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WASTEWATER [D-] 

Aging wastewater management systems discharge billions of gallons of untreated sewage 
into U.S. surface waters each year. The EPA estimates that the nation must invest $390 
billion over the next 20 years to replace existing systems and build new ones to meet 
increasing demands. Yet, in 2005, Congress cut funding for wastewater management for 
the first time in eight years. The Bush administration has proposed a further 33% 
reduction, to $730 million, for FY06. 
 

DRINKING WATER [D-] 

America faces a shortfall of $11 billion annually to replace aging facilities and comply 
with safe drinking water regulations. Federal funding for drinking water in 2005 
remained level at $850 million, less than 10% of the total national requirement. The Bush 
administration has proposed the same level of funding for FY06. 
 

HAZARDOUS WASTE [D] 

Federal funding for 'Superfund' cleanup of the nation's worst toxic waste sites has 
steadily declined since 1998, reaching its lowest level since 1986 in FY05. There are 
1,237 contaminated sites on the National Priorities List, with possible listing of an 
additional 10,154. In 2003, there were 205 U.S. cities with "brownfields" sites awaiting 
cleanup and redevelopment. It is estimated that redevelopment of those sites would 
generate 576,373 new jobs and $1.9 billion annually for the economy. 
 

SOLID WASTE [C+] 

The nation's operating municipal landfills are declining in total numbers, but capacity has 
remained steady due to the construction of numerous regional landfills. In 2002, the 
United States produced 369 million tons of solid waste of all types. Only about a quarter 
of that total was recycled or recovered. 
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