharmacy.
Other members of the
committee include Dr. Ajay
Banga, chair and professor
of pharmaceutical sciences
and co-director of the Center
for Drug Delivery Research;
Dr. Susan Miller, chair and
professor of pharmacy
practice; Dr. Grady Strom,
vice chair and associate

SALDIVIA-JONES PHOTOGRAPHY

professor of pharmaceutical
sciences and director of the College of
Pharmacy’s Center for the Advancement of
Teaching and Learning; Nicole Metzger, clinical
assistant professor of pharmacy practice; Ed
Schutter, Mercer trustee, College of Pharmacy
alumnus and president and CEO of Arbor
Pharmaceuticals; Larry Braden, College of
Pharmacy alumnus, former Mercer trustee,
current member of the College of Pharmacy
Board of Visitors and president of Lacey
Drug Co.; and Dr. Priscilla Danheiser, dean of
Mercer’s Penfield College.

Dr. Matthews began his association with
Mercer as a student. After earning a degree

in chemistry from Clark Atlanta University

in 1966, he enrolled in Mercer’s Southern
School of Pharmacy, graduating in 1968 with

a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy degree.

He received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees (1971
and 1973 respectively) in pharmaceutical
biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin
in Madison, where he was a National Institutes
of Health Pre-Doctoral Fellow and a Fellow of

Senior Vice President for Health Sciences and Dean of the College of Pharmacy Dr. Hewitt
W. (Ted) Matthews (center) will retire at the end of the current academic year, following
more than four decades as a student, faculty membher and administrator at Mercer.

the American Foundation for Pharmaceutical
Education. His alma mater in the fall of 2015
awarded him with a Citation of Merit, one of
the highest awards given by the University
of Wisconsin at Madison. He completed
postdoctoral work at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in the Hospital
Infectious Disease program.

He joined the faculty of Mercer’s School of
Pharmacy in 1973. His commitment to teaching
excellence earned him the Outstanding Teacher
Award. Over the next decade, he held a number
of administrative as well as faculty positions,
including associate dean for the School of

Pharmacy and assistant provost of the University.
After serving for a year as interim dean, he was
appointed dean of the School of Pharmacy in
1990. Over the years he has received numerous
awards from state and national pharmacy and
pharmacy education organizations.

Dr. Matthews was instrumental in
establishment of the Mercer Health Sciences
Center, and in 2012, was named senior vice
president for health
sciences, in addition to his
responsibilities as dean of
the College of Pharmacy.

“Ted Matthews has
been an extraordinary
leader in the Mercer
community for well over
four decades. He has been
a visionary leader in the
health sciences, launching
Mercer’s Physician Assistant
and Doctor of Physical
Therapy programs, leading
the University to establish
the Mercer Health Sciences
Center, and enhancing
interdisciplinary education
among medicine, nursing,
pharmacy, and the health
professions,” said President
William D. Underwood.
“Under his leadership,
the College of Pharmacy
has become recognized as
among the nation’s finest,
with an outstanding Pharm.
D. program and an internationally recognized
research program supported by world-class
scientists and talented Ph.D. students preparing
for careers in academia and industry.

“Even this does not capture the impact that
Ted Matthews has had at Mercer,” President
Underwood said. “He was on the search
committee that brought me to Mercer. He
has been a ‘Dean of Deans, helping select
and mentor many of his colleagues through
the years. His contributions to Mercer are
immeasurable. I enjoy working with him, I
benefited from his wise counsel, and I am
proud to call him my friend.”
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Merxcer Music at Capricorn Hosts

Recording Session at Historic Studio

ercer Music at

Capricorn hosted on

Dec. 7 a recording

session with alumnus

and Grammy-
nominated producer Steve Ivey and artists
Betty Cantrell and Jonathan Wyndham. This
was the first official recording session in the
historic Capricorn Studios since the building
returned to Mercer’s ownership.

Partnering with Macon radio station 100.9
FM, “The Creek,” Cantrell and Wyndham each
recorded a track that has deep associations
with Macon. Cantrell recorded Ray Charles’
“Georgia on My Mind,” and Wyndham
recorded the Marshall Tucker Band’s “Can’t
You See.”

Cantrell, the Warner Robins native and
Mercer student who was crowned Miss America
2016, is currently recording her first country
music EP. She will now have the distinguished

honor of being the first artist to
record in the Mercer Music at
Capricorn studio.

Wyndham is a South
Carolina native and former
contestant on the hit television

Mercer Music at Capricorn
held its first recording session
on Dec. 7. Left: Betty Cantrell
sings ‘‘Georgia on My Mind.”
Above: Jonathan Wyndham
(left) and Steve Ivey jam
during Wyndham’s rendition
of “Can’t You See.”

show “The Voice.” He has just completed his
first EP and is excited for the opportunity to
record a song by a band that helped inspire his
musical career.

Ivey has made a name for himself in
Nashville as a multi-Emmy, Grammy and Dove
award-winner and nominee. His music has
been in the Billboard Top 10 sales charts for an
astounding 1,000 weeks, with over 10 million
units sold, including music he has produced
and written. Top artists he has produced music
for include Dolly Parton, Aaron Neville, Willie
Nelson and Vince Gill, among others.

Mercer Law School Announces MedLaw Partnership

MERCER SCHOOL OF LAW RECENTLY ANNOUNCED
a new partnership between Navicent Health, Georgia
Legal Services and the Law School. MedLaw, an
interdisciplinary team composed of legal, social and
medical workers, will provide free civil legal services to
qualified Navicent Health patients.

MedLaw will have one staff attorney, who will work
under Georgia Legal Services, and Mercer Law School will
provide two externs per semester to work in the office.

MedLaw will serve Navicent Health patients who are
low income or over the age of 60 and whose health,
treatment or recovery is impeded by a legal need directly
related to the patient’s health, when the patient has
attempted to remedy the situation but has received an
adverse response.

“We are thrilled to be a part of this collaboration.

As an academic institution, our mission includes
both teaching and serving, and this gives us a great

opportunity to fulfill both of those,” said Mercer Law
School Dean Daisy Hurst Floyd.

“Our goal is to help low-income and elderly Navicent
Health patients navigate the sometimes confusing legal
system in cases where care may be affected,” said
Navicent Health President and CEO Dr. Ninfa M. Saunders.
“Our desire is to improve the health of our patients by
removing barriers to needed health services, in hopes of
leading them to a greater level of health and wellness.”

THE M
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Townsend Music Students, Alumni and Friends
Perform in New York City’s Revered Carnegie Hall

ercer’s Townsend

School of Music

presented a gala

concert on Feb. 19

in New York City’s
revered Carnegie Hall.

The concert featured three unique musical
components: a mostly a cappella performance
by the Mercer Singers, works for string
orchestra by the Robert McDuffie Center for
Strings and a performance of the John Rutter
Requiem for choir and orchestra.

The chorus for the Rutter Requiem totaled
175 voices. Joining the Mercer Singers were
Mercer Singers alumni, musicians from the
Chancel Choir of the First Baptist Church
of Christ in Macon, the Choral Society of
Middle Georgia and the Chancel Choir of
Shallowford Presbyterian Church in Atlanta.
The Robert McDuffie Center for Strings
Ensemble provided the string section for the
full orchestra. The Rutter Requiemn was under
the baton of Dr. Stanley L. Roberts, director of
choral studies at Mercer.

The McDuffie Center String Ensemble,
composed of Townsend School of Music
majors, features the 24 full-scholarship
students of the Robert McDuffie Center for
Strings. The ensemble is led by violinist
and McDuffie Center director Amy
Schwartz Moretti.

The Mercer Singers, an ensemble of 48
voices, is the University’s primary touring
choral ensemble. Under the leadership of
Dr. Roberts since 1995, they have sung on

PHOTO COURTESY DCINY

The McDuffie Center String Ensemble, Mercer Singers and soprano soloist Olivia McMillan, a native of
Centerville, perform John Rutter’s Requiem on Feh. 19 at Carnegie Hall.

numerous state and regional programs for the
American Choral Directors Association and
National Association for Music Educators. The
choir has performed throughout the U.S. and
experienced six highly successful international
tours. This was the choir’s first performance
in Carnegie Hall.

Soprano soloist for the Requiemn was
Centerville, Georgia, native Olivia McMillan.
McMillan grew up singing in children’s choir
at Macon’s First Baptist Church and joined

the Mercer University Children’s Choir at age
9. She began her classical vocal training at

the age of 14 with Marie Jarriel Roberts at
Mercer. A graduate of Northside High School,
McMillan was named one of the “Top 10 Teens
who Changed the World” in 2014 by Teen
Vogue magazine and received the title of Miss
America’s Outstanding Teen 2015. Currently,
she is in her second year studying vocal
performance at the Julliard School where she is
a Kovner Fellow.

Mercer Honored with 2016 Tree Campus USA® Recognition

MERCER IS ONE OF 296 INSTITUTIONS
nationally to receive the Arbor
Day Foundation’s 2016 Tree
Campus USA® recognition for
the University’s commitment
to effective urban forest
management.
Tree Campus USA is a
national program created in 2008 by the Arbor

Day Foundation to honor colleges and universities
for effective campus forest
management and for engaging
staff and students in
conservation goals.

Mercer earned the
designation by meeting Tree
Campus USA's five standards,
which include maintaining a tree advisory

committee, a campus tree-care plan, dedicated
annual expenditures for its campus tree program,
an Arbor Day observance and a student service-
learning project.

The Arbor Day Foundation has helped campuses
throughout the country plant thousands of trees,
and Tree Campus USA colleges and universities
invested more than $46.7 million in campus forest
management last year.
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Awards Dinner Recognizes Outstanding Mercerians

everal Mercerians were recognized
for their contributions to the
University at the second annual
Alumni Awards Dinner, held Nov. 4
during Homecoming.

Honorees included recipients of the

Distinguished Alumnus Award, the Meritorious
Service Award and the Thomas Sewell Plunkett
Young Alumnus Award. The Mercer Alumni
Association also recognized the newest
class of Alumni by Choice honorees and
presented alumni chapter awards.
The Distinguished
Alumnus Award, given to
an individual who serves
his or her profession in an
outstanding manner and,
in doing so, brings honor
to the individual and the
University, was presented to
the Hon. James “Bubber”
Epps of Dry Branch.
Epps, who earned
both his Bachelor of
Science and Master of
Education from Mercer, is
retired from his family’s
construction business and
has served since 2009 as
the State Representative
for House District 144,
composed of Bleckley,
Twiggs and Wilkinson
counties and parts of
Bibb, Houston, Jones
and Laurens counties.
For more than 50 years,
he has been a devoted
alumnus and personal
advocate for the University
through his work and his
public service.
The Meritorious
Service Award, given to an
individual who supports
the Alumni Association
and the University through
contributions of time, talents
and financial resources,
was presented to Robert F.
Hatcher of Macon.

Hatcher, who serves as vice president of
MidCountry Financial Corp., is the grandson of
Eugene W. Stetson, for whom Mercer’s Stetson
School of Business and Economics is named.
Hatcher has served multiple terms on, and is a
former chair of, the University’s Board of Trustees
and has been a face and voice for Mercer at
the city and state levels, including on Georgia’s
Board of Regents. He has provided steady and
generous financial support to the University both
personally and through his family’s foundation.

The Thomas Sewell Plunkett Young Alumnus
Award, given to an alum who has graduated
within the past 10 years, is no more than 35 years
of age and has reached one or more of five stated
accomplishments, one of which is demonstration
of continuous support of the Alumni Association
and the University, was presented to Steuart
Botchford of Boston, Massachusetts.

Botchford, who earned his Bachelor of Arts
from Merecer, is a founder and managing partner
of Ultima Capital Partners, an operator-led private
equity firm that specializes in operating small to
mid-size businesses. While a student, he was a
Mercer Ambassador and president of the Student
Government Association. Since graduation,
Botchford has remained connected to Mercer,
returning often, keeping in touch with classmates
and faculty and giving generously to the
University as a member of the President’s Club.

The Alumni by Choice awards were created
to recognize individuals who did not graduate
from Mercer but have demonstrated loyalty to the
University over the years. This year’s recipients
are Malcolm and Candy Burgess of Macon and
Dicky and Kay Saunders of Columbus.

Alumni chapter awards included the New
Chapter of the Year Award, which was accepted
by leader Taylor Garrett on behalf of the Fort
Myers (Florida) Chapter; the Chapter Service
Award, accepted by Amy Griswold Martin on
behalf of the Atlanta Chapter; and the Most
Engaged Chapter Award, accepted by co-leaders
Jamie Dickson and Jamie Givens on behalf of
the Warner Robins Chapter.

Recipients of Mercer’s three traditional alumni awards, which were presented
on Nov. 4 during Homecoming, included Distinguished Alumnus Award winner
the Hon. James ‘“‘Bubher’” Epps (top), Meritorious Service Award winner
Robert F. Hatcher (middle) and Thomas Sewell Plunkett Young Alumnus Award
winner Steuart Botchford (hottom).
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Limited Mobility Children Get Their Own Wheels

he School of Engineering Honors
Program hosted a Go Baby Go
event in December to modify
battery-powered toy cars for
children with limited mobility.
Go Baby Go is a national, community-based
research, design and outreach program begun in
2012 at the University of Delaware. Integrating
assistive technology, families, clinicians and
industry partners, the program helps provide
children with disabilities the opportunity for
movement, mobility and socialization.
Mercer students built and modified cars
to fit the specific needs of children in 10
families. This event received support from
Dr. Sybil Keesbury in Mercer’s Tift College
of Education as well as funding from the
University’s Research that Reaches Out Quality
Enhancement Plan and the Warner Robins Post
of the Society of American Military Engineers.
“The Engineering Scholars Track of the
Mercer Honors Program is excited about

incorporating Go

Baby Go builds as a

thread through the

track. Freshman,

sophomore and senior

engineering scholars

will participate

in builds every

year,” said Dr. Phil

McCreanor, professor

of environmental

engineering

and director of

the Engineering

Honors Program.
“The nature of Go

fit for the School of Engineering, which

has a history of client

design projects that serve community
needs. Conducting these builds across the
various academic levels of the Engineering

Scholars Track will pri

AMY MADDOX PHOTO

Mercer students huilt and modified battery-powered toy cars for 10 families
during December’s Go Bahy Go event.

Baby Go is a great to show the freshman- and sophomore-level
engineering scholars how engineers can use
their skills to serve their community and
also provide the senior engineering scholars
with leadership opportunities as well as a

connection back to the beginning of their

-based engineering

ovide an opportunity engineering studies.”

Center for the Study of Narrative Receives $500K Grant

he Center for the Study of
Narrative recently received a five-
year, $500,000 commitment from
the Georgia Compassion Project
to further the work of the multidisciplinary
service and research initiative housed within
Penfield College’s Department of Counseling.
“The Center for the Study of Narrative
offers students and faculty in Penfield College
a unique opportunity to combine service,
research and presentation in a variety of public
forums,” said Dr. Priscilla Danheiser, dean of

the College. “We are grateful for the continuing
generous support of the Georgia Compassion
Project and for Dr. Don Redmond’s leadership

of Center initiatives.”

Launched in 2014,

of Narrative supports

agendas of students and faculty. The Center’s
work draws from a variety of disciplines

— including communication, psychology,
sociology, human services, literary studies

and writing, historica

mathematics — and uses research methods

to study the lives of individuals and cultures,
giving students practical education while
promoting community outreach and service.
“This grant will allow us to continue
building on the early success of our
community outreach, service learning and
research,” said Dr. Redmond, assistant
professor of counseling and Center director
“Further, the increased annual amount fully
funds a doctoral fellowship and will add to

the Center for the Study
narrative-related research

1 studies, counseling and  our ability to support innovative qualitative

dissertation research.”

Obidoa Selected as Population Health Equity Fellow at Harvard

DR. CHINEKWU OBIDOA, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
of global health in the College of Liberal Arts,
was selected as a Population Health Equity
Fellow by the Population Health Equity Forum at
Harvard University.

The fellowship is awarded to public health
professionals who address population health
equity issues based on their ongoing academic
and professional achievements. Dr. Obidoa is

one of five fellows selected
from a competitive pool of
international candidates,
and is the only tenure-
track professor in the U.S.

sel

Dr. Ohidoa

researcher, Dr. Obidoa focuses on spatial and

this inaugural cohort.

social epidemiology of HIV/AIDS, local and
global disparities in health and the health of
emerging adulthoods.

Dr. Obidoa joined the Mercer faculty in 2013.
She earned her Ph.D. in public health from
ected to participate in the University of Connecticut and also holds
master’s degrees in geography, public health,
As a mixed-methods and international studies with a concentration in

African studies.
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Center for Southern Studies Renamed to Honor
Longtime Faculty Member Dr. Spencer B. King Jr.

he Center for Southern Studies awards the Sidney Lanier Prize for Southern ability to share history with a popular audience.

in Mercer University’s College Literature, which recognizes significant career His emphasis on primary sources and social

of Liberal Arts has been named  contributions to southern writing. Past recipients history resulted in many titles, including Ebb

for the late Dr. Spencer B. King include Ernest Gaines, Lee Smith, Elizabeth Tide, The Wartime Journal of a Georgia Girl,

Jr., who was instrumental in the  Spencer, Yusef Komunyakaa and Wendell Berry.  Darien, Georgia Voices: A Documentary History
program’s formation more than 60 years ago. “Mercer University’s Spencer B. King Jr. to 1872, as well as the standard school textbook,
A highly competitive grant from the National Center for Southern Studies is one of the The History of Georgia. During the Civil War’s
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) was premier Southern Studies programs that focuses Centennial, Dr. King wrote a series of articles
awarded to Mercer, and the King family has on the undergraduate experience,” said Dr. for the Macon Telegraph, which were collected
made a major endowment commitment to help  Anita Olson Gustafson, dean of the College of as Sound of the Drums and published by Mercer
underwrite the Center. Liberal Arts. “The ongoing support of the King ~ University Press in 1984. As a scholar, Dr.

“Dr. Spencer B. King Jr. played a vital role family will allow the College to further enhance King’s research and writing was expansive in
in the College of Liberal Arts. As its coverage of the South, but special

longtime chair of Mercer’s History attention was always focused on
Department, Dr. King introduced Georgia. He also made significant

many of the courses that became UNIVERSITY contributions to understanding the

core components of the Southern history of Baptists in Georgia and
Studies Program,” said Dr. Sarah C OLLEGE OF LIBER AL ARTS served as president of the Southern
Gardner, professor of history and . . Baptist Historical Society.
Center director. “His colleagues Spencer B. Klng; '77'-: Center_fbr Soutbern Studzes In 2015 the National Endowment
throughout the College, University for the Humanities (NEH) awarded
and across the state acknowledged Dr. King as a the Center’s national reputation and build on the Spencer B. King Jr. Center for Southern
respected scholar, author, teacher, and mentor. the legacy of Spencer B. King Jr. We are very Studies a $500,000 challenge grant to
I can think of no more appropriate person for grateful for this investment in the future of support establishment of an endowment for
whom the Center should be named.” Southern Studies at the University.” programming and outreach activities. NEH

“In this age of technologic acceleration, the Dr. King joined the Mercer faculty in 1947 and challenge grants are capacity-building grants,
need for education in the humanities is more retired in 1973. During his tenure he developed intended to help institutions and organizations
important than ever,” said Dr. Spencer B. King a series of new courses focused on Southern secure long-term support for their humanities
I1I, Mercer trustee, alumnus and Dr. Spencer B.  history and culture, including the history of the programs and resources. Through these awards,
King Jr’s son. Old South and New South and the history of recipients have been able to increase their

The Spencer B. King Jr. Center for Southern  Georgia. Dr. King was also widely recognized humanities capacity and secure the permanent
Studies is home to the Lamar Memorial Lecture  for both his historical scholarship and his support of an endowment.

Series, founded by Dr. King and Dr. Ben Griffith
and now the nation’s most prestigious on

southern history, literature, and culture, and the Center for Southern Studies Hosts Inaugural
recently established Laurie Byington Lectures BYil'l. g't on L e Ct'l.'l.l’ e on th e C ont emp oY ary s O'l.'l.th

on the Contemporary South. The Center offers

an interdisciplinary undergraduate major that THE SPENCER B. KING JR. CENTER FOR SOUTHERN daughter, Laurie Leigh Byington, who graduated with a degree
studies the region from multiple perspectives Studies hosted its inaugural Laurie Byington Lecture on the in psychology from the College of Liberal Arts in 1992. Laurie
including courses in African-American studies, Contemporary South on Jan. 19, featuring Pulitzer Prize-winning  Byington loyally served the College of Liberal Arts Alumni Board
English, history, political science, and cultural journalist Hank Klibanoff. Klibanoff directs the Georgia Civil of Directors from 2008 to 2011, where she was instrumental
studies. It also offers Southern Semester, a Rights Cold Cases Project, both a class and an ongoing historical  in the development of the College of Liberal Arts Alumni Board
unique opportunity for students from American and journalistic exploration of the Jim Crow South in which of Directors Scholarship. Like her father, Frank Edward “Buddy”
and international universities to learn about Emory undergraduate students examine Georgia history through ~ Byington, a 1958 graduate of the College of Liberal Arts, Laurie
and to experience the people, history, and the prism of unsolved or unpunished racially-motivated murders ~ has generously committed her time and resources to her
culture of the U.S. South. that occurred in the state during the modern civil rights era. beloved alma mater. This gift assisted the University in meeting

In addition, the Center publishes the The Laurie Byington Lecture Series on the Contemporary its National Endowment for the Humanities Challenge Grant for
Journal of Southern Religion and annually South was established by Madge Byington in honor of her the 2015-16 reporting year.
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Gardner Selected as
Brown Foundation
Scholar by Sewanee

Dr. Sarah Gardner,
professor of history and
director of the Center for
Southern Studies in the
College of Liberal Arts,
was selected as a Brown
Foundation Scholar at The Dr. Gardner
University of the South
in Sewanee, Tennessee, for the
current spring semester.

As a Brown Scholar, Dr. Gardner is
teaching teach a four-credit-hour course
titled “The Muse of War,” is engaging with
students outside of class time, participating
in new faculty orientation and offering at
least one public presentation related to her
research. She will also continue work on
her current book project, Reading During
Wartime, which explores the reading habits,
practices and choices of the American people
during the Civil War.

“Dr. Gardner is a first-rate scholar in
Southern history, and this honor reflects the
respect she has earned from colleagues in
her field,” said Dr. Anita Olson Gustafson,
dean of the College of Liberal Arts. “Her
leadership in Mercer’s Center for Southern
Studies has elevated it to become one of
the premier undergraduate programs of

Mercer Faculty
Author New Books

NEW BOOKS RECENTLY AUTHORED BY UNIVERSITY FACULTY:

Dr. James Eric Black, Schumann Endowed Professor in Writing
for Media and assistant director of the Center for Collaborative
Journalism in the College of Liberal Arts, authored Walt Kelly and
Pogo: The Art of the Political Swamp, McFarland.

Dr. Wallace Daniel, Distinguished University Professor of History in
the College of Liberal Arts, authored Russia's Uncommon Prophet:
Father Aleksandr Men and His Times, Northern lllinois Press.

Dr. John Marson Dunaway, professor emeritus of French and
interdisciplinary studies in the College of Liberal Arts, authored
a translation of Vladimir Volkoff's Le Tortionnaire/The Torturer,

its kind in the country.”

Dr. Gardner studies the intellectual
and cultural history of the American
South, specializing in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

In addition to being named a Brown
Scholar, in the past year alone, Dr. Gardner
has received fellowships from the New York
Public Library, the Gilder-Lehrman Institute
for American History, and the Southern
Historical Collection at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

She has previously received Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation Fellowships from the
Virginia Historical Society and from the
Huntington Library, an Earhart Foundation
Fellowship from the William L. Clements
Library at the University of Michigan
and a Harrison Institute Fellowship in
American Literature from the University of
Virginia, in addition to several other highly
competitive fellowships and research grants
from the William R. Perkins Library at
Duke University, the Institute for Southern
Studies at the University of South Carolina,
the Newberry Library and the Harry
Ransom Center for the Humanities at the
University of Texas, Austin.

In addition to history, Dr. Gardner teaches
courses in Africana studies, women’s and
gender studies and the Great Books Program.
She also directs the Lamar Lectures, the most
prominent lecture series on Southern history
and culture in the U.S.

Mercer University Press.

Dr. Matthew Harper, assistant professor of

history and Africana studies in the College of Liberal

Arts, authored The End of Days: African American

Religion and Politics in the Age of Emancipation,

The University of North Carolina Press.

David Hricik, professor of law in the

School of Law, co-authored Patent Ethics:

Prosecution (Fourth Edition), Matthew Bender.

Dr. Richard Leighton, professor of internal medicine in the
School of Medicine, authored Dear Folks: A Memoir

From 500 Letters, Litfire.

Dr. Anya Krugovoy Silver, professor of English in the College of
Liberal Arts, authored From Nothing, LSU Press.

French, Lackey Named
to All-SoCon Faculty
and Staff Team

The Southern
Conference named its
All-SoCon Faculty and
Staff Team in December,
with Emily French and Dr.

Laura Lackey serving as

Mercer’s representatives French
to be recognized by the

league. French formerly

served as coordinator of

sports operations in the

Athletic Department, while

Dr. Lackey is a professor

and senior associate dean

in the Biomedical and Dr. Lackey
Environmental Engineering Department

in the School of Engineering.

The recipients all shared the common
characteristics of demonstrated service to
the institution and contributions to campus
life and the local community. Faculty
members selected have a proven record of
high scholastic achievement among students
and/or recognition for a research project or
written academic piece, while staff members
may be from the instructional/teaching
ranks or the non-instructional ranks and are
recognized for bringing out the best in others
and creating conditions for success.
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Southern Studies to Award Lanier Prize to Gilchrist

ercer’s Spencer B. King
Jr. Center for Southern
Studies will award the
2017 Sidney Lanier Prize
for Southern Literature

to novelist, short story writer and poet Ellen
Gilchrist on April 22. The prize honors
significant career contributions to Southern
writing in drama, fiction or poetry.

“Ellen Gilchrist has been writing since she
was 4 years old. Over a career more than seven
decades long, she has written candidly about
her own life, about the lives of Southern women
and about the changing South. Her work is a
vital chronicle of Southerners and the South,”
said Dr. David A. Davis, chair of the prize
committee and professor of English at Mercer.

Gilchrist was born near Vicksburg,
Mississippi, on Feb. 20, 1935. She has authored
23 books, which include a variety of short
stories, poetry and fiction, and has received
numerous awards as well as a National
Endowment for the Arts Grant in Fiction.

She attended Vanderbilt University, where
she earned a B.A. in philosophy, and Millsaps
College, where she earned a second bachelor’s
degree while studying under famed Mississippi
writer Eudora Welty. After postgraduate study
in creative writing at the University of Arkansas,
she undertook various writing and journalism
jobs and served as a contributing editor for New
Orleans’s Vieux Carre Courier from 1976 until
1979, when her first book of poetry, The Land
Surveyor’s Daughter, was published.

Her first collection of short stories, The
Land of Dreamy Dreams (1981), sold more
than 10,000 copies in its first 10 months and

attracted tremendous
critical acclaim. Her first
novel, The Annunciation
(1983), was followed
by National Book
Award-winning story
collection Victory Over
Japan (1984). This early
success led to a one-year
stint as a commentator
on National Public
Radio’s Morning Edition.
Her commentaries
were later published
as Falling Through Space:
The Journals of Ellen
Gilchrist (1987).

Among Gilchrist’s
other well-known
works are The Anna
Papers (1988), Net of
Jewels (1992), The Age
of Miracles (1995), and I,
Rhoda Manning, Go
Hunting with My Daddy,
and other Stories (2002).

She has taught
creative writing at the
University of Arkansas since 2000. She later
wrote her first memoir, The Writing Life (2005),
in which she discusses overcoming alcoholism,
the challenges of teaching students the art of
writing and balancing artistic pursuits with
family life. Her most recent works include the
novel A Dangerous Age (2008), story collection
Acts of God (2014) and autobiographical
essay collection Things Like the Truth: Out

NATHALIE DUBOIS PHOTO

of My Later Years (2016).

The Sidney Lanier Prize for Southern
Literature, first awarded in 2012, is named for
the 19th-century Southern poet born in Macon.
Lanier wrote “The Song of the Chattahoochee”
and “The Marshes of Glynn.” Using his name
recognizes Middle Georgia’s literary heritage
and long, often complicated, tradition of writing
about the South.

Education Alumni Earn GASSP Principal of the Year Awards

The Georgia Association of
Secondary School Principals
recently named Tift College of
Education alumni as both its 2018
Principal of the Year and Middle
School Principal of the Year.

Dr. Tommy Welch (EDU '15),
principal of Meadowcreek High

Dr. Welch

School in Gwinnett County, was named Principal of the

Year from a pool of five statewide
finalists and will represent
Georgia in the competition for
National Principal of the Year,
sponsored by the National
Association of Secondary School
Principals. He earned his Doctor Dr. Taylor
of Philosophy from Mercer.

Dr. Tiffany Taylor (EDU '06, EDU '09), principal of

Carver Road Middle School in Spalding County, was
named Middle School Principal of the Year in addition
to being one of the five finalists for Principal of the
Year. She earned both her Master of Education and
Doctor of Philosophy from Mercer.

The Principal of the Year program recognizes
principals who excel in educational leadership,
resolving complex problems, developing self and
others, and community service.
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' Two Students Win
. Awards at AMWHO
Conference

The University sent seven students to the
third annual American Model World Health
Organization (AMWHO) conference, held at
Emory University in November.

Two students earned awards at the
conference, including senior Anna Cizek
from Naperville, Illinois, for Best Delegate
in the Africa region, and sophomore Daniel
Crum from Atlanta, for Best Position Paper in
the Eastern Mediterranean region.

In addition to Cizek, an international
affairs and global health studies double-
major, and Crum, an international affairs

major, Mercer’s delegation included junior
international affairs major Sterling Conyers,
junior global health studies major Kaitlyn
Koontz, senior women’s and gender studies
and neuroscience double-major Anna
Johnson, junior global health studies major
Ashila Jiwani and senior global health
studies and anthropology double-major
Nora Darling.

AMWHO was created in January 2014
to simulate the proceedings and procedures
of the World Health Organization. The
annual international conference is open to
undergraduate and graduate students, and
each year, it is centered on a different health
issue. These issues have included health in
times of conflict, universal health coverage
and antimicrobial resistance.

Mercer students have won awards at each
of the three national AMWHO conferences.

= Mondaizie Named 2016
Griffith Scholar

Freshman Kaylor Mondaizie, an
honor graduate of Bibb County’s Howard
High School, was named Mercer’s 2016
Griffith Scholar.

The Griffith Scholars program is funded
by Mercer trustee, alumnus and Macon
businessman Benjamin W. “Benjy” Griffith
III. The scholarship enables gifted graduates

of Bibb County
high schools with
demonstrated
financial need to
obtain the premier
education available
at Mercer.
Mondaizie plans
to pursue a career
in medicine with
a concentration in
neuroscience. Her
interest in health
care is rooted in
her aspirations to
serve others and
positively affect
her community.

AMY MADDOX PHOTO

As senior class
president and president of the National
Honor Society, Mondaizie demonstrated
excellence in academic and extracurricular
activities. She was recognized as an
Advanced Placement Scholar and Georgia
Merit Scholar. Her extracurricular pursuits
included serving as drum major for the
Howard High Marching Huskies and
performing as a violinist in the chamber
orchestra and as a clarinetist in the wind
ensemble. She was also captain of the mock
trial team and was awarded Best Attorney at
the Georgia Mock Trial Competition.

The Griffith Scholars program was
launched in 2010, with the inaugural
recipient entering Mercer in the fall semester
of 2011. As part of the program, the
University matches each scholarship dollar
awarded from the fund. Given the match by
the University, the effect of this partnership
between Griffith and the University is
the equivalent of a $5 million endowed
scholarship fund.

A Griffith Scholars candidate must be a
senior who is progressing toward successful
graduation from an accredited high school in
Macon-Bibb County. The student must reside
in the district and have been enrolled at a
school in Macon-Bibb since at least ninth
grade, have a minimum high school GPA of
3.25 and have demonstrated need.

" Penfield College

Student Wins National
Leadership Award

Keith J. Myers, a recent graduate of
Penfield College’s doctoral-level counselor
education and supervision program, received
the Association for Counselor Education
and Supervision (ACES) 2016 Outstanding
Graduate Student Leadership Award.

Myers received the national award at
the Southern Association for Counselor
Education and Supervision (SACES) regional
meeting Oct. 6-8 in New Orleans.

The award honors a graduate student
member who has provided outstanding
leadership to counselor education and the
counseling profession. Leadership activities
could include state-, regional- or national-
level activities that are directly relevant to
the advancement of counselor education,
ACES, and the counseling profession;
assuming leadership positions in university
organizations related to counselor education
and counseling; working on innovative
research, publication activities or professional
presentations directly related to counselor
education; participating in professional
organizations; and modeling leadership for
current and future ACES members for the
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sake of developing future leaders in ACES and
the counseling profession.

“I’'m honored and pleased to receive this
leadership award from ACES,” said Myers.
“This division devotes itself to the development
of counselor educators and supervisors, and
I’'m proud to be a member of this active
association as I continue my journey as a
counselor educator.”

Myers serves as an ad hoc reviewer for the
Counseling and Values Journal published by
the ACA’s Association for Spiritual, Ethical,
and Religious Values in Counseling and as
an editorial board member for the Journal of
Military and Government Counseling published
by the ACA’s Military and Government

Counseling Association. He is a graduate
student representative for ACA Georgia State
Branch Executive Council, former co-chair
for the ACA Ethics Committee, and was
recently appointed to a four-year term on
the ACA Editorial Board. He is the author

of 13 publications, seven of which are peer-
reviewed, and has given around two-dozen
presentations. He is currently under contract
by Cognella Academic Press to write a textbook
on counseling the veteran population.

He regularly works as a trauma therapist
and veteran’s advocate specializing in
combat post-traumatic stress disorder and
other veteran issues. |

" Debaters Finish Top
. Two in State for Third
Consecutive Year

For the third consecutive year, Mercer’s
debate team has the top two speakers
in the Georgia Parliamentary Debate
Association (GPDA).

Junior Kyle Bligen was awarded first-
place speaker at the GPDA state competition
Feb. 25-26 in Valdosta, while fellow junior
Jaz Buckley finished second. Mercer is the
first institution to hold the top two individual
speaker awards at the state level for three
straight years.

Additionally, sophomore Keanu Lowo
finished fourth, freshman Taylor Cole was

Mercer Debate Team,
from left, Dr. Vasile
Stanescu, Taylor Cole,
Kyle Bligen, Jaz Buckley,
Keanu Lowo

and Daniel Alvarez

eighth and junior Daniel
Alvarez was 10th.
The teams of Bligen

and Buckley advanced

to the finals, while
Alvarez and Lowo
reached the semifinals
and sophomore Cassie
Malcolm and Cole

PHOTO COURTESY OF VASILE STANESCU

reached the quarterfinals.
This year’s debaters
made history both in the number of teams
that reached the elimination rounds and in
the number of individual awards won.
“Mercer debaters consistently win
because they work incredibly hard,” said
Dr. Vasile Stanescu, assistant professor of
communication studies and director of
debate. “The entire team is grateful to the
faculty who supported and encouraged these
students. We could not do it without you. A
win for the debate team is a win for Mercer.”
Also at the state competition, Dr. Stanescu
was elected the new president of the GPDA.

Phi Eta Sigma Receives
One of Three National
Capstone Awards

Mercer’s chapter of Phi Eta Sigma Honor
Society received one of only three Capstone
Awards granted by the national office for the
2015-2016 academic year.

In addition to the Capstone Award,
Mercer was one of 16 chapters nationwide to
earn a Pyramid Award by meeting specified
requirements for consistency in new member
inductions, appropriate communication
with the national office, proper reporting of
activities and participation in the national
scholarship program.

Each year, a subcommittee of Phi Eta
Sigma’s Executive Committee selects three
elite chapters among the Pyramid Award

recipients to receive Capstone Awards.

Capstone Award recipients must meet
additional requirements such as service or
leadership events/projects and participation
at the national level.

Founded in 1923, Phi Eta Sigma is the
nation’s oldest and largest honor society for
first-year college and university students in
all disciplines. Mercer’s chapter of Phi Eta
Sigma was established in 1932.

Binary Bears Take
Second in Regional
Programming Contest

Mercer’s computer programming team,
the Binary Bears, brought home the second-
place trophy from the annual Consortium
for Computing Sciences in Colleges (CCSC)
programming competition held last fall
on the campus of the University of North
Carolina at Asheville.

Mercer’s top team was composed of
senior Brady Brettin from Peachtree City,
senior Andrew Buff from Sharpsburg, senior
Tyler Burnham from Milledgeville and senior
David Vorreiter from Fisherville, Kentucky.

The CCSC contest is held each year
among smaller schools without graduate
programs in computer science.

Mercer holds seven CCSC titles and has
had more success than any other institution
in the Southeast over the last 20 years.
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Small press. Great authors. Impressive books.

IMUP Announces Inaugural Civil War
Authors and Writers Symposium for Fall 2017

he Inaugural Mercer

University Press Authors and

Writers Symposium will be

held Sept. 29-30 in Cecil

B. Day Hall on Mercer’s
Atlanta campus. Marine veteran, football
coaching legend, athletic director, and sports
personality Vince Dooley will be keynote
speaker for the event.
Dooley serves as chairman
of the Georgia Historical
Society and trustee of the
Civil War Trust. Official
registration begins July 1
with a $75 registration fee.
A detailed schedule will
be announced late spring.

Mercer University Press continues to

acquire strong scholarship from a variety
of authors from across the country and
offers 17 new books for the spring/summer
season. Highlighted titles include: The
Legion’s Fighting Bulldog: The Civil War
Correspondence of William Gaston Delony,
Lieutenant Colonel of Cobb’s Georgia Legion
Cavalry, and Rosa Delony, 1853-1863, edited
by Vincent J. Dooley and Samuel N. Thomas
Jr., which chronicles the story of a young
UGA graduate on the cusp of a promising law
career in the 1850s, who became known for
his “commanding presence, bulldog courage,
and superb generalship”; Jefferson Davis’s
Final Campaign: Confederate Nationalism and
the Fight to Arm Slaves by Philip D. Dillard,
who explores Davis’s call on Congress to
create a new Confederate identity based in the
experience of war rather than in the shadow
of the Old South; Our Good and Faithful
Servant: James Moore Wayne and Georgia
Unionism by Mercer professor Joel McMahon,
a biography of a U.S. Supreme Court Justice
from Georgia who remained loyal to the
Union throughout his lifetime; A Man’s World:
Portraits, a collection of 20 award-winning

Dooley

profiles of fascinating men (Harrison Ford,
Robert Penn Warren, Gregg Allman, Herschel
Walker) by author and magazine writer Steve
Oney; A Second Blooming: Becoming the
Women We are Meant to Be, a collection of
20 essays written by women authors, edited
by Susan Cushman, with a foreword by Anne
Lamott; and A Natural History of Cumberland
Island, Georgia, by Carol Ruckdeschel, who
has lived on the island for more than 40 years
and provides the most comprehensive picture
of the island’s flora, fauna, geology, and
ecology to date.

Visit www.mupress.org to see a complete
listing of titles or to download the catalog.
Books are available from favorite independent
bookstores, major online retailers, or wherever
fine books are sold. Order from Mercer
University Press directly and receive a 40
percent Mercer alumni discount by calling
(478) 301-2880. Shipping charges and
taxes will apply.

To be added to the Civil War mailing list or
learn more about the Civil War Authors and
Writers Symposium, email mupressorders@
mercer.edu or call for details.
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WHERE

EVERYONE IVIAJORS IN

CHANGING
THEWORLD

Mercer Incorporating Higher Education, Global Service in
Innovative, Award-Winning Ways syxyeseas

Centers and is often heard repeated by faculty and students.

N HIGHER EDUCATION, as in many industries, clever marketing taglines are a dime a dozen. Perhaps
because they often reflect more style than substance, the shelf life of these slogans is usually brief
— that is, if they catch on at all. On rare occasions, however, a tagline — because of its authenticity —
transcends marketing and becomes embedded in the culture of the institution it represents.

Several years ago, the University introduced a new slogan: “At Mercer, everyone majors in

changing the world.” Still today, this phrase can be seen on banners across Mercer’s campuses and

Increasingly, incoming students cite the opportunity to make a positive impact on local

and global communities foremost among their reasons for choosing Mercer. Recent national accolades, such as the

President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, support the notion that the University is a national

leader in service. Internationally, the prime minister of Vietnam recently referred to Mercer as the most effective

nongovernmental organization (NGO) operating in the country.

Mercerians are changing the world, and the world is taking notice.

A National Leader in
Global Service

arly last year, Mercer was

ranked No. 11 on a new list from

Princeton Review of “The Top

25 Best Schools for Making an
Impact.” These institutions were recognized
for their efforts across a variety of areas,
including community service opportunities,
student government, sustainability initiatives,

on-campus student engagement and alumni
who reported having highly meaningful jobs.
The University twice has been recognized
among the fewer than 400 institutions
to receive the Community Engagement
Classification from the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching, which
not only takes into account community
service efforts but also adherence to best
practices in service-learning, such as teaching
students cross-cultural awareness and ethical
standards of service.

Additionally, McAfee School of Theology
is routinely selected by the Center for Faith
and Service as one of its “Seminaries that
Change the World” — yet another of the
numerous accolades Mercer has received over
the last decade that illustrate the University’s
commitment to providing students
with meaningful opportunities to effect
positive change.

Most notable among these recognitions
was the most recent President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor Roll,
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announced last October. Mercer was one of issues such as violence
the most decorated institutions in the country,
as the sole Finalist for the Presidential Award
in the Economic Opportunity category and
earning Honor Roll with Distinction in
both the General Community Service and
Education categories.

The Honor Roll, compiled by the
Corporation for National and Community
Service, recognizes higher education

against women, sex
trafficking, poverty and
racial inequality. In 2013,
she was a finalist for

the national Campus
Compact Thomas Ehrlich
Civically Engaged
Faculty Award. She was
co-principal investigator
on a $500,000 planning
grant from the U.S.
Department of Education
Promise Neighborhood
Program, as Macon

was one of only 15
communities in the
nation and the only

institutions whose community service
achieves meaningful impact in their
communities. It is the highest federal
recognition that colleges and universities
can receive for service-learning and
community service.

During the period under consideration
for the 2015 Honor Roll, Mercer students

CHRISTOPHER IAN SMITH PHOTO

Senior Vice Provost for Service-Learning Dr. Mary Alice Morgan (center) and
Coordinator for Community Engagement Hannah Vann (right) play integral
roles in Mercer’s community service efforts.

18

contributed more than 400,000 hours of
service, translating to a dollar value of nearly
$10 million. Dr. Mary Alice Morgan, senior
vice provost for service-learning, estimates
that the University is on track to reach half

a million hours of service during the current
academic year.

Mercer students contribute these hundreds
of thousands of service hours despite there
being no service requirement for graduation,
nor a large endowment for
community engagement, a
luxury that is available to a
number of the University’s
peer institutions. Currently,
72 percent of undergraduates
take at least one service-
learning course, and of these
students, 50 percent take
two or more. Furthermore,
one-third of students across
all 12 schools and colleges
at all of Mercer’s campuses
and locations take at least
one course with a service-
learning component.

Dr. Morgan was appointed
the University’s first senior vice provost
for service-learning in 2008, underscoring
Mercer’s commitment to service. This
administrative position was created to
coordinate faculty development in the
pedagogy of service-learning and promote its
use on campus.

Dr. Morgan, who joined Mercer’s faculty
in 1997, has served as an advocate for social
justice both on campus and in the community,
initiating projects to raise awareness about

SEMINARIES

that CHANGE theW@RLD
CLASS OF 201617

one in the Southeast

to receive funding to create pipelines of
support and empowerment in high-poverty
neighborhoods. She was also instrumental
in the development of United Way of Central
Georgia’s Read2Succeed Program, which
received a $225,000 challenge grant from
the Peyton Anderson Foundation to expand
its efforts to nine Macon-Bibb County
elementary schools.

Hannah Vann, who serves
as Mercer’s coordinator for
community engagement, has
a strong background in service
leadership as well. In 2010,
Vann — then a Mercer student
— received the Gulf-South
Summit Award for Outstanding
Student Contributions to
Service Learning in Higher
Education for her service
efforts, including launching an
anti-sex trafficking movement
in Middle Georgia and hosting
a national conference on
human trafficking on the
Macon campus. She went
on to earn a Fulbright English Teaching
Assistantship to Indonesia. In 2014, she
returned to the University to work alongside
one of her mentors, Dr. Morgan, to oversee
Macon campus community outreach,
including developing volunteer and service-
learning partnerships and placing community-
based work study students.

Guided by the likes of Dr. Morgan
and Vann, the University — from the
administration to the faculty to the students

— is going above and beyond to ensure that
serving and empowering others is seen as an
integral part of a Mercer education.

‘Changing the World
Starts at Home’

ercer’s longstanding focus
on lending a helping hand
to its local communities
permeates the University
culture — from work being done by
institution-wide offices such as Vann’s Center
for Community Engagement to innovative

outreach in faculty-led courses to community
programs led by student organizations.

“Changing the World Starts at Home”
is the new slogan recently adopted by
MerServe, which coordinates many of the
University’s domestic service projects through
a student-run board.

Many critical areas of need in Macon-Bibb
County, for instance, are being touched by
the efforts of Mercer students. The Center
for Community Engagement is holding
poverty simulations for local organizations.
Engineering students are helping to increase
the efficiency and cost effectiveness of Habitat
for Humanity blight remediation efforts.

Law students are partnering with Navicent
Health to provide Medicaid advocacy.
Business students are offering volunteer
income tax assistance. Spanish language
students are organizing a healthcare fair to
increase access to services in the Hispanic
community. Marketing students are promoting
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their own unique brand, Traffick Jam, aimed
at eliminating sex trafficking from Middle
Georgia. And these are just a few examples.

experience is more along the lines of ‘T held
this position in a student organization’ or ‘I
participated in this service event. At Mercer,

@MERSERVE

Changing the WORLD Starts at HOME

“Our service- whole projects have been
brought to completion
by students.”

“We’re very focused
on reducing duplication
of services,” added Vann. “Instead of a

bunch of tiny little projects or initiatives that

learning students
can demonstrate
that they’ve not only
done service but
that they’ve developed valuable skill sets and
had a clear, demonstrable impact,” said Dr.

Morgan. “At a lot of institutions, the service never really go anywhere, students are able

As a student in 2009, current Coordinator for
Community Engagement Hannah Vann helped
organize a national conference on human
trafficking, ‘““STOP Sex Trafficking: A Call to
End 21st Century Slavery,” at Mercer.

to take new or existing projects and grow
them to increase capacity and impact on
the community.”

Over the past several years, the Mercer
Service Scholars have been involved in a
variety of these types of projects in Macon.
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The program, launched in 2007 as part of
the University Honors Program, focuses on
creating a skilled corps of student leaders
whose passion is service. She calls them
“the spark plugs” that run the engine of
community service on campus. In 2012,
the Service Scholars began an alternative
spring break program. While many
institutions send students to other regions
of the country to perform service during
spring break, the Service Scholars elected to
address the high needs of the low-income
community in Macon.

Internationally, this year, sophomore
Service Scholars are partnering with the
Center for Collaborative Journalism to create
instructional videos for the University of
Cape Town’s medical school documenting
the healthcare access and needs of township
residents in Cape Town, South Africa.

The continued growth and future of
domestic service at Mercer is rooted in the
model of the Anchor Institution. Anchor
Institutions, a term brought into fashion
over the past several years by organizations
such as the Association of American Colleges
and Universities and Campus Compact,
are schools that are committed to the
community in which they’re located to such
a degree that they make it a part of their
mission to use the university’s resources of
research, expertise and outreach to help the
community flourish.

“Anchor Institutions become so immersed
in the community that they drive economic
development, educational development and,
in our case, health and medical development,
as well as with initiatives such as the
College Hill Corridor, downtown and arts
development,” said Dr. Morgan. “We’re
distinctive in that we work to address so
many sectors of the community.

In Macon-Bibb County, Dr. Morgan noted
examples of Mercer-driven community
development such as the University’s role in
encouraging United Way of Central Georgia to
refocus its efforts from being a funding agency
to being a “community impact” agency.

One key focus at the local level has been
improving literacy. Currently, the University
has some 500 students providing tutoring
in the Bibb County School District. More
than 200 of these students tutor in local
elementary schools, as reading proficiency
by the third grade has been identified as
the most important predictor of high school

graduation and career
success. Some 70 percent
of prison inmates cannot
read above a fourth-grade
level, and 90 percent of
welfare recipients are high
school dropouts. Mercer
has partnered with United
Way’s Read2Succeed
Program, and, along
with the efforts of local
retirees, teachers and
administrators, children
have dramatically
improved, in many
cases doubling their
reading proficiency.

“Our outreach is
not a one-time thing,”
Dr. Morgan said of following the
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Anchor Institution model. “We want to
be there consistently in a sustainable and
high-impact way.”

Mercer On Mission

he most widely known example

of impactful global service at

the University is Mercer On

Mission Vietnam. One of the
flagship programs of Mercer’s unique hybrid
of service-learning and study abroad, faculty
and students first traveled to Vietnam in 2009
to fit amputees with biomedical engineering
professor Dr. Ha Vo’s patented Universal
Socket Prosthetic, which costs less than
$250 to produce and is provided and fitted at
no cost to patients.

The son of a
U.S.-trained non-
commissioned
officer in the army
of the Republic of
Vietnam, Dr. Vo
saw firsthand the devastating consequences
of unexploded ordnance and land mines left
over from the Vietham War. There are more
than 100,000 amputees in Vietnam with 2,000
additional men, women and children losing
limbs each year largely because of the estimated
2.2 million of these deadly devices that remain
scattered throughout the countryside.

A major grant from the Macon-based
Sheridan Foundation, as well as gifts from
individuals, organizations and companies,
have allowed the University to greatly increase

MERCERON
MISSI%IN

Crossing cultures. Changing lives.

More than 200 Mercer students currently tutor in local elementary schools,
as reading proficiency hy the third grade has heen identified as the most
important predictor of high school graduation and career success.

production of prostheses in Vietnam. To

date, the program has fit 6,500 amputees and
grown its capacity to fit as many as 3,200 new
patients per year. Production is only limited
by the amount of money the University can
raise for materials and labor.

In June 2015, the program was issued
a Certificate of Operation, which officially
acknowledged the Vietnamese government’s
approval of its work and made several
allowances for the University to more easily
operate clinics in several locations across the
country. Former Vietnamese Prime Minister
Nguyén Tan Diing called Mercer On Mission
the most effective NGO operating in the
country. The prosthetics program has been
recognized by the Clinton Global Initiative
and its leaders have engaged in discussions
with the United
Nations and other
international
organizations about
expanding its efforts
into additional
countries.

The future of Mercer On Mission’s
international service efforts is the Centers
of Strength model, which is being piloted
in Ecuador, where in recent years chemistry
professor Dr. Adam Kiefer has led a team
focused on reducing mercury pollution among
local gold miners.

Mercury poisoning is a worldwide
problem, and artisanal and small-scale gold
mining converge to form the primary source
of mercury pollution in the world. Due to
its ease of transport, mercury travels freely
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Missy Angalla, DIV 15
Refuge and Hope International
Kampala, Uganda

MISSY WARD ANGALLA, DIV '15, uses her passion for service to help refugee
women in Uganda. She is director of Refuge and Hope International’s Ansani
Sasa—a women’s and children’s ministry in Kampala, Uganda. There, she assists
families and women who have experienced severe trauma and abuse. The
ministry includes a recovery shelter, vocational training, and social work programs
for families in crisis, as well as a school sponsorship program for at-risk children.
Angalla said she has always been interested in helping refugee women.
She learned about Refuge and Hope through McAfee School of Theology’s
study abroad internship program, where she volunteered to teach English
for Refuge and Hope families. “During that semester, | was really inspired to
see [Refuge and Hope's] holistic approach to ministry and their passion for
ministering to and empowering refugees and East African people,” she said.
“I also had students who were experiencing gender-based violence or had been

through severe trauma and violence and were vulnerable to further abuse and
exploitation. As their teacher and advocate, | sought out resources for them in
Kampala, but there weren’t any.”

After she completed her internship, Angalla continued working with Refuge
and Hope. “Even though | was still in school at McAfee, | began having
conversations about starting a new program that helped refugee women who
had been trafficked, were being abused, and had experienced high levels of
trauma,” she said. “In 2012, | was appointed and commissioned with the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as partner-funded field personnel. During
the fall semester of 2012, | fundraised for the program that | would start in
2013. | moved to Uganda in 2013 to begin the Amani Sasa program with
Refuge and Hope.”

Angalla said Mercer's commitment to service gave her the opportunity to
follow her passion. “[The semester abroad] had a profound impact on my life
and allowed me to begin to envision the program that | direct now,” she said.
“I appreciated that McAfee’s programs had a broader scope and assisted in
training people who had a desire to work outside of the church.”

through the atmosphere and does not go
away, resulting in major health, economic and
ecological concerns on a global scale. Mercer
has been working with Argonne National
Laboratories and U.S. government agencies
on a technologically simple but very effective
mercury capture system that will be installed
and tested this summer through Mercer

On Mission.

Centers of Strength will address the
additional challenges faced by the community
of Zaruma, Ecuador, that cannot be solved
by simply reducing mercury pollution in the
area. Locals need support in areas such as
economic diversification, health care and
education, so in addition to science and

engineering students, Mercer will be sending
economics, public health and Spanish
students to address these multiple layers
of challenges.

“We’re trying to be aware of that fact
that problems like mercury poisoning don’t
happen in a vacuum. They happen in a
community where there are lots of unintended
consequences,” said Dr. Craig McMahan,
dean of chapel and University minister who
oversees Mercer On Mission. “If you address
just one problem in a community, you may
not have created enough momentum to
make a difference. As long-held problems are
solved, new beginnings develop, and with
them, new challenges.”

Mercer On Mission is looking into

developing additional Centers of Strength in
South Africa and the Dominican Republic.
This model, Dr. McMahan said, will allow
the program to bring in the liberal arts and
humanities in ways they have not been
able to function as freestanding members
of past teams. Additionally, it will dovetail
with the new Global Development Studies
major in the College of Liberal Arts,
which will prepare students for careers in
this type of international work through
nonprofits and NGOs.

Since 2007, Mercer On Mission has sent
in excess of 1,200 students to more than 100
sites in 34 counties. This summer alone, 240
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Samuel Johnson, CLA ’13
My Vision for Refugees Inc.
N’zerekore, Guinea

SAMUEL JOHNSON, CLA '13, left Africa as a refugee of the Liberian Civil War
but returned as a philanthropist with a passion to help orphaned children.
Johnson is director and founder of My Vision for Refugees, a non-profit
organization committed to improving the lives of the children of Guinea.

Johnson understands the plight of the orphaned refugee. His father was
killed in the war before his family fled to N’zerekore, Guinea, from Liberia, and
his mother died right before he and his four siblings were resettled to Atlanta in
2007 by the United Nations’ refugee program.

At Mercer, Johnson majored in French, political science, international
relations, and women and gender studies. Before he earned his degree in
2013, he returned to Africa. “| went back for the first time in 2012, and | visited
the refugee camp | used to live in and saw that it had broken down into little
villages and was in a deplorable state,” he said.

students will travel to 19 sites around the

He noticed that the people who lived there were sick from poor drinking
water, so when he graduated, he used the money he received as graduation
gifts to build a well to serve the villages. He also donated books, soccer
jerseys, and balls for the children. “I decided to come back to the U.S. and
gather more support to make a bigger impact back in Guinea, and that’s how
My Vision for Refugees Inc. was birthed,” he said.

The organization was registered as a corporation in 2015. Home of
Hope, the organization’s orphanage, was established December 2015 in
N’zerekore. It serves 16 kids, eight of whom live at the orphanage with
the remaining eight children living with host families. All of the children
receive financial support, which covers the cost of school, food, clothing
and medical bills.

Johnson said he values the relationships he formed with several of his
professors at Mercer. “I met a lot of great professors who inspired me,
encouraged me, and supported me during my education. Dr. (John) Dunaway
was my biggest supporter and still is. He’s been like a father to me, supporting,
encouraging, and advising me all through Mercer and even now.”

world to work on economic development,
education, health screenings and water
quality projects, among many others.

“Qur first year or so, we didn’t really
do anything very technically difficult. We
distributed mosquito nets in Kenya and
worked with orphans in Guatemala and
street kids in Brazil. Now, we’re talking about
designing prosthetic legs and mercury capture
systems, and continuing to do increasingly
more targeted and sophisticated work that
really requires the expertise of the University
to pull off,” said Dr. McMahan. “In order
to distinguish ourselves from other groups
that do mission service trips, we want to be

focused on bringing to real-world problems
the kind of research and expertise that only
university-trained students and faculty

can provide.”

Service First

s a result of Mercer’s service-
driven ethos, graduates are not
only leaving with a greater sense
of purpose but, in many cases,
with prestigious postgraduate fellowships
and scholarships.
Service First, a program based within
the University’s Institute of Life Purpose,
provides graduates with the opportunity to

travel overseas and participate in a year of
service prior to entering graduate school
or the workforce. The program has sent
113 graduates to 13 countries over the past
seven years.

The one-year break that Service First
provides “gives students a global perspective
beyond what study abroad provides,” said
Dr. Scott Walker, director of the Institute of
Life Purpose, and also “serves as a really
good opportunity for students to strengthen
their portfolios.”

Service First alumni have gone on to
attend graduate programs, law and medical
schools at Mercer and numerous other
institutions, including Oxford University, the
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London School of Economics and Political
Science, New York University, the University

of Pennsylvania, Florida State University,
Louisiana State University, the University of
Tennessee and Emory University. They also
include recipients of Fulbright Awards, Boren
Fellowships, Robertson Fellowships, Phi Kappa
Phi Scholarships, a Marshall Scholarship finalist
and several appointments to the Peace Corps.

Lena Hamvas and Precious Patterson,
Mercer’s two Fulbright recipients last year,
each taught English in Thailand through
Service First.

“A year spent teaching English in Phichit,
Thailand, was an experience that prepared me
to understand the foundation of cross-cultural
interactions and living abroad,” said Hamvas,
who is serving as an English Teaching
Assistant in Jordan through the Fulbright
Program. “The new culture demanded
my attention and unlocked compassion I
never knew I had.”

Patterson, who is pursuing a Master of
Science in Renewable Energy, Enterprise
and Management at Newcastle University in
England, was inspired by her year of service
to pursue a career path focused on global
sustainable living.

“I was assigned to teach in Bamnet
Narong, Thailand, a rural village that values
clean energy,” said Patterson. “I passed by
solar farms on my way to class everyday,
and one day, the idea of getting involved in
renewable energy policy crept into my head.
The more I thought about it, the more my
passion for the subject grew, and I decided
that I had found something worth pursuing.”

‘Research that
Reaches Out’

s Mercer’s recent efforts

to change the world have

grown, both domestically and

internationally, they have been
guided by another marketing tagline that has
taken hold at the University.

“Research that Reaches Out” was
developed to guide Mercer’s five-year Quality
Enhancement Plan, or QEP, which is a
requirement for the University’s accreditation
from the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges. Launched
in fall 2015, this initiative is specifically
designed to equip students in the University’s

Hamvas

traditional residential
undergraduate program
with the skills required to
engage in sophisticated
research aimed at
solving real-problems
facing humankind.
“‘Research that
Reaches Out’ is helping
us to support and expand
current initiatives and to
cultivate new ones,” said
QEP Director Dr. Bridget
Trogden, who also serves
as associate professor
of chemistry and co-
director of the Service
Track of the University
Honors Program. “One
of my favorite things
about this initiative is
how it empowers students. When they talk
about issues that concern them, I like to ask
back, “‘What do you want to do about it?’
We then work together to determine
what has already been done and
to carve out their niche for

Visionary Student Panel, held each fall,
which allows students and student groups
to present ideas and earn funding to address
local, national or global issues. Thus far,
eight projects — including efforts

to address Hispanic healthcare
needs in Middle Georgia,
harness energy from rainfall,
develop new prosthetics,
support the local children’s
hospital and educate the
community regarding sexual
assault — have received
more than $7,000 in funding.
The office works hand in
hand with the Office of Service
Learning, MerServe, the Office of
Undergraduate Research, Mercer On Mission,
the Center for Teaching and Learning, the
Office of Institutional Effectiveness and others
on campus to enhance student learning
through service-focused research and to

research and determine

a strategy to improve

the issue. I have long
believed in the human
capital of our Mercer
student population, but

I am often both surprised
and impressed by what
they can do when we stoke
their passions and support
their dedication to improve the

lives of others.”

The “Research that Reaches Out” Office,
under the leadership of Dr. Trogden, is
responsible for organizing programming
to meet its goals. One such example is the
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foster a culture of civic engagement through
scholarship and service.

“The best thing about Mercer is that there
aren’t hard lines between our offices. We all
collaborate. We’re all mission driven. I've
never seen anything like it anywhere else,”

said Dr. Morgan. “‘Research that Reaches Out’

has enabled us to create courses and have
models for students that include responsible
and ethical research. It makes a difference in

their understanding of moving from theory to
practice. They understand the implications of
what they’re learning more. They often hold
themselves more accountable than if they
were simply turning in a paper or doing a
project, because they know that what they’re

doing could actually matter in the community.

They’re be