Spring 2010 Philosophy Department Offerings

	Course Offered
	Professor
	Description

	Logic & Language
(180.002)

MWF 9
	Chynoweth
	A study of the principles used in distinguishing correct from incorrect reasoning. Special emphasis will be placed upon the application of these principles to everyday language and reasoning. Topics to be studied include: informal fallacies, definitions, categorical propositions and syllogisms, elementary truth functional logic, truth and validity, and induction.

	Logic & Language

(180.003)

MWF 11
	Chynoweth
	A study of the principles used in distinguishing correct from incorrect reasoning. Special emphasis will be placed upon the application of these principles to everyday language and reasoning. Topics to be studied include: informal fallacies, definitions, categorical propositions and syllogisms, elementary truth functional logic, truth and validity, and induction.

	Intro philosophy
(190.003)

TR 9:25
	Oberrieder
	This course aims to introduce the student to the study of philosophy by exploring certain fundamental issues of ethics, epistemology, metaphysics, and political philosophy, as they arise in and from discussing specific writings of Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Descartes, and Hume.  The course seeks not only to familiarize the student with the questions and arguments of these philosophers but also, and more fundamentally, to foster philosophical inquiry, thinking, and discovery by developing in the student a critical, reflective wonder about the meaning of human reason and experience and the status of the best human life.  Among other questions, the course will ask the following.  What is virtuous or moral?  What is happiness?  Do I really exist?  Does God exist?  Can I know anything with certainty?  Closed to Seniors.

	Philosophy of Religion

(240.001)

TR 10:50
	Rosental
	Prerequisite: FYS 101
A survey of questions and issues in the philosophy of religion, using both contemporary and historical sources.  Our anthology Philosophy of Religion, by Louis Pojman, includes the following topics: arguments for the existence of God, religious experience, the problem of evil, the attributes of God, miracles and revelation, death and immortality, faith and reason, religion and science, religious pluralism, and religion and ethics.

	Philosophy of Mind (250.001) TR 3:05
	Rosental
	Prerequisite: FYS 101
This course is an introductory survey in topics in the philosophy of mind.  The class will range over a wide variety of important and provocative issues in the philosophy of mind, both those that have puzzled us for thousands of years, and more recent issues raised by advances in the cognitive sciences.  Some of the questions we’ll confront include: Do we have a soul?  Do we have free will, or is it an illusion?  Can computers and robots ever be “persons” or is conscious thought impossible for them?  Are animals self-aware?  What is it like to be a bat?  What really is going on with abnormalities such as autism, multiple-personality disorder, men who mistake their wives for hats, and people with railroad spikes driven clean through their heads?

	Hellenistic & Early Medieval Philosophy

(312.001)

MWF 1
	Chynoweth
	Prerequisite: PHI 311.

A survey of Hellenistic and early Medieval philosophy, which can include the Epicurean, Stoic, Skeptical, and Neo-Platonist schools of the Hellenistic world, as well as early Christian thinkers such as Augustine, Boethius, and Anselm.


	Course Offered
	Professor
	Description

	Early Modern Philosophy

(314.001)

TR 1:40
	Rosental
	Prerequisite: One course in philosophy
An intermediate survey in the Early Modern period of philosophy which examines texts by some of the most prominent philosophers of the time, including (but not limited to) Descartes, Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume.  The course will be centered around four major issues in philosophy: philosophy of mind (what we are), epistemology (what and how we know), metaphysics (what there is and how it works), philosophical theology (what made everything).

	Philosophy & Literature

(337.001)

MWF 11
	Thomas
	Prerequisite: one course in philosophy. 

An examination of the relationship between philosophy and literature, including reading classic and contemporary literary texts as philosophy, and reading representative philosophical texts as literature. Commonalities and distinctions between these two modes of discourse, as well as their historical influence on one another, will be considered.

	Great Ancient/Medieval Philosopher

(360.001)

TR 10:50
	Chynoweth
	Prerequisite: PHI 311.

This course is an in depth study of the early medieval philosopher, Augustine (354-430 A.D.).  We will begin with Augustine’s Confessions and examine his views on knowledge, morality, the nature of the mind, time, and the metaphysics of creation.  In the second part of the course we will read some of Augustine’s shorter works dealing with, among other things, the rationality of religious belief and the morality of lying.  We will end the course by discussing perhaps the most difficult problem in Augustine: the relationship between grace and free will.  If we need God’s grace to do what is good, then how are our actions within our power?  If our actions are within our power, then why do we need God’s grace?  Augustine’s writings on these questions are of particular interest because their interpretation became a matter of heated debate during the Reformation.  


Summer 2010 offerings in Paris:

PHI 290: French Philosophy – Dr. Thomas

PHI 380: Human Nature & Art – Dr. Thomas


