Fall 2009 Philosophy Department Offerings

	Course Offered
	Professor
	Description

	Logic and Language (180.001)

MWF 9
	E. Thomas
	A study of the principles used in distinguishing correct from incorrect reasoning. Special emphasis will be placed upon the application of these principles to everyday language and reasoning. Topics to be studied include: informal fallacies, definitions, categorical propositions and syllogisms, elementary truth functional logic, truth and validity, and induction.

	Intro Philosophy

(190.001)

TR 10:50
	Staff
	An introduction to reading, writing, and thinking about philosophy. The western tradition of philosophical thought will define the subject matter of the course. Emphasis will be placed on the cultivation of a philosophical attitude and the development of the art of conceptual analysis and synthesis. Not open to seniors.

	Intro Philosophy

(190.001)

TR 1:40
	Staff
	An introduction to reading, writing, and thinking about philosophy. The western tradition of philosophical thought will define the subject matter of the course. Emphasis will be placed on the cultivation of a philosophical attitude and the development of the art of conceptual analysis and synthesis. Not open to seniors.

	Intro to Ethics

(195.001)
MWF 1
	C. Thomas
	A study of the principal ethical traditions of Western culture and their application to contemporary moral issues and social problems. Not open to seniors.

	Intro to Ethics

(195.002)
MWF 2
	C. Thomas
	A study of the principal ethical traditions of Western culture and their application to contemporary moral issues and social problems. Not open to seniors.

	Science vs. Religion vs. Humanism
(290.001)

TR 3:05
	Rosental
	Prerequisite: FYS 101
There’s been a long-standing and rather entrenched tension between three important platforms of contemporary culture: science, (secular) humanism, and religion.  The tension is mutual in all directions, forming a sort of “tension triangle”: science vs. humanities, science vs. religion, religion vs. secular humanism.  This course examines these tensions, both in contemporary society and throughout history, and looks at various attempts to resolve these tensions.  Though our main approach is philosophical, it is also interdisciplinary, involving: history, sociology, psychology, theology, politics, et. al.  

	Philosophy of Medicine

(290.002)

TR 1:40
	E. Thomas
	Prerequisite: FYS 101
This course follows a neglected path in the pursuit of wisdom by looking for wisdom as it is embodied in human institutions. The institution we will look at is the profession of medicine. What kind of good is health? Is it an instrumental good or a final good? What does it mean to be a professional? What exactly is one professing? How does modern medicine understand the human body, and what are the implications for our understanding of the self? How do we reconcile the inequality between doctor and patient, given our political framework of modern liberalism? Ultimately, what does it mean to be whole, and how does the practice of medicine serve that end? These are the principal questions that we will take up in the course.

	Junior Seminar

(301.001)

MWF 11
	E. Thomas
	1 credit-hour.  Prerequisite: one course in philosophy, Junior status, declared major in philosophy

This course is a workshop in philosophical skill development, including, but not limited to: essay writing, thesis and argument development, critical thinking, and presentation.  Students will work together, with faculty, and with seniors from the Senior Seminar (see PHI 395) to complete at least one advanced philosophical project by the end of the semester.  Junior seminar also will involve attending talks by guest lecturers and/or attending off-campus philosophy-related events.

	Ancient Greek Philosophy

(311.001)

MW 3
	C. Thomas
	Prerequisite: one course in philosophy.

A survey of ancient Greek philosophy, including the pre-Socratics, Plato, and Aristotle.

	Formal Logic
(355.001)

TR 1:40
	Rosental
	Prerequisite: One course in philosophy or nine semester hours in mathematics or computer science.
This is a study of logic through its history.  We look at various approaches to logic from ancient logic (Aristotle), Medieval, Early Modern and finishing with contemporary mathematical logic.  Our focus will be two-fold: first, to understand the formal systems and learn how to use them; second, to see how logic informs and relates to issues in philosophy such as metaphysics, theology, and science.

	Senior Seminar
(401.001)

MWF 11
	E. Thomas
	2 credit-hours.  Prerequisite: PHI 3XX, Senior status, declared major in philosophy

This course is a workshop in philosophical skill development, including, but not limited to: essay writing, thesis and argument development, critical thinking, and presentation.  Students will work together, with faculty, and with juniors from the Junior Seminar (see PHI 301) to complete and present their comprehensive exam in philosophy.  Senior seminar also will involve attending talks by guest lecturers and/or attending off-campus philosophy-related events.


Note for philosophy majors:  There are two new courses required of the philosophy major, PHI 301 and 401, the Junior and Senior Seminars.  These seminars are a new requirement for the major as of Fall 2009, and it is expected that all majors will take them (though declared majors previous to this change may be exempted).  Juniors and Seniors will meet together, but Seniors will be expected to do additional work.  We imagine PHI 301/401 working on several levels, including: 

· A skills-development workshop in which both fundamental and advanced philosophical skills, such as writing, presenting, argumentation, and critical thinking are worked on in detail, and beyond the context of completing ordinary coursework. 

· A philosophical-community building opportunity for the sake of improving and extending philosophical discussions between students, and to give students more opportunity for peer-review of work and ideas. 

· A philosophy colloquium, in which juniors and seniors attend talks by visiting speakers, advanced talks and presentations, and conferences. 

· An environment in which seniors produce their work product for submission for their senior comprehensive exam.  A requirement for seniors to pass senior seminar is the submission of a comprehensive exam in philosophy in which they display the culmination of their philosophical abilities and insight.  These exams will also serve as a valuable assessment tool for the philosophy department.  Juniors will also produce an advanced work in philosophy, whether it be a work for academic conferences or journals, a departmental presentation, a junior comprehensive exam, or something else, is left to the discretion of the instructor. 

· A venue for seniors who are writing a senior honors thesis to share and discuss ideas, receive peer-reviewed comments on one’s paper, and the seminar provides a disciplined structure in which thesis work and writing can be more effectively completed. 

Spring 2010 Course Offerings

PHI 180: Logic & Language – Dr. E. Thomas

PHI 190: Intro Philosophy – Dr. Oberrieder

PHI 195: Intro Ethics – Dr. E. Thomas

PHI 240: Philosophy of Religion – Dr. Rosental
PHI 250: Philosophy of Mind – Dr. Rosental

PHI 290: War and Human Nature – Dr. Oberrieder

PHI 312: Hellenistic & Early Medieval Phil. – Dr. C. Thomas.

PHI 314: Early Modern Philosophy – Dr. Rosental

PHI 390: Imagination in Philosophy – Dr. E. Thomas

