
May I claim a housing allowance? 
 
IRS Publication 517 says “If you are a minister 1 employed as a teacher or administrator 

by a church school 2,  college, or university, you are performing ministerial services for 

purposes of the housing exclusion. However, if you perform services as a teacher or 

administrator on the faculty of a nonchurch college, you cannot exclude from your 

income a housing allowance or the value of a home that is provided to you.” 

 
 
1 Ministers are individuals who are duly ordained, commissioned, or licensed by a religious body 
constituting a church or church denomination. They are given the authority to conduct religious worship, 
perform sacerdotal functions, and administer ordinances or sacraments according to the prescribed 
tenets and practices of that church or denomination. It is important to note that even though, for social 
security tax purposes, you are considered a self-employed individual in performing your ministerial 
services, you may be considered an employee for income tax or retirement plan purposes. For income tax 
or retirement plan purposes, some of your income may be considered self-employment income and other 
income may be considered wages. See Publication 517. 

 
2Mercer University is chartered as an IRS 501(c)(3 ) church school. 


